
Attleboro High School
100 Rathbun Willard

Drive
Attleboro, MA 02703
Phone: 508-222-5150

Fax: 508-223-1579
Web Address: <http:www.

attleboroschools.com>
Principal: 

Donald Frederick
Superintendent:

Pia Durkin

I NDEX

Special Holiday Edition

Seven students from English teacher
Ms. Adeline Bee’s senior class participated in
the annual Lions’ Essay Contest answering the
question “Why is Community Service Impor-
tant?” The top two, Chris Griffis and Brittani
Barone, were chosen to represent two local Li-
ons/Leo Clubs.

Griffis will represent the Greater
Attleboro Leo Club and Barone will represent

Community Service Winners
By: Staff

Winners of the 2006-’07 Lions’ Essay
Contest: Chris Griffis and Brittani Barone
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Superintendent Pia
Durkin, Ph.D., is a veteran in the
field of education. With over 30
years of teaching and superin-
tending under her belt, Durkin is
bringing her experience and skills
to the Attleboro School District.

Durkin re-
ceived her Bachelor’s
Degree in Elementary
Education from
Queens College, and
her Master’s in Read-
ing and PhD in Educa-
tion Psychology from
New York University.

She started
teaching in New York
City, and later became
a special education ad-
ministrator, the super-
intendent of the
Narragansett district,
and the assistant su-
perintendent of Bos-
ton Public Schools.

Our superin-
tendent has high
hopes for the schools now un-
der her charge. “I want to bring
Attleboro to new heights,” she
said. She hopes to enable the
system’s teachers and adminis-
trators to do their jobs more effi-
ciently so they can better help
students.

An average day in
Durkin’s life is a hectic one. At
about 6:30 a.m., she’ll usually be
in her office, catching up on pa-
perwork and e-mails.

Meetings start at 7:30,
along with checking with the nine
principals and assorted adminis-
trators. For the rest of the morn-
ing she will be in an out of class-
rooms, finding out how things
are going.

“My favorite thing to
ask a student is, ‘What are you
doing?’” she said.

For the afternoon,
Durkin has – you guessed it –
even more meetings. At 4 she re-

turns phone calls and e-mails.
She also has about three night
meetings every week with the
school committee, PTA,
school council, and so on.

“I’m lucky that I have
a lot of energy,” said Durkin.

In spite of her busy
schedule, she still finds some
time  for fun. She likes watch-
ing movies, reading good fic-
tion, exercising and bike
riding. Some of her favorite
movies include The
Shawshank Redemption, To
Kill A Mockingbird and Mr.
Smith Goes To Washington.

Happily married for
30 years, Durkin has three chil-
dren. The youngest, Andrew,
is a senior in high school and
loves playing soccer. Her
middle child, Emily, is a spend-
ing her junior year of college
studying in Ghana. Elizabeth,
her oldest, has graduated from
New York University and is
now working for TIME Maga-
zine.

Her husband works
for the BICO Collaborative, a
group dedicated to teenagers
with emotional and behavioral
needs.

Recently, AHS under-
went an evaluation by the New
England Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC) to have
its accreditation status re-con-
firmed. In the wake of this evalu-
ation, Durkin says she will be

working on many things. She is
focusing on keeping the curricu-
lum up to par and working to-
wards renovations, which she
says the school system will be
hearing more about later.

After talking with stu-
dents of AHS, Durkin feels that
the current curriculum chal-
lenges only the students that are
interested in pushing themselves
to do well. She hopes to provide
even more opportunities for stu-
dents to “work hard for excel-
lence.”

In a world where only a
high school diploma won’t get a
person very far, Durkin wants to
help students develop better
work habits – for college and be-
yond. Such habits are not easy
to obtain, she admits.

“What was simple in
our parent’s generation is very
complex now,” she said.

With over 6,200 stu-
dents from nine different schools

in the Attleboro district,
Durkin has a lot on her plate.
Watching over five elemen-
tary schools, three middle
schools, and a high school is
a lot of responsibility.

“A superinten-
dent’s job is a 24/7 job,”
she said.

Even so, Durkin
feels that nine schools is
the perfect size for her
district. With too many
schools, like the 130 in her
previous Boston district,
she feels she becomes a
distant figure, whereas
with too few there can be
a lack of ideas and
change.

Durkin enjoys
the personal contact that
a district of this size al-
lows. “I love being in the
schools and working with
the students,” she said.

Although she
never saw herself becom-

ing “the person out in front,”
Durkin did see herself in a
type of helping profession,
like teaching. Thanks to the
encouragement of mentor Dr.
Tom Payzant, however, she
has become the person out
in front.

Payzant was the su-
perintendent of the Boston
Public Schools where Durkin
was assistant superinten-
dent. Since then, he has both
encouraged her and helped
her to stay on track in her su-
perintending duties.

All in all, Durkin is
happy with the energy both
teachers and students at AHS
have, especially in doing
things the right way.

“I am thrilled to be a
part of Attleboro Public
Schools,” she said. “I love
working with such great staff
and such great kids.”

The Doctor Is In
By: Jeremy Lallier

Superintendent Pia Durkin talks with seniors
Troy Pepicelli and LeAnne O’Regan
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the South Attleboro Village Lions in the next phase
of the competition.

          City Councilor Carolyn Tedino was the
master of ceremonies and praised all of the stu-
dents’ efforts. Lioness Pam Bliss coordinated the
event.       

The other participating students were:
Jenny Foley, Alyssa Letourneau, Julie Shellard,
Odom Srey, and Melissa McCormick.
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Joseph Lazzerini, a sophomore at AHS, is more than your average
15-year-old boy. Sure, he likes to bowl with his friends and go on the com-
puter, but Lazzerini is also the founder of the non-profit
organization “Kids Are People Too!”

“Kids Are People Too!” is an organization that
allows anybody – kids and adults of all ages – to help
out in their community and volunteer for different
events. “Together we can and will make a difference” is
the mission statement that greets visitors on their
website <www.kidsvolunteer.org>.

In the past two years, “Kids Are People Too!”
has helped at Hasbro Children’s Hospital’s Cure Kids’
Cancer Radiothon, raising over $10,000 for the cause.
They also held a Community Clean Up Day event this
past August at Lee’s Pond in South Attleboro, and
helped out with the ARC of Northern Bristol County
events. The ARC helps people with developmental dis-
abilities. For more information on the ARC, visit
<www.arcnbc.org>.

Amazingly, Lazzerini had no help creating the
program in 2004. At the time, he lived in Rehoboth,
Mass. and felt that there were no ways to help out in
the community. He decided to organize a volunteer pro-
gram.

“Volunteers are so important,” he said.
Lazzerini brought the program with him when

he moved to Attleboro in Sept. 2005. He feels that the program was easier to
start up in Attleboro than in Rehoboth. As far as this year goes, he said,
“We’re doing great!”

“KAPT!” is considering opening a community center on 70 Emory
St. this year. This center will be a haven for children to go to for homework
help, to play with and meet other children, and go on field trips.

Lazzerini is very determined to open the center. “If we don’t get
that building, we’re gonna go find another one,” he said.

