
 
 It’s no secret that 
Attleboro High and Bishop 
Feehan are rivals. When it 
comes to every sport com-
petition, each team does 
their best to always come 
out on top.
 After Jeff Newman 
retired as principal from 
Attleboro in 2012, former 
Bishop Feehan High School 
principal, Bill Runey, put the 
rivalry aside and decided to 
take the challenge to him to 
replace Newman. He is now 
leading AHS to another suc-
cessful academic and sports 
year. 
 Runey grew up in 
South Carolina and graduat-
ed from Clemson Universi-
ty with a Bachelors Degree 
in Secondary Education in 
Mathematics and a Masters 
in Secondary School of Ad-
ministration at The Citadel. 
After graduating, he went 
back to teach at his high 
school, Bishop England.
 As a little boy Runey 
had two idols, “My father 
was always my idol but died 
when I was 14. My second 

idol would be the Celtics 
player John Havlicek a.k.a 
‘Hondo.’ I looked up to him 
because he and my father 
were the same type of per-
son.”
 Runey’s father 
passed away when he was 
only 14, and that hard ex-
perience helped him fi gure 
out that he wanted to be a 
teacher and coach teams just 
like his father. He began by 
teaching math and coaching 
basketball for 18 years and 
football for 12.
 His favorite sport is 
football. He said, “I was a 
football coach for 12 years 
and my father was a football 
coach, so it would have to 
be my favorite.”
 Later in life, Runey 
became the Bishop Fee-
han principal but the trag-
edy of his father’s untimely 
death ultimately helped him 
choose AHS as his next 
school. “Attleboro is more 
like the school I attended 
with my dad… I wanted to 
follow in his footsteps,” he 
said. 
 Once the students at 

AHS heard that the Feehan 
principal would be the next 
principal, they were skepti-
cal and many thought a lot 
of things would change.” 
I heard that he wanted to 
make us wear uniforms,” 
said Erin Woodhead (12).
 That was just a ru-
mor. Runey said he isn’t 
planning on making drastic 
changes to the school be-
cause he thinks the school 
doesn’t have much to fi x. 
He has a 60-day plan where 
he just wants to meet every-
one and be as approachable 
as possible to the faculty 
and students. 
 This school year ex-
cites Runey and a big rea-
son is the students. “There’s 
a drive here. People look at 
every day as an opportunity 
to be better than yesterday,” 
he said.
 After meeting the 
new principal, students were 
excited as well. “I know 
I had a different opinion 
coming into the new school 
year, but after I met him at 
the assembly, I realized he 
seems like a nice guy,” said 
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Phil Case (12). 
 Agreeing with Case 
was Amy Cadle (9). She 
said, “Since I’m a freshman, 
I had no idea what to think 
about the new principal. Af-
ter being in the school for a 
few days I know he will help 
us have a successful school 
year. I also liked how he ex-
plained Blue Pride to us.”
 To Runey, Blue 
Pride is what ties everything 
in the school together. “It’s 
the tolerance, work ethic 
and understanding for one 
another, and the daily effort 
to increase personal respon-
sibility.”
 Along with Runey’s 
respect for Blue Pride, he 
also likes the diversity of 
the students at AHS. “Since 
working here and getting to 
know Attleboro High School 
students, I have a better ap-
preciation for diversity and 
that was one thing I never 
got to see at Feehan,” he 
said.
 
 Also contributing to 
article: Giovanni Carcano.
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 The Gay Straight 
Alliance, led by Ms. Mer-
edith Silva and Ms. Deena 
Wells-Scott is a club at AHS 
that allows students, gay or 
straight, to come together 
to learn to be friends with 
one another. On Sept. 29, 
2012, GSA brought in fi ve 
members of PFLAG to talk 
to AHS students about their 
lives and how to treat others 
in society during an assem-
bly.
 PFLAG stands 
for Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays. It is a national non-
profi t organization with 
over 200,000 members and 
supporters and over 350 af-
fi liates in the United States.
 The assembly had 
one main focus and it was 
that using words like “gay, 
queer or faggot” to mean 
stupid are degrading toward 
gays and hurtful. To stress 
this point, each guest told 
their own story of how they 
came out, and the reactions 
of those they loved.
 Garramone, a wom-
an who always knew she 
was a lesbian, was afraid to 
come out to her friends, so 
hid it by being married to 
a man. After years of being 
married, she told everyone 
her true feelings. “When 
I fi rst came out to my par-
ents, it was very hard at fi rst 
but they eventually came 
around and they still loved 
me,” she said.
 Radie, also a lesbi-
an, has a much different sto-
ry than Garramone. Grow-
ing up, everyone picked on 
her because she was differ-

ent. She decided to write 
an anonymous letter to her 
principal telling her she was 
a lesbian and was being bul-
lied for being different. 
 Her principal was so 
upset about this anonymous 
letter that she had an assem-
bly about it. During the as-
sembly, Radie stood up and 
told the whole school that 
she was the one who wrote 
the letter and at that mo-
ment, her secret was out.
 “Life gets easier. Al-
though when you come out 
it may be hard, but no one 
should have to wait until 
they leave high school to be 
who they are,” said Radie.
 Another member of 
PFLAG, Brathwait, is a gay 
man who kept his secret un-
til one debate rubbed him 
the wrong way. Brathwait 
and his friend would debate 
every morning before school 
and one time his friend took 
it too far by saying, “Gay 
people shouldn’t be alive.”
 No one knew Brath-
wait was gay, but that com-
ment really hurt him. He de-
cided to come clean. “That 
comment really hurt me and 
I feel like he wouldn’t have 
said that to me if he knew. 
That comment was the rea-
son I decided to tell every-
one,” said Brathwait.
 But not all the 
speakers at the assembly 
where gay or lesbian. Two 
in particular, Connors and 
Figueiredo, have different 
stories.
 Connors, a mother 
of three, has a gay son. 
When he came out at fi rst, 
she was shocked, but she 

PFLAG Rocks the House 
at AHS
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PFLAG members (left to right): Chaya Radie, Michelle Figueire-
do, June Connors, Ali Brathwait and Pam Garramone.
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came around and accepted 
him. “I’m not embarrassed 
that I’m a mother of a gay 
son; I’m proud,” she said.
 Connors stresses the 
fact that people need to stop 
naming calling. People are 
ignorant about the topic and 
need to learn to accept these 
people because they’re the 
same as anyone else.
 Figueiredo has a dif-
ferent story than everyone: 
she’s transgender, male to 
female. A transgender is 
someone who might physi-
cally be a certain gender but 
believes they are another 
gender.
 Coming out was 
very hard for her. “99 per-
cent of people accepted me, 
but one percent didn’t and 
that included my closest 
friends,” she said.
 Each member of 
PFLAG told their story with 
confi dence and stressed how 
important it is not to use de-
rogatory language against 
anyone. 
GSA President, Julia Bergh 
thought that bringing these 
people in was a good idea 
because people at AHS can 
learn from this type of as-
sembly. “I feel like people 
at AHS don’t realize how 
hurtful some of the things 
they say are. Hopefully 
people will realize that what 
they are saying is hurtful,” 
said Bergh.
 The students attend-
ing the four assembly were 
very understanding and re-
alized the things they said 
to people really did hurt, 
even if it was unintended. 
“Whenever I say the word 

gay, I don’t mean it in a bad way to hurt other people, it 
just kind of slips out,” said Erin Woodhead (12).
 Someone who has the same problem as Woodhead 
is Ben Chomyszak (10). “After going to this assembly, I’m 
going to try to refrain from saying hurtful words like that,” 
he said.
 The PFLAG assembly was a success for AHS and 
the students. If anyone has questions about the PFLAG, 
contact Julia Bergh at GSA meetings Thursdays after 
school in Ms. Wells-scott’s room.