As well as opening the center, “KAPT!” plans on launching a
Christmas fund Nov. through Dec. to collect Christmas gifts for the less

fortunate. They also plan to volunteer at the Attleboro Museum’s Auction Dinner in
Nov., and help with the Second Annual ARC Create-A-Thon from Jan. through

March.
Currently, events aren’t listed on the “KAPT!”

website, but on Nov. 15, a new site is to be unveiled
with a listing of upcoming events.

“A web designer all the way [from] New Jersey
is working on that,” said Lazzerini.

The events held by KAPT! not only help the
less fortunate, but they also bring people together to
have fun, make friends, and experience and accomplish
great things. Lazzerini has met multiple celebrities, in-
cluding radio personalities and pageant queens.

However, the greatest accomplishment for
Lazzerini was raising $10,000 to cure young cancer pa-
tients.

“I feel that, at my age, you don’t see many kids
starting their own organization and getting kids to vol-
unteer. Raising ten-grand meant so much. Seeing what
they [young cancer patients] had to go through every
day, and knowing that we helped was so great,” he
said.

Along with running Kids Are People Too!,
Lazzerini finds time to keep up in school, work two
jobs at McDonald’s and The Family Restaurant, and
hang out with friends. He is very close with his two

brothers who live in Cali., and he lives with his father and mother.
In fact, the best advice he has ever received came from his mother, “You

know what you want; go and get it! Fight for what you want.”
To anybody wishing to start their own organization, Lazzerini says, “All

the power to you ... it takes time and dedication. If you want to do it, do it. Everyone
has the time, but not everyone has the confidence.”

KAPT! holds meetings when an event is coming up. To join, visit the
organization’s website, <www.kidsvolunteer.org.> If you don’t wish to join the group,
but still wish to help out, there are options for you too.

“Donations or benefits are always welcomed,” said Lazzerini.

Students Can Help Too!
By: Sarah Surprenant

The AHS GSA (Gay Straight Alliance)
recently took a trip to Provincetown (P. Town)
on Saturday, September 23 to experi-
ence the diverse culture of a homo-
sexual oriented society. GSA advisors,
Ms. Shirman and Ms. Wells-Scott, vol-
unteered their time to supervise and
provide transportation.

At 7 a.m. students gathered at
the pool entrance of AHS and drove
three hours to P. Town. Members of the
GSA who attended are Lacey Binns
(12), Veronica Tumavicus (12), Melissa
Campbell (12), Johnny Correllus (12),
Dan Ciota (senior from Fitchburg High),
Lindsey Seaman (12), and Ashley Hosa
(12).

Before socializing and explor-
ing P. Town, the GSA stopped by the
beach to view the scenery and take pic-
tures. Students then proceeded into the
shopping area of P. Town.

Muir Music, Don’t Panic! and
the Human Rights Campaign Store in-
clude some of the places students
shopped during the day. Some restau-
rants the GSA saw during their day in-
cluded Burger Queen (a cut off of
Burger King), Bubala’s Restaurant, and
Connie’s Bakery.

From left to right: Johnny Correllus, Dan
Ciota, Ashley Hosa, Veronica Tumavicus, Ms.

Shirman, Melissa Campbell, Lacey Binns,
Lindsey Seaman, and Ms. Wells-Scott
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Muir Music is a small classy shop with
art, literature, greeting cards, rainbow bumper

stickers, and other stationary products.
Don’t Panic! (a small homosexual

orientated shop) sold shirts with rainbows,
rainbow flags, rainbow glasses, rainbow
candles, rainbow playing cards, humorous
pins about being a homosexual, and mov-
ies that touch on the subject of being gay.

The Human Rights Campaign
(HRC) Store sold shirts with their equal sign
logos embedded in them, and other cloth-
ing/accessories. The motto of the HRC,
which is shown in the front of the store,
states “Equality is the heart of everything
HRC stands for - an equal opportunity to
share in the rights and responsibilities of
our society - an equal hope of living free
from the threat of discrimination.”

Students and advisors met at
Bubala’s, which is a small but cozy restau-
rant in the midst of P. Town’s shopping
area. After lunch students wandered
around looking at more small shops with
rainbow gear to the extreme.

Around 4 p.m. students and ad-
visors climbed into Shirman and Wells-
Scott’s cars and grooved to Kelis and Jus-
tin Timberlake the entire drive home.

P. Tizzle

By: Ashley Hosa

Sophomore Joseph Lazzerini 
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Out with the old
and in with the experienced?
This year AHS is joined by
many new teachers but none
like Mrs. Carol Ann
Alderson.

Alderson is new at
AHS, but not new to teach-
ing in general. She is a former
Mansfield High School Spe-
cial Education teacher who
graduated from Assumption
College. There, she received
a double major in Education
and English and later a Mas-
ters in Moderate
Disability.She worked for the
State Representative Philip
Travis, who is the represen-

Alderson is already
enjoying teaching at AHS.

“It’s still new to me,
but I don’t get lost anymore,”
she said.

The students really
enjoy her, too. “She’s nice,
she’s really cool,” said Emily
Ouellette (9), a student in
Alderson’s class.

Alderson’s advice to
students is to “try to have a
better attitude toward school.
This is your chance to be a
sponge and soak everything
in” and to “try to enjoy high
school because you will look
back and miss it.”

tative for the fourth Bristol
District, which includes
Rehoboth, Swansea and
Seekonk, MA, for five
years and then later worked
for seven years at a hospi-
tal pathology lab because
she had always been inter-
ested in medicine. She now
returns to her teaching
roots at AHS because “my
heart was still with teach-
ing.”

Alderson lives in
Rehoboth with her husband

of 30 years and has a son who is
attending her almamata Assump-
tion College.

A former Bishop
Feehan High School student,
Alderson had always dreamed of
being a teacher. Alderson is now
a Special Education teacher,
which entails having a case load
of individualized education stu-
dents.

Now that Alderson is
part of the staff, she said she is
no longer rooting for Feehan, but
supports AHS. She said, “Feehan
and AHS did not have as big a
rivalry as they do now.”

New to AHS - Not New to Teaching
By: Stefanie Howarth

Mrs. Alderson
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You love a two-week
vacation out of school, right?
Wrong. Not when the two-week
vacation involves surgery,
physical therapy, and being idle
and very bored.

Trust me. I was ex-
cited for the break, too. Well,
until it actually happened. I
honestly could not wait to get
back to school the second day
after having Anterior Cruciate
Ligament (ACL) replacement
surgery.

The ACL is the liga-
ment that causes your knee not
to buckle. Without it your knee
would buckle with pressure.

Navigating AHS hall-
ways with crutches is quite
possibly more difficult than
actual school. Since the only
elevator in the school is located
in B building off the cafeterias,
it made me realize how large this
school really is. It was just my
luck that none of my classes
are located near the elevator.

After having surgery
and being on crutches for a
month, I have noticed that

many places are not easy to navi-
gate, including my own house. I
only remember the difficult task
of getting into my house,
thanks to a drug-induced
haze on that first day home.

The first thing I
had to do after arriving
home was climbing up my
three garage stairs. This
climb is not half as easy as
it sounds. After the first
step, I stopped and de-
cided not to do it anymore.
It was not that easy. I had
to finish what felt like a
hike, up those stairs.

That night, I
could not even sleep in my
own bed because I wasn’t
going to attempt the stairs
again. I could not wait for
the next day because nothing
could be worse than what was
happening.

Wrong again. The fol-
lowing day was even worse, just
like the pain in my leg. I finally
was able to go into my own
room, after spending what felt

like an hour getting up the
stairs, and then didn’t move.

I did not leave my
house until a week later and I
couldn’t wait. Being away
from the rest of the world for
that long made me feel like a
caged animal.

When I finally left
my house, I wished I had not.

It was so hard to move around,
anywhere.

A week and a half later I
started going to school
events and finally felt like
a person again and was
able to see my friends.
The only downfalls were
that I was in a lot of pain,
still on crutches, and tired
very easily and quickly.

Around the same time
physical therapy started.
This was the most upset-
ting, because most of the
mobility and strength was
lost in my leg. I thought
walking and sports would
never again be possible.

Finally, two
weeks later, I returned to
school. It was hard getting

back into the swing of things.
After returning to school, I real-
ized that I was easily frustrated
and upset.

Pain was still there even
a month later and I had to miss a
lot of things I looked forward to,
including Halloween and my
whole field hockey season.

The worst is over. It is
over two months since the sur-
gery and the pain has decreased
immensely, but I’m not yet as
good as new. I am off the
crutches and have a smaller
brace that allows me more mo-
bility. Being off crutches makes
life a lot easier.

I am finally able to
work out again, including walk-
ing on the treadmill and riding
an exercise bike. Soon I will be
better and hopefully as good
as new.

Now, I am just going
through physical therapy, get-
ting my strength back, prepar-
ing for the softball season in
the spring, and next year’s field
hockey season in the fall.

After getting through
the past few months, my re-
spect for people having any
type of surgery and my respect
for the handicapped has
greatly increased. I’ve also
learned being in school is a lot
better than being home, bored
and idle.

Under the Knife
By: Stefanie Howarth

 

School practitioner
Donna Dunn has personally
never had to deal with drug
abuse at AHS where cases are
extremely rare.

 “It’s not a huge issue;
certain kids do it, but here it’s
not a huge issue at all,” said
Dunn

AHS makes student
keep all of their medications
inside the nurse’s office. If a
student is found with cold
medication outside of the
nurse’s office, their parents are
called and depending how bad
the case is, the school also
takes action.

The problem with
overdosing on cold medication,
particular cough medicine, is
the substance called
dextromethorphan or DXM
that it contains. DXM can be
found in tablets, gel caps, cap-
sules, syrups, and lozenges. On
the box it would be labeled DM,
cough, or cough suppressant.

  Last September, AHS
teens were abusing cold medi-
cation in order to get high.
“Three students consumed
over-the-counter medication in
significant doses,” said AHS
principal Donald W. Frederick.
The school had a presentation
shortly after to inform the stu-
dents about the dangers of
abusing cold medications.

Many teens abuse
cough medications such as
Robitussin, Nyquil, Benadryl,
and Coricidin because they are
easy to find, teens have enough
money to but them, and it’s
perfectly legal. Also, parents
don’t suspect anything wrong
if they go into their teenager’s
room and find cough medicine
lying around.

It is easy for anyone to
go on the internet and find DXM
in pure powder form. There is
also a chart for people to check
how much can be taken for a
particular weight. The safe
amount of DXM that should be
consumed for coughs is about
fifteen to thirty milligrams; abus-
ers usually take 350 milligrams
or more (<http://theantidrug.
c o m / d r u g _ i n f o /
drug_info_dxm.asp>).

“It’s becoming a major
issue,” said LeAnne O’Regan
(12) “I work at Target and
custumers aren’t allowed to buy
cold medicine without an ID.”

If you suspect some-
one is abusing DXM  look for
these symptoms:

*confusion
 *impaired judgment
*blurred vision
*paranoia
 *excessive sweating
*slurred speech, nausea
*irregular heartbeat
*high blood pressure
*dry and itchy skin
*loss of consciousness
*seizures
*brain damage
*hallucinations
*hypothermia
*loss of muscle control
*coma
*death

* Talk to your peers. Learn
about the importance of fol-
lowing directions on the la-
bels of all OTC medications.
Understand the dangers of
abusing OTC cough and cold
medications.

* Be mindful of the season. A
person can benefit from me-
dicinal relief of cough, cold,
and flu symptoms by taking
OTC cough and cold prepa-
rations according to the in-
structions on the
manufacturer’s label. Using
cough and cold medications
outside of cold and flu sea-
son to self-medicate is dan-
gerous.

*Internet use. Unfortunately,
there are Internet sources
that sell DXM in a bulk pow-
der form or encourage teens
to share their experiences
with abusing DXM. These in-
dividual sites are not regu-
lated so it becomes increas-
ingly imperative to be aware
of the information read on the
Internet

Ways to avoid cold medication
abuse:

For more informa-
tion go to < http://theantidrug.
c o m / d r u g _ i n f o /
drug_info_dxm.asp>.

Cold
medicines
(left) are
becoming
more than

just 
common

remedies.

Cold Medication Abuse
By: Alison Battista

Mr. Joseph N. Enegren
has wanted to be a police officer
since he was a child, and he is
now the new police officer at
AHS.

“I enjoy working with
staff at AHS and enjoy talking and
kidding with the students and
helping them with problems they
may be having,” Enegren said.
  Ene-gren
has lived in Attleboro for most of
his life, and he chose not to go to
college. “Before becoming a po-
lice officer, I did attend a certifi-
cate program for the travel indus-
try in Kissimmee, Florida,” which
is where he received his training.

Enegren’s prior experi-
ence to becoming a police officer
was passing a 40 hour course and
taking a specialized training in
specific juvenile issues yearly.

Enegren’s favorite thing
about his job is solving crimes
and working with the students,
but he said it is hard to make the
students realize he is there to help
and that he does care about them.
Solving and dealing with a lot of
incidents at once is also some-
thing he finds difficult.

“Watch and listen to
things that
are going on
around you
and make
sure all the
doors are se-
cure,” said
E n e g r e n
about advice
he would
give to in-
coming secu-
rity officers.

“Mr. Enegren
is readily ac-
cessible at all
times when-

ever a student needs his help
in any way,” said fellow secu-
rity officer Gary E. Witherell.

If Enegren could give
life advice to anyone he’d say,
“Try your hardest in school to
do well. Education is the most
important thing you need to be
successful in life.”

Enegren’s biggest in-
spiration is his grandparents.
“No matter what obstacle that
they encountered, they made
everything work and made it
seem easy,” he said.

Golfing, camping, and
skiing are some of Enegren’s in-
terests outside of his job. He
dreamt of being a professional
golfer as a child and said a pro-
fessional sports job would
have been nice, or something
involving money and travel.

One thing he said he
would change in his life is hav-
ing no regrets. “Life decisions
that you make, make you, you!”
said Enegren.

When he is 55,
Enegren plans to retire and
move to a warm climate, relax,
and travel.

Enegren stands in his new
office at AHS
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New Security Officer
By: Alison Battista
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En t er t a i n m en t
Plain White T’s are

back and softer than ever with
their fourth album – Every Sec-
ond Counts. The pop-rock
band from Chicago, Ill. released
Every Second as their first Hol-
l y w o o d
Records al-
bum produced
with Fearless
Records com-
pany on Sept.
12, 2006.