 Coby Koehler, an AHS 2009 alumni, was on the 
varsity swim team during his freshman and sophomore 
years. When he became a junior, he was promoted to cap-
tain and kept that position his senior year. After four full 
years of dedication to the school’s swim team, he is return-
ing this season as the team’s assistant coach.
           Koehler wanted this job for one main reason. “I had 
such an amazing swim coach when I was in high school; he 
truly impacted my life so much. I really wanted to feel that 
important to somebody else,” said Koehler. 
 After graduating, Koehler continued having jobs 
related with water. He has been a life guard at the YMCA 
ever since he graduated, and he also enlisted in the Coast 
Guard in 2010 and is now a 3rd class petty offi cer.
            His love for the water wasn’t always known though. 
“Coming into my freshmen year, I didn’t even want to do 
swim; my dad made me sign up, and thank god he did, be-
cause I immediately fell in love with the sport,” said Koe-
hler. 
 When fi rst applying for the coach’s job, he origi-
nally wanted the head coach’s position. The fact that he 
loves children, even teenagers, also factored in to wanting 
this job. “I work very well with kids; I’ve worked with 
kids under the age of 10 for the past three years and am a 
volunteer coach for Attleboro Pop Warner. I can get along 
with almost any age group,” he said.
 The swim season fi nally started in late Nov. and 
Koehler has many ideas on how to improve the swim team. 
“I plan on having other alumni come in to show strokes and 
correct form and to work more on technique as opposed to 
just having the kids swim laps,” said Koehler. 
 “As long as I, as a coach, do my job, and the kids 
are willing to work, we can do whatever we put our minds 
to,” he said.

Coby Koehler
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New Swim Coach
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 Mr. Weston Pon-
dolfi no, an alumni of AHS, 
graduated from Endicott 
College with a bachelors 
degree in science and a fo-
cus in Athletic Training. He 
is now a staff member at 
AHS working throughout 
the day as the new sign lan-
guage teacher but also as a 
substitute teacher.
He dedicates much of his 
time after school to stu-
dent athletes as the Athletic 
Trainer.    
 Pondolfi no attends 
many school sports; his fa-
vorite is basketball. It’s the 
sport he loves watching 
most.
 Out of these impor-
tant and hardworking jobs, 
Pondolfi no says he enjoys 
all of them equally. “There 
are pros and cons to every 
position but each experi-
ence is different yet enjoy-
able,” he said. 
 He likes the students 
more in the classroom be-
cause they complain less, 
unlike after school when all 
he hears is students com-
plaining about their sore 
muscles or hurt wrists.
 Even though all of 
his positions are very differ-
ent, he doesn’t think one is 
harder than any other. “Ath-
letic training and teaching 
go hand in hand – lots of 
paperwork and prep work,” 
said Pondolfi no.
 Having his very 
own class this year, after 

being a substitute for about 
two years, is very exciting 
for Pondolfi no. To him sub-
stituting was like a training 
program toward his goal of 
becoming a full time teach-
er. 
 When teaching his 
sign language class, the 
best tip he can give about 
learning sign language is 
“Practice. Practice makes 
perfect. It’s a different way 
of learning and some people 
might have a diffi cult time 
and some people might do 
well,” said Pondolfi no.
 He learned sign 
language from his parents, 
who are both deaf. His fi rst 
sign was at about the age of 
one and it was “milk.” His 
favorite sign is the word 
“shocked” because it has a 
lot of facial expressions. “I 
love any sign with facial ex-
pressions,” he said.
 Throughout the 
school day his students call 
him Mr. P, but after school 
they call him Wes. He 
makes different connections 
with his students as the Ath-
letic Trainer compared to 
that of a teacher.   
He believes the relation-
ships he builds with his stu-
dents as the Athletic Trainer 
defi nitely help the students 
respect him more as their 
teacher because they come 
to know him as a person and 
learn about his personality, 
as well as the boundaries he 
sets. 

From Trainer To Teacher
By: Haley Koehler

Picture of Weston Pondolfi no
Photo by: Haley Koehler

 Ms. Lori Marchand 
is a breath of fresh air with 
her sense of strong authority 
and knowledge of all aspects 
in medical-related subjects.  
 In previous years 
the medical assisting class 
at AHS was used as almost 
a socializing block. Grow-
ing up in Cumberland, R.I.,  
Marchands’ grandfather 
lived just down the street 
and he was her biggest infl u-
ence because of his humor, 
empathy, wisdom, and work 
ethic. “There aren’t enough 
adjectives to describe my 
grandfather,” said March-
and, adding, “There’s so 
much you can do to change 
someone’s life.”  
 Even though she 
has never actually worked 
in a hospital setting, she 
has more than enough ex-
perience. After graduating 
from high school third in 
her class, Marchand attend-
ed the University of Rhode 

Island, graduating with a 
degree in biology. Working 
at both Sawyer College as 
a medical assisting teacher 
and associate director, and  
Salter College as a medical 
assisting, physiology and 
anatomy teacher, she de-
cided that teaching college 
students wasn’t challenging 
enough.
 ”Even though we 
learned useful skills in 
medical, we would get ag-
gravated with the rate that 
we were learning. It took 
us a while to get through a 
lesson because sometimes 
we were left with nothing 
to do so the class would just 
goof around,” said Chrissy 
Dunkley (12).
  “I enjoy the fact that 
I’m able to work with kids 
for their future, because col-
lege students for the most 
part already know what they 
want to do,” said Marchand. 
She began working at Digh-

ton Rehoboth as a biology, 
physical science, anatomy 
and physiology teacher, 
then at Diamond Regional 
as a biology teacher.
  Marchand came to 
AHS because of the CTE 
program, and to teach anat-
omy and physiology. In the 
fi rst two months there is 
nothing that she dislikes.” 
I enjoy my coworkers, and 
the students are fun, invest-
ed, and conscientious.” 
  In order to improve 
the curriculum, Marchand 
is planning to enhance the 
students’ medical terminol-
ogy and set stricter dead-
lines for when assignments 
are due. “She keeps a loose 
class, which is good for stu-
dent environment because 
it helps to reduce our stress 
level,” says Eric Hasleton 
(12).  