E v -
ery Second
Counts is a
calmer album,
mellowed out
by slower
songs con-
trasted with
the hyper,
nonstop energy of All That We
Needed, the junior album by
Plain White T’s.

The album mixes
acoustic and electric guitars,
bass, melodic vocals, and po-
etic lyrics to create an estheti-
cally pleasing potpourri of rock
music. Songs ranging from
heartwarming love-songs to
critical break-up songs (Sorry,
kids, no self-loathing here; only
pick-me-ups!) are sure to attract
the fans of Hoobastank, Brand
New, Jack’s Mannequin, and
New Found Glory.

The first single on the
album has been released, and a
video for it has been climbing
the charts on MTV. “Hate (I Re-

Every Second A Hit
By: Sarah Surprenant

ally Don’t Like You),” is a bit-
ter, post-break-up song vouch-
ing that “All I wanted was your
love … hate is a strong word,
but I really, really, really don’t
like you.” However, it isn’t in

P l a i n
W h i t e
T’s cus-
tom to
r e c o r d
an album
of hate
s o n g s ,
so ex-
p e c t
s o m e
l o v e
s o n g s ,
too.

“ Wr i t e
You A Song” is surely the deep-
est love song on Every Second
Counts. Lead singer Tom
Higgenson admits in the song,
“I can’t give you the house
you’ve been dreamin’ / if I
could, I would build it alone /
I’d be out there all day, just
hammering away to make us a
place of our own.”

This album definitely
earns all five stars. It’s an amaz-
ing album, and anybody look-
ing for a feel-good pop-rock al-
bum should check it out.

For song samples
and more information on Plain
White T’s, visit
<www.plainwhitets.com>.

Every Second Counts
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If the words violence,
gangsters, or blood intrigue you,
then The Departed is a must see
movie. Directed by Martin
Scorcese, this movie tells a story
about a world where double
crossing the justice system is as
common as riding a bike.

Collin Sullvian, played
by Matt Damon, is known
throughout Massachusetts as a
rising star after he nails a job in
the Boston Police Department.
His devotion, however, is to an
Irish mob leader Frank Costello,
played by Jack Nicholson. The
police department tries desper-
ately for years to catch Costello,
and secretly hires an undercover
cop named Billy Costigan
(Leonardo DiCaprio), who be-
comes a member of the gang by

becoming the inside man,
and finally takes Costello
down.

Once Sullivan and
Costigan discover that each
side has an undercover rat,
the heart racing action be-
gins and does not end until
the screen goes black. At the
end, each man is consumed
by their double lives, and
they don’t realize the con-
stant danger of their jobs.

Other actors in the
film include Mark Wahlberg
(Four Brothers), Martin
Sheen (NBC series The West
Wing), and Alec Baldwin
(The Aviator).

This movie is rated
R for strong violence, sexual
content, and pervasive lan-

guage and is about two and a half
hours and is currently still in the-
aters.

The Departed: A Must See
By: Paige Fontes

Departed: A Good
Use of Your $9
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Holding a grudge isn’t
always in everyone’s best inter-
est. If someone holds one long
enough, it can turn into a homi-
cidal rage.

The supernatural dark
haired girl is back with ven-
geance. The Grudge 2 goes
deeper into the
madness of the
actual grudge
she is holding.
Grudge 2, was
directed by
T a k a s h i
Shimizu who
has directed
several other
versions of the
Grudge in Ja-
pan. 

The
supernatural
curse is now
corrupting a
few new cast
members. Am-
ber Tamblyn,
who plays the
younger sister
of Sarah
Michelle Gellar,
is the one with
the problems
now. Gellar
played in the
first Grudge,
but had no luck
finding the se-
cret to why the
girl needed this
vengeance.

A group of
unrelated people are brought to-
gether, to unlock the unnatural
force that has been brought upon
them.

At the beginning of the
movie four “popular” girls named
Allison, Trish, Sally and Vanessa,
lead one “dorky” girl named
Lacey into the house. The girls
are seemingly nice as they show
Lacey around.

Their cruelty begins to
show when the four girls put
Lacey into a closet and tell her to
sit and wait. Lacey begins to
shake and breathes heavily. She

hears a moan and it starts to
crackle.

The girls outside the
closet shut the door, lock it and
run for the front door leaving
her with her fate. The girl franti-
cally starts screaming for her

life, punching and kicking the
door but it will not budge. She
stops, calms down for a minute,
and looks around, but sees
nothing. The noise comes
again; it is much louder and
stronger now. She begins to
panic and hyperventilate. At
that moment she feels some-
thing touch her hair from above.
Her voice is shaking when she
breathes, she looks up and sees
two pale white gleaming eyes
staring at her.

The voice continues
from the unidentifiable figure.

The girl screams for her life,
throws herself up against the
closet door and falls out. The
figure comes into the light. She
sees that it’s a corpse of a dead
boy. The shrieking from her
won’t end, and she runs and
trips as she tries to get away

from the image
permanently im-
printed in her
head. She flees
out the front
door away from
the cursed and
c o r r u p t e d
house.

T h e
writer of the
Grudge 2 is
Stephen Susco.
The producers
are: Doug
Belgrad, Drew
Crevello, and
S h a n n o n
Gaulding. The
companies that
p r o d u c e d
Grudge 2 were:
Columbian Pic-
tures, Ghost
House Pictures,
Mandate Pic-
tures, Vertigo
Entertainment,
and Sony Pic-
tures Entertain-
ment.

This is
only the begin-
ning of this ven-
geance. “This

was a very exciting movie,”
said Adrienne Salisbury (10).
Teenagers would be the ones
who would mostly watch this
and it is rated PG-13, and a
thriller movie, because of gro-
tesque images and horror
scenes. This movie was an
amazing sequel to the first, and
is still in theatres, but of course
as most movies, the sequel will
never be better than the origi-
nal.

For more on Grudge
2, visit <www.imdb.com> and
search Grudge 2, or go see it
at a local theatre.

Holding a Grudge
By: Lauren Ginn

If you are ever in the
mood for a “sizzling” place to
enjoy a meal, visit Chili’s Res-
taurant in its newest location in
Plainville, MA.

The restaurant in-
cludes free refills on soda and
iced tea, good prices and a
friendly atmosphere. Food
prices range from $8 to $12.

Their “Triple Dipper
Dinner” has been getting great
reviews by customers. It con-
sists of the customer’s choice
of any of three following en-
trees: Taquitos, Boneless
Shanghai Wings, Southwestern
Eggrolls, Boneless Buffalo
Wings, Fried cheese, Bourbon
Boneless Wings, or Hot Spin-
ach and Artichoke Dip. The
price is only $10 for any three
entrees.

Some of the more re-
quested appetizers are Fried

Cheese, Southwestern
Eggrolls, and the Awesome
Blossom, a whole fried onion.

The restaurant does
not have a salad bar, but the
menu includes a variety of
soups, salads and sides.

The desserts range
from a Molten Chocolate Cake
to a Frosty Strawberry Shake.
My favorite dessert is the
Mudslide Pie. Whenever I see
the Oreo cookie crust, caramel,
with whipped cream topping I
start to drool.