Good News for the 
Medical Assisting Class

By: Brittney Medas

Lori Marchand
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Trimesters

 AHS has followed 
the same semester sched-
ule for years, allowing the 
students to take about eight 
classes per year. However, 
AHS opted to move from 
semesters to trimesters this 
year, giving students the 
opportunity to take more 
classes that interest them.
 This altered system 
is different than the previ-
ous schedule. In the semes-
ter schedule, classes were 
longer, running around 84 
minutes, and met for four 
blocks, giving teachers an 
ample amount of time to 
teach their material. 
 The new trimes-
ter system consists of fi ve 
classes a day, each about 65 
minutes long. Students re-
main in these classes for 60 
days, which gives them the 
opportunity to take 15 class-
es throughout the school 
year, unless they are taking 
year long or two trimester 
classes.  
 When the trimesters 

were fi rst put in place, many 
students had their doubts. 
Students were worried that 
the extra classes would add 
more homework to an al-
ready heavy workload.   
 “I am personally 
not a fan of trimesters be-
cause I have more work 
and it makes me a lot more 
stressed,” said Samantha 
Wnuk. (12). 
 Danielle Levine (10) 
said, “Trimesters give me a 
lot more homework because 
we have a lot less class 
time. The work still needs 
to be done, so the teachers 
just have us do it at home to 
make up for lost time.” 
 However, other 
students felt they had less 
homework because more 
of their classes consisted of 
electives. “I have two elec-
tive classes this year where-
as last year I didn’t have 
any, so my homework load 
has actually decreased,” 
said Haley Bishop. (10)  
 Jillian Tully (12) 

agreed. She said, “I barely 
get any homework at all.” 
 Another doubt the 
students had about the new 
system was the length of the 
day. Many were worried that 
the extra class would make 
the day appear longer. How-
ever, after going through the 
fi rst couple of days, 7 out of 
10 students who were asked 
agreed that the day actually 
went by faster. 
 “When you are look-
ing at school and you think 
about how many classes you 
have to deal with that day, 
it seems long, but once the 
day proceeds it seems to go 
by faster because of all the 
switches,” said Zach Silva 
(12).  
 Along with Silva, 
Adam Woodhead (12) said, 
“The day goes by faster be-
cause all of the periods are a 
lot shorter.”
Mckenzie Brennan (11) 
said, “Trimesters get rid 
of those last 20 unbearable 
minutes of class.”   

 The shorter periods 
do provide a problem for 
some students though, be-
cause they believe that they 
don’t have enough time to 
learn all of the material re-
quired. “I don’t like trimes-
ters because I feel like there 
isn’t enough learning going 
on. There just isn’t enough 
time,” said Ben Pimental 
(10). 
 Alyssa DeQuattro 
(11) agreed and said, “By 
the time you get into class 
and get settled in, there is 
only 45 minutes left of class 
and we don’t have time to 
fi nish everything.”
 Scott Querzoli (10) 
believed that the shortened 
blocks affects the teachers 
as well and said, “It rushes 
the teachers so they don’t 
have enough time to plan 
everything out and it makes 
them pretty frazzled.” 
 One small adjust-
ment that was made in order 
to accommodate this new 
fi ve period schedule was 

changing lunch. Instead of 
having lunch third block, it 
was moved to fourth block 
and starts 15 minutes later. 
“I like lunch better now be-
cause it is not so early,” said 
Cody Freeman (12). 
 Ashley Bojorquez 
(11) said, “I like lunch now 
because it is at a normal 
lunch time.”  
 Eoin Grimes (11) 
agreed and said, “Lunch is 
much closer to the time I 
usually eat at home, so I like 
it.” 
 The new lunch 
schedule also has mixed 
reviews. “Lunch is too late 
now. I’m starving in class,” 
said Andrea Jenne (12). 
 Trimesters have 
made a big change at AHS, 
and students and teachers 
are starting to adjust to the 
new system. The jury is still 
out, however, on whether 
or not the students like this 
new schedule better.

Trimesters: How the Students Feel
By: Kalyn Bishop

Trimester Schedule
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What do you think 
about trimesters?

Photos by: Haley Koehler

Tyler Rodrigues (10)
“Semesters were better because now we don’t have books 

for all our classes and we don’t learn as much.” 

Man On the Street by: Haley Koelher
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Angela Porrazzo (11)
“I don’t really like them because 

there’s not enough
time to learn everything, and less time 

for make-up 
work. Worst of all, we now have to 

take 15 fi nals.”

Austin Perry (10)
“I like them because we have more electives.”

 Brenden Massey (10)
“I think they are stupid because classes are shorter and 

we don’t have enough time to learn a full course.”

 Cassie Ferreira (12)
“I like them, I get to have more classes,

 and less time in each class. On the down side 
that means more homework.” 

Mellissa Holbrook (11)
“I don’t like them because I feel like
the teachers are too rushed and don’t

explain things well.”

Tim Travers (10)
“I like them because we have shorter 

classes and less homework.” 5



The Final Season
By: Emily Lacourse

 Fall sports are at an end. It’s time to say goodbye to the teams 
and start offseason training to improve for next season, but what about 
the seniors?
 For them, it’s time to say goodbye. Once the fi nal second of 
the last game occurs, the seniors realize that they will never step foot 
on that fi eld again to play for their high school, or maybe even to play 
again.
 For AHS, the Girls Varsity Soccer had 11 seniors on the team: 
Chrissy Dunkley, Hanna Fritz, Emily Lacourse, Caitlyn McCarron, 
Makayla Medeiros (Captain), Abby Oliver (Captain), Bridgette Proulx, 
Devin Rose Reynolds, Emma Szczesny, Shanley Walker, and Erin 
Woodhead (Captain).
 Although the team didn’t make the tournament this year, they 
came close, with the senior’s help. “I feel the seniors did a good job 
this season. We play in a tough league and we were competitive right 
up until the end. We had the possibility to qualify for the tournament 
and the program hasn’t been in that spot for a while. I’m proud of the 
team,” said AHS Girls Varsity Coach Steve Santos. 
 Now that the season is over, it’s time to say goodbye to soccer. 
Although some of the seniors still might play in college, it won’t be the 
same.

 Most of the senior girls have been playing together since they 
started soccer in elementary school. Over the years every practice, every 
game, and every team dinner added to their bonds. The team considers 
each other family.
 The seniors have made an impact on the younger players. “I’m go-
ing to miss seeing the seniors every day because over the past three years 
we’ve become friends and it will be sad not having everyone around,” 
said Beth Clifton (11).
 Not only did the girls make an impact on each other, but they 
made an impact on Santos. Over the past two years he has learned about 
each of player’s individual personalities. 
 If Santos was asked to describe the girls it would be: Emma and 
Hanna are the quiet ones but once someone knows them, they can make 
anyone laugh; Abby, Makayla and Erin are the “team moms” who keep 
everyone in line on the team; Emily, Shanley, Devin, Chrissy, Bridgette, 
and Caity  are the crazy ones who give the “team moms” their job.
 Although they are a crazy group of girls and might be the reason 
Santos doesn’t want to have a daughter in the future, he said, “I’m going 
to miss that we have a great group of seniors with a lot of personality as 
well as the crazy times we shared at practice.”
 The underclassmen and coach will miss the seniors. The girls 
spoke about their time together.