In my opinion, one of
the best entrees on the menu
is the Boneless Buffalo
Chicken appetizer for $6. This
can be ordered super hot or
just medium. Be sure to have
lots of liquid to quench the fire.

Chili’s is located at
107 Taunton Street in front of

the new
T a r g e t
mall.

C a l l
508-695-
5105 for
reserva-
tions.

New Sizzling Restaurant
By: Tarheya Rogers
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Grudge 2: Back with a Second
Helping of Vengeance
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En t er t a i n m en t
What cool new movie

has singing, dancing, and pen-
guins all in one, just in time for
the winter holiday season? Two
words: Happy Feet.

Penguin lovers be-
ware, for this movie will melt
your heart, split your sides,
and leave you with facial
twitches and muscle cramps.
It is warm and comical, but
sometimes somber, animated
George Miller movie about
Antarctica’s Emperor Pen-
guins. The movie tells almost
the same tale as last winter’s
March of the Penguins.  In
the beginning, at least.

The movie first fol-
lows the courtship of the pen-
guins, incubation of the egg,
and hatching of the baby,
mixing comical twists with
true elements that are found
in March of the Penguins. For
one, the penguins sing to find
each other, but not in little
chirps and squeaks. No, the
penguins sing Baby Got Back
by Sir Mix-A-Lot and songs by
other well-known artists.

Mumble, voice by
Elijah Wood, is a social outcast
from the time he is hatched, due
to an accident during his egg-
stage. He comes out of the shell

tapping his feet, which pen-
guins just don’t do, according
to his father, Memphis (voice
by Hugh Jackman).

The flock soon learns
that Mumble can’t sing, and
later blames their food shortage
on his “happy feet.” After much
consideration, they cast him out
of the group, against pleas of
his mother, Norma Jean, voice
by Nicole Kidman.

Mumble goes off to
find the source of the problem.

Friends are made
along Mumble’s journey, in-
cluding Ramon and Lovelace,
both voices are Robin Will-
iams’. They stick with Mumble,
and even give him tips on how
to win over the love of his life,
Gloria (voice by Brittany
Murphy).

Following a plot of
twists, turns, and loop-de-
loops, the movie speaks of
love, devotion, survival,
friendship, courage, strength,
and man’s impact on the envi-
ronment. It is a five-star movie
with an all-star cast for parents
and children to see together,
for it teaches life-long lessons
for both the older and younger
audience.

This movie is rated PG;
children will laugh at funny
voices, while adults will laugh
at subtle innuendos. At 108
min, it is long enough to tell a

story, but short enough that
children won’t become restless.

Happy Feet is dedi-
cated to the late Steve Irwin –
the “Crocodile Hunter” – who,
before his tragic death in Sep-
tember 2006, provided the voice
of Kev, a seabird.

Flightless Bird Dances
By: Sarah Surprenant

“What’s with your
feet, son?”
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The transition from
middle school to high school is
a big step in many adolescents’
lives. The stress of hours of
homework doesn’t come close
to the adventures high school
students experience.

In his first book, The
Perks of Being a Wallflower, by
Stephen Chbosky, a naive, de-
pressed freshman
enters his first year
in high school with
no concept of the
many obstacles of
drugs, peer pres-
sure, and death.

T h e
style of the book is
written as a set of
journal entries
from the main char-
acter, Charlie, who
uses a fake name
to remain anony-
mous, and shares
his most outrageous memories.

Charlie is a genuine
character who spends most of
his time trying to figure out why
things happen the way they do,
then participating with his fel-
low peers. He suffers from de-
pression that was stimulated by
the death of his closest relative,
and the suicide of his best and
only friend. While on the path
to recovery, Charlie is drawn to
a group of seniors who accept
and support his individuality
when it comes to his sense of
simple-mindedness. His new
friends later give him the name
wallflower because of his shy,
reflective personality.

Overwhelmed with the
worries of his family and friends,
Charlie begins to fade into his

thoughts, slowly losing all
concept of the aspects of the
world around him. He is a very
emotional person and finds
himself crying in good or bad
situations. As his depression
increases, people begin to no-
tice his uncertainty about liv-
ing and he later begins to see a
psychiatrist.

By the
end of the
novel, Charlie
realizes that liv-
ing in the mo-
ment and let-
ting go of all of
his strong emo-
tions, made him
feel “infinite.”
This was a
place where a
sense of feel-
ing was stron-
ger than any
kind of thought

and everything can be forgot-
ten because at that moment you
are untouchable, invincible.

This book appeals to
teenagers because of its vague,
bold story line that young
adults ranging from 14-19 will
be able to relate to. It talks about
the many emotional times that
high school often presents to
young teens.

The Perks of Being a
Wallflower was published by
Pocket Books, in February 1999
as a paperback and was one of
the first books that is part of
MTV’S Books/Pockets Books.
Chbosky was voted the #1
Young Adult Bestsellers by
<amazon.com>. It can be pur-
chased at any local bookstore
or online.
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War movies have al-
ways reminded Americans
about the struggles and hard-
ships past citizens suffered to
provide future citizens with bet-
ter lives. In the
movie Flags of
Our Fathers, di-
rected by Clint
Eastwood and
S t e v e n
Spielberg, a re-
enactment of
the Battle of Iwo
Jima is an in-
tense travel
through time
combining the
fears and heart-
breaks of the
soldiers and
families affected
by the war.

In the
movie, Ameri-
cans fought for
victory against
the Japanese.
When a photog-
rapher took a
picture of six
soldiers on top
of Iwo Jima  rais-
ing the Ameri-
can flag, the
picture became
a symbol of free-
dom for the
United States.
When the survivors of the pho-
tograph were shipped back
home from the war, they experi-
enced their five minutes of fame,
traveling city to city to help
raise bonds for the war. But as

the audience later discovers,
the three war “heroes,” who
were Doc Bradley (Ryan
Phillippe), Rene Gagnon (Jesse
Bradford), and Ira Hayes (Adam

Beach), were actually not the
original flag raisers. Earlier that
day on Iwo Jima, a first flag pole
had been raised, but was later
taken down to retrieve the flag.

Another flag pole was put up
by different soldiers.

Throughout their ex-
perience of traveling around the
U.S., the soldiers struggle with

the knowledge
that they were liv-
ing a lie and that
the real war heroes
died for a cause
and for their coun-
try without any
acknowledgement.

This movie
created an inspir-
ing reenactment of
the Battle of Iwo
Jima, but more im-
portantly, the film
involved the audi-
ence by adding de-
scriptive flash-
backs, that made
the characters
easier to relate to.

O t h e r
characters include
Paul Walker (2
Fast 2 Furious),
Jamie Bell (King
Kong), Barry Pep-
per (We Were Sol-
diers), and Robert
Patrick (Law and
Order).

This movie,
based on the book
with the same title,
is rated R for

graphic war violence and lan-
guage, and is two and a half
hours long. It is currently in the-
aters and recommended for
anyone who is looking for a
good cry.

Flags of Our Fathers
By: Paige Fontes
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Flags Of Our Fathers is a
reenactment of the Battle 

of Iwo Jima

On Nov. 21, 2006, Long
Island-based rock band Brand
New released their third album;
The Devil and God Are Raging
Inside Me. However, rushing
out to FYE to pick up this one
is not neces-
sary; it isn’t
going to fly
off the
shelves in any
big rush. 

The Devil
and God has a
darker sound
than Brand
New’s previous
album; Deja
Entendu. The
new sound is
no improvement for the band.

With not a happy song
on the entire album, The Devil
and God Are Raging Inside Me
would only satisfy an audience
of depressed, angst-stricken
youth. The album consists of a
jumble of morbid lines, for ex-
ample, “I am fine to put your
gun to my life,” from “You
Won’t Know.”

Veteran fans of Brand
New might be saddened to learn

Brand New Disappointment
By: Sarah Surprenant

5

Brand New’s
 Latest Album

that lead singer and guitarist
Jesse Lacey’s voice has
dropped a few octaves, and the
beauty of upbeat acoustic gui-
tar has nearly disappeared.
Lacey also doesn’t display

much emotion,
making the
sound very
monotonous.

With
recurring ele-
ments of self-
hatred in lyr-
ics, boring and
r e p e t i t i v e
chords, and
drums almost
nonexistent,

except to keep a beat, the album
makes 54 minutes and 57 sec-
onds of grueling tedium. It is
quite a contrast to the witty lyr-
ics and upbeat instrumentals of
Deja Entendu.

In the song “Limou-
sine (MS Rebridge),” Lacey
sings, “In the choir I saw a sad
messiah. He was bored and tired
of my laments.”

Sad messiah, you are
not alone.
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A Loss of Innocence
By: Paige Fontes
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Happy Holidays

From Dec. 26 through
Jan. 2 many African-Americans
celebrate Kwanzaa, a unique
eight day holiday, that honors
the African-American heritage
and means “first fruit of the
harvest,” in the African lan-
guage Kiswahili.

This holiday is based
on seven guiding principles or
“Nguzo Saba.” They are
Umoja, Kujichaglia, Ujima,
Ujamaa, Nia, Kuumba, and
Imani. All seven of the guid-
ing principles are centered
around family, community, self-
improvement, and commerce.

The website
<www.tike.com/celeb-kw.htm>

references that Umoja means
“unity.” Umoja stresses the
importance of togetherness for
the family and the community.

Kujichagulia is “self-
determination,” which requires
that African Americans define
their common interest and
make decisions that are in the
best interest of their commu-
nity and family.

Ujima is “collective
work and responsibility.” This
principle reminds followers of
their obligations to the past,
present, and future. Ujima fo-
cuses on one’s role in society,
on the  community, and the
world.

Ujamaa emphasizes
economics, the celebrater’s
collective economic strengths,
and encourages people to
meet their common needs.

Nia is the purpose
that encourages followers to
look within and to set personal
goals that help their commu-
nity.

A creative way to
make use of creative energies
is to build and maintain a
strong community called
Kuumba.

Imani is the “focus on honor-
ing.” It draws upon of best
individual’s, and helps follow-
ers strive for a higher level of
humankind.

Kwanzaa is not a reli-
gious or political concept. It is
also not a substitute for Christ-
mas. Kwanzaa was founded by
Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966
during the civil rights struggle.

Since then, Kwanzaa
has been observed by more the
17 million people. It is unclear
how many supporters celebrate
it, but a poll in the New York
Times in 1999 showed that 4.7
million people in America cel-
ebrate Kwanzaa.

When celebrating
Kwanzaa, people light a candle
holder called a Kinara. Kikome
cha umoja, also known as the
unity cup, is used for drinking.

Mishumaa saba represents the
seven candles: one black, three
red, and three green. Lastly the
Zawadi means the gifts that are
enriching.

During Kwanzaa ev-
eryday a prayer is offered by a
member of the family and one
candle is lit representing the
seven guiding principles. The
family eats and then partici-
pates in closing prayer.

Some of the foods the
family feasts on are Koki, Pea-
nut Soup, Jollof Rice, yams, co-
conut pie, and fruit salad.

While the feast is oc-
curring, the family is usually lis-
tening to music, singing, or
dancing.

The Mishumaa Saba is
used during the feast in prayers
and blessing.

Some families give pre-
sents everyday to reinforce the
specific principle of each day,
while others give presents only
on Dec. 31.

Eight Day Celebration
By: Tarheya Rogers

A kinara represents the seven guiding
principles of Kwanzaa
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If you aren’t Jew-

ish, you may not know
much about Hanukkah or its
traditions of lighting the
menorah, playing with a
dreidel, the giving of one
gift on each night, or the
s p e c i a l
foods.

 “My
grandpar-
ents will
give us
candy and
stuff, but
t h a t ’ s
about it,”
said Phil
Ross (10)
about his
Hanukkah
traditions,
a d d i n g
that he and
his family
light the
menorah together and say
prayers that go along with
it.

“My grandma
used to make matza ball
soup, which I loved. Matza
is basically bread without
yeast,” said Ross, talking
about his favorite foods to
eat during Hanukkah.

Hanukkah is a holi-
day celebrated by Jewish
people every year. It starts
on the 25 day of the Jewish
month Kislev, which is usu-
ally around December on a
regular calendar. Some other
names for this holiday are
the festival of lights, the
feast of the Macabbees,
and the feast of dedication.

Hanukkah’s pur-
pose is to rededicate the
temple of Jerusalem, which
had been profaned by the
king of Syria, Antiochus IV
Epiphanes, and was dedi-

cated to “the worship of Zeus.”
Greeks tried to ruin

Jewish religions by forcing them
to eat pig, which is against their
religion. Mathias, a Jewish high
priest, was requested to eat the
pig and refused. A Jewish vil-

lager stepped in and offered to
do it, making Mathias angry and
the villager ended up getting
stabbed to death.

Most Jewish people
were angry and wanted to fight
back, but some were scared and
sided with the Greeks. Mathias
and his five sons ended up at-
tacking all the Greek soldiers and
then went to hide in near by
mountains.

Juddah Maccabbee
and his soldiers traveled to the
temple to see what had hap-
pened. They found that most
things were either destroyed,
missing or broken.

Maccabbee and his
soldiers cleaned up the temple
and wanted to have a big dedi-
cation ceremony to light the
menorah. They searched for oil
to light it, but only found
enough to last one day.

Taking them by surprise,
the oil ended up lasting for eight
days, which is where the eight
days of Hanukkah originate.

“We get together one
night with a certain group of
friends and exchange gifts for the

kids,” said
math teacher
Mr. Alan
Weintraub. He
enjoys light-
ing the
Menorah ev-
ery night and
saying the
prayers that
go along with
it. He also
used to give a
gift to his
daughter ev-
ery night
when she still
lived at home.
One night she

wouldn’t get a present, but would
donate one to charity instead.

“I get a calendar and a
bunch of socks. Happy Hanuk-
kah,” said history teacher Mr. Ari
Weinstein. He thinks the only rea-
son it’s a popular holiday is be-
cause it’s right around Christmas.
Weinstein’s family likes to get to-
gether and make potato pancakes
or latkes as a special tradition. In
his opinion “the whole eight days
of presents isn’t important. We
only do that in the United States
pretty much.”