Sports Edition 1

“I’m going to miss our team 
spirit. We always have each 
other’s back on the fi eld. You mess 
with one of us; you mess with all 
of us.” – Chrissy Dunkley

“I’m going to miss playing soccer 
out on the fi eld.” – Hanna Fritz

“I’m going to miss the bond we 
share on and off the fi eld. Espe-
cially the laughter we share all the 
time whether it’s the practice or 
in the locker room or wherever we 
are.” – Caitlyn McCarron

“I’m going to miss all of our 
laughs. Being able to have 
people in my life who for all 
of high school were there for 
me; they became family.” - 
Makayla Medeiros

“I’m going to miss seeing the team 
every day and the friendships we 
had. It’s going to be weird not seeing 
them every day.” - Abby Oliver

“I’m going to miss laughing with ev-
eryone. We are all such good friends on 
and off the fi eld and it’s going to be sad 
not seeing everyone after school every 
day.” - Bridgette Proulx

“I’m going to miss these 
years of soccer and grow-
ing up with these girls.” 
- Devin Rose Reynolds

“I’m going to miss all the 
friends that I made throughout 
the years playing soccer.” - 
Emma Szczesny

“I’m going to miss the times we 
have had together but I will have the 
memories forever.” – Shanley Walker

“We have a certain bond among 
each other that no other team 
has. We always have each other’s 
backs and we treat each other as 
family; that’s what I’m going to 
miss the most.” – Erin Woodhead

The season may be over, but the girls have lifetime memories.

Reporter’s Note:  Being on this team has drastically impacted my life. I remember how excited I would be to go to practice before I was in high school 
to see all my friends on the team. Once high school came, I saw them every day after school. These girls became my close friends. I can’t even begin 
to describe how crazy everyone is and how much fun we have had over the past years. There’s never a dull moment at practice and we are always 
laughing and having a good time. The fact that I have to say goodbye to it all, knowing I will never have the same team again, brings tears to my eyes. 
I love every single one of the girls, and I’m going to miss seeing them all every day. We may not be the best team around, but there is no other team 
that I would want to be a part of.
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Pep Rally
Fall 2012 Edition 1

 For the past three 
years the seniors, class of 
2013, were defeated in the 
pep rally, and for the past 
two years the juniors, class 
of 2014, were victorious. To 
the seniors this was not only 
their last chance to win but 
to fi nally beat the juniors 
who were “undefeatable,” 
and to obtain revenge for 
the juniors beating them 
two years ago. 
 On Tuesday, Nov. 
20, the seniors and juniors 
of AHS dressed up in their 
grade’s color (seniors wore 
blue and juniors wore 
white), and participated in 

the 2012 pep rally. 
Some of the obstacles fea-
tured every year are the 
penny wars, an obstacle 
course, basketball free 
throws, a race, pie eating 
contest, ping pong, tug of 
war, dodge ball, musical 
chairs, and jousting. 
Seniors Colton Davis and 
Joey Bozzo spent the day 
hosting and commentating 
for all four pep rallys. 
 Days before the pep 
rally the penny wars – where 
each grade has a jar and the 
goal is to be the grade with 
the most pennies – was held. 
Other grades can interfere 

by putting nickels, dimes, 
quarters and dollar bills in 
the other grade’s jar, which 
end up subtracting pennies 
($1 = 100 pennies) and so 
on. In the end the seniors 
won this event, giving them 
a starting lead in the pep 
rally.
 The rally started off 
with music from the AHS 
band and a performance 
by the varsity cheerleading 
team.
 The kick-off event 
was the obstacle course, 
which featured free throw-
ing, a race, pie eating and 
the shaking ping pong balls. 
The fi rst grade to fi nish all 
four would win the event 
for their class. 
 For the seniors 
Dominic Machado com-
pleted the free throws, Amy 
Tedesco and Julie Costello 
completed the race, Cristian 
Aguilera worked his hard-
est to eat the pie and Bri-
anna Robitaille fi nished it 
off with the ping pong chal-
lenge. 
 The juniors who 
competed against the se-

niors were Tim Walsh who 
shot the free throws, then 
Patrick Dunn and Daniel 
Medeiros raced all the way 
to Jared Lee.  Lee ate the 
pie in record time, allowing 
Nicholas DiPanfi lo to fi n-
ish the ping pong challenge 
before the seniors, thus win-
ning the fi rst event for the 
juniors.  
 The boys’ tug of war 
went to the juniors.  The 
team was made up of Bran-
don Clark, Owen Bacchioc-
chi, Nate Childs, Tim Cao, 
Kyle Mercier, Max Lan-
caster, and Sam Harrington.  
The junior girls also won. 
Their team included: Alyssa 
DeQuatro, Alexa Akinyemi, 
Emily Ortega, Kira Fitton, 
Chelsea Ferreira, Brianna 
Stevens, and Anna Ribeiro.
 In the egg run, both 
teams had to travel from 
one end of the gym to the 
other transporting the egg 
on the spoon to their team-
mate. The junior team won 
with Ribeiro, DeQuatro and 
Elliot Kelly.
 Dodgeball was next. 
The junior girl’s team won 

with the help of Beth Cliff-
ton.  The fi nal girl on the 
senior team to be eliminated 
was Kelsea LeBlanc. The 
junior boy’s team also won 
the dodgeball event.
 The seniors and ju-
niors faced off in musical 
chairs.  Although it was a 
close game, the seniors took 
the win.  Shannon Bambery, 
Angie Cook, Shanley Walk-
er, Maggie McCrosson, and 
Danielle (China) Bone were 
the fi nal few left.
 Jousting was the 
fi nal event of the day. Har-
rington lost against senior 
Paul Oliveira. Senior Bri-
anna Thorpe defeated junior 
Katie Therriault in jousting.  
Then the teachers battled 
it out. The score was tied. 
Junior advisor Mrs. Carla 
Hodges, defeated senior 
advisor Ms. Amanda-Lynn 
Bessenaire.  
The rally’s tie was broken 
by jousting when junior ad-
visor Ms. Darbie Sawyer, 
defeated senior advisor Ms. 
Melissa Blais. Victory went 
to the junior class. Seniors = 
5 Juniors = 6.

Battle of Blue Pride
By: Sasha Nieves and Nicole Fontaine

Junior girl’s 
dodgeball event

Photo by: Nicole 
Fontaine

 On Tues. Nov. 13, 
Spirit Week began. All four 
classes were assigned a class 
color: freshmen had purple, 
sophomores had green, ju-
niors had black, and seniors 
had tie dye. 
 This was a surprise 
for juniors and many had 
mixed feelings about the 
color and how it showed 
school spirit or school 
pride.
 “I think it’s not very 
good for school representa-
tion; I don’t like that every-
body else gets to wear a real 
color and we’re left with 
plain old black,” said Me-

gan Pulster.
 Kayla Houle said, 
“I hate that we have black, 
because we’re going to look 
depressed.”
  Heather Faulkner 
didn’t appreciate that stu-
dent council members 
choose black as a color for 
juniors either, she would 
have preferred a different 
color, something prettier. 
She said, “Pink, because it’s 
my favorite color.”
 Janessa Rollins also 
agreed with pink as a class 
color because she felt it was 
brighter. She said, “I don’t 
like it for Spirit Week, be-
cause it’s dark and it’s Spirit 
Week; they just don’t mix.”
 A different color 
that would have made more 
sense was “blue, because no 
one else has it and it’s our 
school color,” said Alexis 
Hayden.
 Dehalia Carner said, 
“I think the color black is 
depressing because there is 
no emotional expression of 
the color.” She suggested, 
“I would change it to yellow 
because yellow is fun, hap-
py, and is a positive color.”
 Vice President of the 
Student Council, Stefanie 
Gentile (12), explained the 
color. “There was no rea-

son, it was just the color 
chosen and we didn’t want 
to choose the colors that the 
rival schools had. We want-
ed a color that kids could 
actually have in their closets 
and be able to get involved 
because of that.”

Student Dressed in Black 
Photo by: Giovanni Carcamo

Juniors Back In 
Black

By: Giovanni Caracmo
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Thanksgiving Table
Photo from: http://www.travelblat.com/thanksgiving-travel-tips/

 It would be hard to 
imagine the Pilgrims going 
to Olive Garden for Thanks-
giving. Some people, even 
today, may fi nd it hard to eat 
at a restaurant for Thanks-
giving, but these are plenty 
of reasons to do so. 
 The younger gen-
eration is growing up into 
adults, which can cause 
them to be frantic with per-
sonal responsibilities, and 
the cost of food can make 
Thanksgiving more stress-
ful than it already is. So why 
bother with tradition? 
 My family might 
choose to eat at a restaurant 
for Thanksgiving this year 
because my mother, aunt, 
and grandmother don’t 
feel like cooking a gigan-
tic meal, and some of my 
cousins have moved away. 
I am a little disappointed 
because it is not traditional. 
Thanksgiving is deciding 
which family members will 
host the evening, dividing 
up the recipes to the cooks, 
then arriving by the respec-
tive dinner time. Relatives 
peacefully chat among 
themselves, and then the 
youngest family member 
says a prayer, before ev-
eryone enjoys the delicious 
food.
    Looking at the day 

differently, eating at a res-
taurant could save money; 
ordering pre-made platters 
and buying every ingredi-
ent needed is costly, then 
spending the time cooking 
the meal is labor intensive. 
 As those family members 
who usually do the cooking 
become older, they may not 
want to or be able to spend 
time stirring, cutting, chop-
ping, and baking, plus clean-
ing, organizing the tables, 
and arranging decorations.
 Eating out at a res-
taurant could be easier, for 
example in my situation 
there are only fi ve people 
when there used to be 10. 
Fewer people attend because 
they are now adults and 
working, or in committed 
relationships. It’s time con-
suming to make lots of food 
and prepare a table when it’s 
only a small group. It’s eas-
ier to just stress about mak-
ing reservations and paying 
the bill.
 The bad part about 
eating out for Thanksgiving 
is losing the essence of the 
holiday. It’s a time for home-
made food, being nice and 
friendly, and enjoying the 
company of relatives. This 
is missed when surrounded 
by strangers in a restaurant 
or the chef doesn’t prepare 
the food like grandmother. 
As times change though, 
sometimes new traditions 
are made.

Eating Out for 
Thanksgiving
By: Giovanni Carcamo

Halloween decoration 
Photo by: Haley Brogan

 Going door to door 
on Halloween every year to 
collect candy from strang-
ers is a peculiar holiday. 
So, where and why did it all 
start? 
 A group of people 
called the Celts believed 
that the souls of the dead 
came to earth on the last day 
of Oct. They had a festival 
called Samhain in honor 
of souls (<Socialstudies-
forkids.com>.) 
 The Roman Empire 
conquered the Celts and took 
over some of their beliefs. 
The tradition of Samhain 

spread around the world. In 
the eighteenth century, Nov. 
1 was declared the day to 
honor all saints who didn’t 
already have a day in their 
name. It was called Allhal-
lowmas Day. 
 The night before 
Allhallowmas Day became 
known as Allhallowe'en, 
which then became short-
ened to Halloween.
 “I’ve gone trick or 
treating since I was little and 
I‘ve never known the reason 
why. I just knew I got free 
candy so I participated,” 
said Mariah Marshall (10). 
People dress up on Hal-
loween today because many 
years ago it was the belief 
that costumes scared away 
the spirits of the dead roam-
ing the earth. Children also 
collect candy because long 
ago people believed that 
if they carried food to the 
“edge of the earth” the spir-
its would eat it and then not 
raid the villages. 
 “I thought Hallow-
een was about how witches 
are ugly so they wore masks 
and costumes to hide their 
face. It’s interesting to hear 
about where Halloween re-
ally came from,” said Tyler 
Rodriguez (10).

 Today children go 
trick or treating asking for 
candy from strangers, not 
even aware of the real story 
behind Halloween. “I just 
go trick or treating for the 
candy! I have no idea where 
Halloween originated from,” 
said Emily Belden (10). 
 Halloween doesn’t 
teach children the best les-
son – taking candy from 
the hands of strangers, “I 
do not think trick or treat-
ing is dangerous because 
reports from the past about 
poisoned candy and danger-
ous food being handed out, 
are legends,” said Health 
teacher Ms. Nancy Krieger. 
Trick or treating is not the 
safest thing, but it is a fun 
tradition for young children 
to celebrate, as long as they 
take precautions and stay 
safe.

Halloween 
History

By: Haley Brogan

Price of the Holidays
By: Juliana Araujo

 As children grow into their teenage years and that 
magical time of the year comes around, they expect more 
under the tree on Christmas morning than the few toys that 
use to fulfi ll expectations. As electronics have taken over, 
the teen generation has a different type of list for Christmas 
morning. 
 Life was simpler when the new state of the art elec-
tronic gadgets were not as popular. Common things on 
Christmas lists were that cute shirt in a store window, or 
a popular book. Now things such as iPhones and laptops 
are at the top of everyone's list and parents are feeling the 

heat.
      "I've already spent over 
$400 for Christmas gifts and 
I'm not even halfway done," 
said Paulo Araujo, parent of 
an AHS student.
  Before the age of 
electronics, children every-
where raced down to the 
Christmas tree to fi nd piles 
of presents holding things 
such as clothes and brand 
new toys. Now, due to the 
expense of electronics, the 
piles have shrunken into a 
smaller stack of gifts. 
            "I remember wak-
ing up to so many presents 
everywhere, but now as I'm 
getting older the price for the 
things I want has gone way 
up, meaning fewer things, 
and even though I'm excited 
about my gifts for sure, it's 
still a bitter sweet situation," 
said Kelly Murray (10). 
After doing a survey of 24 
sophomores at AHS, the top 
10 gifts everyone wants to 
see Christmas morning are: 
iPhone 5, laptops, Kindle 
Fire, Xbox 360, fl at screen 
televisions, iPads, tablets, 
digital cameras, camcord-
ers, and a new car.