“Of course we like to
light the menorah and say
prayers,” said teacher Mr. Jay
Cohen. Since his granddaughter
is Christian, he celebrates Christ-
mas with her and she celebrates
Hanukkah with him.

They both like to go out
and buy one hundred dollars
worth of toys and then give them
to charity. “It’s a time of charity
for us,” said Cohen.
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A menora and the star of David represent
the Jewish holiday Hanukkah

Special Hanukkah Traditions
By: Alison Battista

For several years,
making the holidays non-
denominational and politi-
cally correct has been a ma-
jor issue. “Happy
Christmahanakwanzakaa,”
among others, has been sar-
castically dubbed an accept-
able holiday greeting.

In my opinion,
Christmas cheer should not
be belittled by the political
correct-ness of our country.
Yearly, the Christmas tree in
the Boston Common is lit up
with a celebration enjoyed
by hundreds.

Last year, citizens
had to call it a “Holiday
Tree” instead. But it isn’t a
holiday tree, it’s a Christmas
tree. Just as menorahs aren’t

holiday candle holders, they’re
menorahs.

I come from a Christian
family and we celebrate Christ-
mas with fierce spirit. Granted,
our spirit isn’t so much for Jesus
as it is for presents, but it’s a spirit
nonetheless.

If a Jewish person
wished me a “Happy Hanukah”
unknowingly, I would not be of-
fended in the least. I would sim-
ply say “you too.”

It is time for people to
embrace whichever holiday they
celebrate, and stop worrying
about being offensive. Saying
“Happy Anything” isn’t a reason
for anybody to be upset, at least
people are greeting you.

Regardless of religion,
winter is a time for celebration of
family, friends, and, naturally,
presents. With that said, Merry
Christmas!

Happy Non-Denominational Winter Holiday
By: LeAnne O’Regan
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‘Tis the season to be
spending, and our friends in the
media world will make sure you
don’t forget it.

It’s tolerable at first –
a few Christmas carols here and
there, but before long, they’re
EVERYWHERE. Radio stations,
TV commercials, cell phones, el-
evators – all blaring the same
repetitive Christmas tunes.
Sometimes, I honestly envy
Grandma for getting run over by
a reindeer. Other times, I feel like
decking a lot more than just the
halls.

Another thing that
comes with Christmas is lights.
Lots and lots of lights. There’s
really nothing like driving past
La Salette at night and being
blinded by a display consum-
ing enough megawatts to power
the entire third world (and then
some). I don’t envy whoever
has to pay those bills. His reac-
tion must have been priceless.

“Alright, who’s the
wise guy who sent me a copy
of the national deficit? It’s the
what? THIS IS THE  ELECTRIC
BILL? WE’RE RUINED!”

Let’s not forget about
the one guy who, in stark defi-
ance of every law of aesthetics,
refuses to take down his Christ-
mas decorations until at least

the beginning of June. People
are walking around in shorts,
trying their best to understand
why in the world Rudolph is still
hanging out on the front lawn.

Of course, one of the
great things about Christmas is
how it promotes a spirit of giv-
ing and kind-heartedness.
There are perhaps no better ex-
amples of this than New En-
gland drivers, especially on the
night of Dec 24. It is standard
practice for all New Englanders
to display even more than their
usual abundant amounts of
courtesy on the road, cheerfully
treating their fellow drivers with
respect and dignity.

To anyone who be-
lieved that last paragraph: I
have recently come into pos-
session of a bridge that I am
willing to let go at a reasonably
cheap price. Offers will be ac-
cepted until midnight.

If you overlook the
carols, the lights, the bad driv-
ing, the ugly decorations, the
bills, and everything else about
the day, Christmas really isn’t
all that bad. I know, I sound like
Scrooge, but I think he had the
right idea when he summed up
his sentiments about the Christ-
mas season …

Bah humbug.

Ho Ho Hold It
By: Jeremy Lallier

For some students, the holiday season is not a cheerful decorated event- it is a reminder that summer is long gone. Wintertime causes many students to sit at
home with nothing to do. The following are a couple of fun winter activities for the upcoming season:

1. Ice Skating: The Frog Pond

The Frog Pond celebrated their opening day on November
15. The prices here are reasonable ($4 entry fee), and the view is
breathtaking.

The Frog Pond features: concessions, skate rentals, rest
rooms, and a warming area. For more information on ice skating at
the Frog Pond, visit <www.bostoncommonfrogpond.org >.

Hours of Operation:

Sunday to Thursday, 10 a.m.-
9 p.m. (except Monday when
the rink closes at 5 p.m.)
Friday and Saturday, 10a.m.-
10 p.m.
Fees: $4 for ages 14 and
over; free for ages 13 and
under.
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2. Tubing: SkiWard

Tubing is an exciting winter activity. It’s like
sledding, but on a much bigger hill, in a much
bigger sled.

At “Ski Ward” in Shrewsbury, the Tubaslide
is designed to give visitors the thrill of tubing.
Unlike skiing or snowboarding, tubing requires
no skill.
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A view of 
Boston Common
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The winter sea-
son is full of all sorts of
holidays.  From Hanukah
to Kwanza to Ramadan,
different traditions are cel-
ebrated by people of all re-
ligions.

 Personally, I cel-
ebrate Christmas.  My
greatest and favorite tra-
dition is watching Christ-
mas movies.  To inject
some of that good old
Christmas spirit within me,
I have a personal 24 hour
Christmas movie mara-
thon.

Okay, I put that
lightly.  In all actuality I am
a hardcore Christmas spe-
cial junkie.  If these mov-
ies were illegal sub-
stances, I would have
overdosed years ago, and
by years ago, I mean by
age three.

From the claymation classics, to virtually
any version of A Christmas Carol, I love them all.
Seriously, I even sat through Scrooge and VH1’s A
Divas Christmas Carol.

These shows
are all fine, but my favor-
ite Christmas special of all
time is the classic A
Charlie Brown Christ-
mas.

You know that
warm fuzzy feeling that
consumes you when you
see kittens?  I get that
feeling every time I watch
this movie.  It reminds me
of simpler times when I
was a child, sitting on a
cozy couch with my father
and watching movies all
night.  A feeling of excite-
ment and anticipation
rushes over me, just
thinking about it.  It is
only by watching these
specials that I am pre-
pared for the holidays.

More than any-
thing I love watching

these movies because it makes me feel like a
child again.  It’s a great feeling.  It’s no se-
cret that by the age of 17 you lose some of
the excitement Christmas brings to a wide-
eyed child.  Personally, I want to hang on to
that feeling for as long as possible.

Rudolph is a Christmas
Classic

“Isn’t There Anyone Who Can Tell Me
What Christmas Is All About?”
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A Christmas Obsession
By: Troy Pepicelli

Happy Holidays

For more information
visit

<www.skiward.com>

Winter Activities
By: LeAnne O’Regan

http://www.bostoncommonfrogpond.org
http://www.bostonusa.com>
http://www.skiward.com/wardts.htm
http://wilstar.com/xmas/peanut23.jpg>
<http://graphics.jsonline.com>
http://www.skiward.com>
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The Eagle’s Eye’s Ho-Ho-Ho-Holiday Extravaganza
‘Tis the season and the Eagle’s Eye staff would like to welcome you to their Holiday extravaganza.  Often, you read our articles, perhaps never knowing

what we are actually like. So, in the spirit of the season, our class would like to personally invite you to share in some of our fondest holiday memories.  Now, sit in
front of the fire, and get a cup of coco, because this is going to be a good read.