 “Honestly, when 
you think about it, there is 
nothing else to want but 
electronic things for Christ-
mas,” said Lindsay Borges. 
(10).
 The general prices 
of all electronics soar far 
over the $200 mark, which 
is sure to affect the number 
of gifts parents are willing 
to buy. 
            "Of course I want 
to make my kids happy, but 
the amounts of things they 
are asking for with prices 
like that are insane. I don't 
know if I'm willing to spend 
all that on something I know 
will be thrown under the bed 
within a few months, and 
then they'll be begging me 
to buy them the iPhone 7 for 
all I know,” said Stephanie 
Sakalian, parent of an AHS 
student.
 Although times have 
changed, parents and chil-
dren still continue to enjoy 
the happiness of the season, 
no matter the cost. “Even 
though things are different 
gift wise, Christmas is still 
a time to value everything 
we have and everyone will 

be thankful no matter the 
cost or the amount,” Jordan 
Larson said (10).

Approximate gift prices
Iphone 5: $859 for 16GB
Laptop: $249- $1,140
Kindle Fire: $199
Xbox 360: $337
19 inch Flat Screen: $99-
50 inch $900
Ipad: $434
Tablets: $215
Digital Camera: from 
$84-$600
Camcorder: $250

Christmas tree 
and presents

http://goo.gl/Cb3ln
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 The cover of Thir-
teen Reasons Why appears 
to be just another typical 
teenage novel about drama 
and romance. However, just 
by reading through the fi rst 
chapter, this book is like no 
other. 
 The author, Jay Ash-
er, created the story about 
high school senior Hannah 
Baker’s suicide through the 
eyes of one of her class-
mates, Clay Jenson. The 
story centers around cas-
sette tapes that Baker re-
corded before she took her 
life. These tapes, sent to the 
people whom she believed 
were responsible for her 
suicide, explained the trau-
matic events Baker went 
through during high school.  
 The structure of 
the story played a very im-
portant role in the over-all 
message of the book. Ash-
er wrote half of the story 
through Jenson’s point of 
view, which enables the au-
dience to understand what it 
was like for the students re-
maining in the high school 
to continue to attend school 
while mourning the loss of 
their friend and classmate. 
 The other half of the 
novel is Baker’s own words 
on all of the cassette tapes, 
which allows readers to feel 
Baker’s raw emotions and 
learn the thoughts that were 
going through her head be-
fore she took her life.
 Before her death, 
Baker often contemplated 
suicide and expressed a 
longing to disappear. She 
once said, “The thought of 
disappearing like that so − 
simply − made me so hap-
py” (249). These thoughts 
prompt readers to want to 
help Baker and somehow 
try to fi nd a way to save her, 
even though they know the 
ultimate conclusion.  
 Thirteen Reasons 
Why was dark and gloomy, 

and is not recommended 
for those who are expecting 
a romantic, up-beat story. 
The events that Baker en-
dured are depressing and 
eye-opening, but also have 
a tendency to be very out-
landish and exaggerated for 
the life of an average high-
school teenager. 
 Throughout her 
short life, Baker endured 
embarrassment, bullying, 
and family problems which, 
although troublesome, are 
quite common among teen-
agers. Asher took her life to 
the extreme, however, when 
he involved her in a rape 
and a fatal accident. The two 
tragic events, happening in 
such a short period of time, 
were unrealistic, and almost 
ludicrous for a teenager’s 
life. These exaggerations 
served the dual purpose of 
creating suspense in the 336 
page book and, more impor-
tantly, showing readers how 
people impact upon one an-
other. 
 Thirteen Reasons 
Why resonates well with 
teens and has earned a spot 
on the New York Times Best 
Seller List. It is scheduled to 
become a movie in the near 
future and deserves four out 
of fi ve stars because of its 
interesting plot and educa-
tional lesson. 

Thirteen Reasons Why
Photo by: Kalyn Bishop

Thirteen 
Reasons Why

By: Kalyn Bishop

 Raking in 
$13,840,065, The House 
at the End of the Street re-
leased on Sept. 21, 2012, 
is an action packed, thriller 
and horror movie that has 
viewers jumping out of their 
seats.
 Daughter Elissa 
Cassidy (Jennifer Law-
rence) and mother Sarah 
Cassidy (Elisabeth Shue) 
moved into a new home 
and learned that the house 
next door used to be occu-
pied by a happy family until 
the youngest child Carrie-
Ann Jacobson (Eva Link) 
murdered her parents. The 
Cassidy’s thought their next 
door neighbor’s home was 
empty, only to unexpectedly 
fi nd out that Ryan Jacobson 
(Max Thieriot) still lives in 
the empty house.
 Based on a tragic 
story line, Ryan’s secret ro-
mance with Elissa height-
ens the suspense as their 
relationship grows. The pre-

dictable attraction between 
a sweet girl and danger-
ous boy is seen early in the 
movie. The audience sus-
piciously waits to see how 
Ryan is connected with the 
Cassidy’s, other than just 
being neighbors.
 The townsfolk be-
lieve that Carrie-Ann after 
the double murders, ran 
away into the woods and 
drowned in a nearby dam. 
Her body was never found. 
Elissa eventually discovers 
that Ryan is hiding a wom-
an in his basement that he 
claims is Carrie-Ann. She 
viciously attacks Ryan ev-
ery night after he enters her 
room to give her dinner. 
 These attacks hap-
pen due to a tragic accident 
Ryan and Carrie-Ann had 
when they were very lit-
tle. Carrie-Ann fell off the 
swings while trying to hold 
hands with Ryan and hit her 
head on a rock. Afterwards, 
Carrie-Ann’s attacks on 

Ryan are so severe that he 
locks her away not just in 
the basement, but beneath 
a trap door in the laundry 
room.
 Ryan is lonely but 
eventually turns on Elissa 
and Sarah attempting to 
murder Sarah and kidnap 
Elissa. Originally appearing 
in The Pacifi er, The Jumper 
and Chloe, Thieriot’s usual 
role is reversed, as for the 
fi rst time he now plays the 
deranged villain.
 Director Mark Ton-
derai uses Theo Green’s 
suspenseful music to lure 
the audience in and keep 
them on the edge of their 
seats. The House at the End 
of the Street is PG-13 and 
101 thrilling minutes. 
 It rates four and a 
half out of fi ve stars because 
the plot is not predictable 
and has a shocking ending.

House at the 
End of the 

Street
By: Allison Lavoie

House at the End of the 
Street

Photo from: http://mobivity.com/
wp-content/uploads/2012/07/

house_at_the_end_of_the_street_
movie-1440x900.jpg

 Seventeen Magazine 
released another great Nov. 
issue aimed at teenage girls 
and young women, who are 
conscious fashion and teen-
age problems. 
 The front cover dis-
plays the fi ve members of 
One Direction, a pop all 
boys band.  There is a Q&A 
session with each member 
asking them about their so-
cial and love life.
 This issue of Seven-
teen Magazine has four main 
sections: Fashion, Beauty, 
Health and Life focusing on 
issues that girl may face.
 The Fashion section 
focused mainly on sweat-
ers, colored/patterned jeans, 
and leather and jean jackets. 
There was also a feature 

showing how to compli-
ment your body based on 
the clothes worn suitable for 
your body type.
 The Beauty section 
focused makeup with cool 
makeup tips based on your 
hair color. On pages 54 and 
55, it gives step by step in-
structions for hair styles for 
girls with longer hair.
 The Health Section 
is fi lled with healthy tips 
and advice. It’s all about 
body confi dence, which in-
cludes exercises and healthy 
recipes.  One feature in this 
issue encouraged readers to 
kick the habit of smoking 
by providing real life stories 
about quitting the habit.
 Finally, the Life 
section had a very interest-
ing and eye opening article 
called “My Sorority Sisters 
Almost Killed Me.”  The ar-
ticle was about Asya, aged 
19, who was attacked by 
members of a sorority at 

Penn State.  Her goal was to 
join the sorority, but things 
changed when the violence 
began.
 There is usually an 
unusual article featured in 
the Life section.  For ex-
ample, last Sept., the Life 
section featured an article 
called “I was afraid to ad-
mit I was raped!”  The ar-
ticle was about Karley, aged 
20, who was raped while 
attending the U.S. Military 
Academy in West Point, 
N.Y.  The school is 80 per-
cent male, which can make 
it diffi cult for a young girl.  
 Seventeen Maga-
zine can be found at your 
local newsstand or in many 
stores. The digital version 
can also be purchased on 
www.seventeen.com for 
$14.99. A one year subscrip-
tion to Seventeen Magazine, 
mailed to someone’s home, 
is $10. The cost for one is-
sue is $4.

A display of Seventeen 
Magazines

Photo by: Nicole Fontaine

Seventeen 
Magazine 

Does It Again
By: Nicole Fontaine
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Interview with Mr. Copel
              By: Charles Arnaudo

Interviews Edition 1Fall 2012

 Mr. Copel is the current Graphic Design teacher at AHS and is quite the character. He comes from a long history of teaching and working in the 
arts. Only beginning his second year of teaching Graphic Design at AHS, Copel has a lot to share about who he is, and the kid he is at heart.

Question: At what age did 
you realize you wanted to 
work in art?
Answer: Since ten years old 
I realized I wanted to work 
as an artist, drawing, shoot-
ing photography, and print-
ing in darkrooms.
Q: How does art help you?
A: Art is about understand-
ing communication - art 
helps me understand the 
world better by teaching me 
how to read a variety of vi-
sual communications. Art is 
as much about content and 
ideas as it is about color and 
form. The ideas that sur-
round a piece of art are the 
most important part to me.
Q: How long have you been 
teaching at AHS?
A: This is my fi fth year 
teaching at AHS; second 
year in CTE Graphic De-
sign. My fi rst three years of 
teaching at AHS were at the 
Network Program teaching 
math, science, some mu-
sic – guitar mostly. I also 
taught some Photoshop and 
photography skills
Q: What is your favorite 
hobby outside of school?
A: Music and photography 
— I do both as much as my 
schedule will allow me. I 
ran a darkroom through 
high school and originally 
went into art school as a 
photographer. I have also 
been playing music and re-
cording since high school 
days and have run a small 
recording studio for many 
years producing small lo-
cal artists when time has al-
lowed me to.
Q: Do you feel like your 
class is supported by the 
school?

A: I feel the program is sup-
ported but additional fund-
ing to allow the program to 
purchase professional level 
equipment and tools is al-
ways needed to allow stu-
dents to work with tools that 
are up to date and current.
Q: How have trimesters af-
fected you?
A: Things have gotten much 
busier with four levels run-
ning where there were three 
before. The reduced class 
lengths have resulted in ev-
erything having to be con-
densed, thus all curriculums 
must be redesigned and les-
sons modifi ed to meet the 
time constraints.
Q: What do you want stu-
dents to know when leaving 
your class?
A: Learn to open there eyes 
and see the world around 
them. The programs and 
equipment we work with 
are only tools; without an 
ability to understand design 
in terms of visual concepts 
like clarity, balance, form, 
shape, rhythm, dominance, 
and all other parts of visual 
design, the tools are mean-
ingless.
Q: What is your favorite 
class to teach?
A:  I enjoy teaching photog-
raphy in graphic design cur-
rently, but over many years 
I must admit that I enjoy 
teaching sound recording, 
live sound, acoustics, and 
sound technology the best. 
I have done this on and off 
since the late 1970s in many 
different capacities.
Q: What advice do you give 
to students who are looking 
to earn an art degree?
A: Work on your portfo-

lio constantly – start now - 
don’t wait.
Always carry a sketchbook 
or camera and constantly 
use it. Look at work - go to 
museums and see art in per-
son. Find books on famous 
photographers and study 
them. Immerse yourself in 
art of all kinds to understand 
the history and relationships 
of different kinds of art. Art 
is always changing and it is 
a complex language with 
many varieties and styles.
Q: What is the difference 
between teaching college 
and teaching high school?
A: College students, par-
ticularly at graduate level, 
have a much better focused 
approach, usually. College 
students are in those classes 
because they want to learn, 
and teaching is usually one-
on- one in a studio that is 
better equipped than one 
found in a high school.
Q: Why did you leave 
teaching college and start 
teaching high school?
A:  I found that many of the 
students at graduate level 
I worked with came to me 
already with preconceived 
ideas about what electronic 
art was and what could be 
or couldn’t be done. They 
were already over obsessed 
with the tools and couldn’t 
see “the forest for the trees” 
in many cases, creating 
complex works with little 
meaning or content. I de-
cided to move to teaching at 
a younger level to catch stu-
dents before they developed 
bad habits in electronic art 
and became entangled in 
bad artistic practices, substi-
tuting complexity for con-

tent and using tools without 
logic or purpose.
Q: What is your proudest 
accomplishment of your ca-
reer?
A: I spent one year for my 
graduate thesis working 
with Alvin Lucier, father of 
electronic music and mod-
ern conceptual sound art, as 
his assistant developing a 
concert performance using 
the most advanced sound 
equipment developed to 
date –  Lexicon’s LARES 
System, a virtual reality 
sound reproduction system 
used to enhance-alter the 
acoustics of major concert 
halls. I was the fi rst artist 
given a LARES system as 
a tool to create music by 
modifying the perceived 
acoustics of performance 
spaces. I worked as a co-
writer to produce a major 
commissioned work to be 
performed in NYC at Mer-
kin Hall called “40 Rooms.” 
In the “40 Rooms” piece, we 
altered the perceived acous-
tics of the room every thirty 
seconds to give the listen-
ers the perception that the 
hall was changing size and 
shape constantly.
Q: Where did you attend 
college(s)?
A: Initially, out of high 
school I did four years at the 
School of the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston (Boston 
Museum School) and gradu-
ated with a diploma program 
degree in studio art focus-
ing on video and electronic 
music before the advent of 
computers. I then went to 
Nova Scotia College of Art 
and Design (NASCAD) in 
1996 to complete my BFA 

by doing an entire degree’s 
worth of Art History cours-
es in three semesters. Upon 
leaving NASCAD, I was 
accepted into Rensellear 
Polytech Institute in upstate 
New York, one of the top 
engineering schools in the 
country, to work at iEAR 
studios, one of the top elec-
tronic arts programs avail-
able at the time. I spent two 
years there completing my 
masters in integrated elec-
tronic arts combining sculp-
ture installation, electronic 
music, digital imaging and 
printing, sound art, anima-
tion, graphic arts, and pho-
tography.
Q: Do you have any cool 
teaching stories you’d like 
to share?
A: The best can’t be pub-
lished. In the years I worked 
at RISD, I have met thou-
sands of famous artists, run 
thousands of lectures, per-
formances, concerts, fi lm 
festivals, fashion shows, 
and symposiums. I have 
done sound for Hillary 
Clinton, video for Al Gore, 
had dinner with Weird Al 
(nicest guy I ever worked 
for), built stages for X and 
Gravity Games, and done 
lighting and sound for more 
performing artists than I can 
count or remember.  
After crossing the world, 
and working with the many 
wonders of the world, Co-
pel has settled in working at 
our school. Though not as 
spectacular as his previous 
jobs, Copel hopes to spark 
students into taking a jour-
ney of their own.

10



 It was a bone chill-
ing 38 degrees the night of 
Nov. 13, yet the excitement 
of thousands gathered out-
side a local GameStop could 
have heated all of Attleboro. 
Mobs of local gamers gath-
ered in hopes of being the 
fi rst to play one of the most 
anticipated games of the 
year. 
 After mixed reviews 
on their previous title, the 
Treyarch team returns to its 
dynamic and original game-
play style to the Call of 
Duty series, with the release 
of Call of Duty: Black Ops 
2.
 Just as Infi nity Ward 
sent a shock of innovation 
through the Call of Duty 
series with their connec-
tive Elite feature, Treyarch 
is working at reinventing 
everything fans remember 
about the game and leaving 
their mark on a once dying 
series. Throwing normal 
FPS (First Person Shoot-
er) concepts out the door, 
Treyarch lent their ear to 
fans in hopes of creating a 
game for everyone.
 After more than a 

year, Treyarch returns with 
an almost fl awless game.
 Taking place decades 
after the original, Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 2 revolves 
around David Mason, son of 
Alex Mason, the main char-
acter of the previous install-
ment, and his race to stop a 
cold war from erupting be-
tween China and the United 
States led by his father’s 
old enemy Raul Menendez. 
Leader of the group Cordis 
Dia, a populist movement 
with over a billion follow-
ers, Menendez feeds infor-
mation to both sides while 
secretly in development of a 
device meant to crash both 
the Chinese and American 
stock markets, an act that 
would plunge the world into 
chaos. 
 The campaign of 
Call of Duty: Black Ops 2 
could possibly be the most 
unique campaign yet in the 
series. In an attempt to make 
the game even more person-
alized, Treyarch incorporat-
ed creating loadouts into the 
storyline to give players the 
ability to customize their 
weapons to their own style 

of fi ghting. 
 In a very innova-
tive feat of design, Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 2 features 
a branched out story line 
where players can choose 
what direction they want 
to go, and which missions 
to play. This branched sto-
ryline enables multiple end-
ings depending on player’s 
actions, something that is 
very rare in consol games 
and unexpected for Call of 
Duty fans. 
 The multiplayer 
aspect of the Call of Duty 
series has always been 
controversial. Looking to 
distance themselves from 
Infi nity Ward’s aggravating 
multiplayer style, the design 
team at Treyarch looked for 
a way to combine the best 
from all the previous Call 
of Duty games. Stealing a 
large chunk of their graph-
ics from the very realistic 
and popular Battlefi eld se-
ries, Treyarch succeeded in 
giving the game a futuristic 
feeling.
  The new “Pick Ten” 
system allows players to 
completely customize their 

guns and loadouts in an 
infi nite amount of combi-
nations.  With gun attach-
ments and equipment carry-
ing over through Prestiges, 
players are encouraged to 
be competitive with their 
friends instead of focusing 
on unlocking their favorite 
guns after they reset. The 
new League Play feature 
enables highly competi-
tive and skilled gamers to 
compete for the top spot on 
the leaderboard with their 
friends or clans of devoted 
gamers. 
 Making their return 
is the extremely popular 
offl ine training mode. New 
players, or players looking 
to work on their skills, are 
encouraged to battle against 
AI controlled computers, 
which can be set to numer-
ous diffi culties. 
 With the majority 
of the guns, killstreaks, and 
maps completely original to 
the game, Treyarch kept the 
feeling of the classic Call 
of Duty multiplayer, yet re-
invented it in a completely 
new way. 
 Also making its 

return after hundreds of 
thousands of requests is 
Treyarch’s original Zom-
bies’ mode. Stranded in nu-
merous uncomfortably eerie 
and creepy maps, players 
must rely on their skill and 
wits to fi ght off hoards of 
zombies, which increase 
in diffi culty as the rounds 
grow higher. Brand new 
maps and guns (and hidden 
easter eggs for those who 
can fi nd them) put a spin on 
the beloved zombies mode. 
Players can also move 
around large maps via bus 
to numerous locations in 
hopes of surviving as long 
as possible. 
 After much criti-
cism, and numerous blun-
ders, Treyarch sent a spark 
through an otherwise dying 
series with a game free from 
the many fl aws that once 
made games unplayable. 
With their new innovations 
in the series, Treyarch of-
fers newfound hope for fans 
who were debating on buy-
ing the game. They receive 
4 out of 5 stars for bringing 
the Call of Duty series back 
to life.

Reviving a Dying Game: Treyarch Recreates Call of Duty
By: Shaun Monast

Fast-paced team gameplay became the focus of Treyarch’s new multiplayer design
Photo from: http://goo.gl/DJTYC
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