My favorite winter
tradition is the annual build-
ing of Frosty. Every year, I try
to build a snowman bigger
than the one from the year
before. In an unfortunate turn
of events, last year ’s
snowman, Frosty III, was al-
most knocked over during a
snowstorm, forcing him perma-
nently into a position that
seemed to be from the Matrix.

When he was first
built, however, Frosty III was
at least seven feet tall. This
year, I’m hoping to make
Frosty IV about nine feet tall.
If the tradition continues,
Frosty IX is going to require
heavy construction equip-
ment.

Seeing Santa’s Sleigh
My favorite holiday memory is when I was five years

old. My sister used to wake me up early Christmas morning to
look at the presents in the living room. During Christmas of 1996,
we raided the living room, shaking boxes and peeking into our
stockings and then returned to my sister’s room.

While I was sitting on her bed, I looked out the window,
and could’ve sworn that I saw Santa’s sleigh – reindeer and all –
on my neighbor’s rooftop! To this very day, I still stand by my
claim. It wasn’t a trick of the light, and it wasn’t a dream; I saw
Santa’s sleigh when I was five.        - Sarah Surprenant

Weihnachten
Every Christmas my oma, or grandmother, who lives in

Germany, sends gifts. Sometimes she sends them early, but we
have to wait until Christmas Eve to open them. The gifts usually
consist of my favorite chocolate, the only chocolate I will eat,
Kinder Surprise. These are hollow chocolate eggs, which have
little plastic pieces inside that can be built into a toy. She also
usually sends a jar of Nutella.

Being German, my family celebrates St. Nicholas on Dec.
6. This is when a boot is placed outside the bedroom door and
then it is filled with candy.

 Decorations in my house are not set up until Christmas
Eve, including the tree, and it isn’t taken down until Jan. 6.
                                                                                     -Vanessa Sieber

The
Missing
Cookies

One of my
most memorable moments dur-
ing the holiday season oc-
curred the year I realized that
Santa Claus wasn’t real. 

I was about four on
Christmas Eve, I put out cook-
ies for Santa Claus like I usu-
ally do. I put them out think-
ing I would wake up in the
morning and there wouldn’t be
any left.
 Well, during the night, I heard
someone downstairs in the liv-
ing room making a lot of noise,
so I crept downstairs to see if
it was Santa, but it wasn’t. It
was really my mom, eating the
cookies so they would be gone
in the morning.

         - Tarheya Rogers

The Longest Night of the Year
A holiday memory that I remember the most is more like

a tradition. Every year my parents put my presents out by the tree
after I went to bed, but some things they buy me, they don’t
wrap.

Every Christmas I am so excited that I can not sleep.
Around 2 a.m. I creep downstairs while my parents are sleeping
and check out all my unwrapped presents and my stocking.

I tend to think that I’m sneaky and that my parents don’t
know I do it, but I’m sure they know because I’m a bad actress,
and in the morning when I see the presents for the “first time” my
surprised look needs work.

Every year the suspense kills me and I can’t wait that
one extra night, so I plan on continuing this tradition.

                                                                       -Stef Howarth

   Introduction & Layout By: 
Troy Pepicelli

Stockings Hung With Care?
Every year my family does the “annual Christmas picture” which is sent out to various

other family members and people who we’ve associated with perhaps once or twice.
Well one year, it seemed like we had done everything at least once before. Then my mom

had an epiphany. She announced at dinner, “We’re making giant stockings and standing in them.”
It was hilarious from my point of view. My little sister was in a horrible mood to start with

and then when she was told that she was going to be standing in a stocking with my brother (who
she was convinced had cooties) she almost blew a fuse.

 Then right before the picture was taken, I sneezed and my sister and I went toppling over,
taking down my sister and brother in their stocking next to us. My sister began crying and yelling,
while my mom tried to get out of her stocking to help us.

Now every time I look back on that picture (which we did finally get to take after much
yelling, falling, and re-taking) I laugh fondly. I would definitely call that my favorite holiday memory.

            -Karina Villa-Duran

Santa’s Not Real!?
This isn’t necessarily a nice holiday memory, but it is a

memory and it did happen about nine years ago on Christmas
Eve. That was the day I found out Santa wasn’t real.

When I was six, I would go to bed really early because
I wanted to get up at the crack of dawn to open Christmas pre-
sents, but, of course, being a six year old, I would get up in the
middle of the night to see if Santa had left any presents. I must’ve
woken up about five times during the night. The last time was at
1 a.m. and I heard boxes moving around downstairs.

My excitement was building up, so I crept down the
stairs as quietly as I could. It was really dark so when I walked
into the living room, I turned on a light and to my surprise, my
parents were in the middle of the living room putting presents
out.

It was the biggest devastation in my six year old life.
The big man with a big comfy beard, and lots of presents didn’t
even exist. Instead it was just my two parents.

That was probably the one holiday memory that I can
remember most vividly, but it is also probably not my best memory.                                                                                      

-Lauren Ginn

Tree Hunting
A holiday memory

that will always be my favor-
ite is when my family and I
pick out our Christmas tree.
This memory is more like a tra-
dition because each year on
Dec. 17. My family goes out
to eat before we go hunt for
that perfect tree.

I love having this tra-
dition because it is a memory
I have had since I was a little
kid and it is one of the few
times my family can have a
night without fighting or dis-
agreements.

With only a few
weeks away, I am very excited
to pick out our Christmas tree,
and to spend a great night
with my family, because it is
the season to be jolly.
                           -Paige Fontes

Holiday Memory
The first Christmas party I can remember having at my

mom’s house was when I was eight years old. 
It was on Christmas Eve, and my whole house was

filled with stockings, wreaths, candles, pine scents, lights, and
holiday music.  My mom’s side of the family was all there and in
cheerful moods, happily awaiting midnight.

All the kids were able to open one present from under
the tree. I remember my present was a Ferby, which was some-
thing to definitely get excited about. I also received my first pair
of blue jeans that day to wear to the party. Getting blue jeans
made me happy because I no longer had to wear my stretch
pants or colorful jeans, which were out of style.

After presents were opened, all the kids went to the
basement to watch A Christmas Story and the adults partied
upstairs. When midnight arrived everyone left, and my family
and I opened our presents, making a very memorable holiday
celebration.                    

- Alison Battista

Tea Time
I really don’t like Christmas very much. It’s  very stress-

ful. Running back and forth from relatives’ houses, hoping every-
one likes your presents, hoping you like your own presents, it
seems to me it’s lost all of its meaning.

However, I love Christmas time and Christmas parties.
One of my favorite memories was my first annual Christmas Tea
Party. All of my friends came over and we proceeded to try and
have a civilized dinner.

With my friends, a civilized dinner usually leads to
trouble. So it really ended up as my first annual Christmas food
fight. However, it was amazing just for the fact that all my friends
were there, and we spent the whole night laughing together and
having fun.
                                                                                         -Lacey Binns

No FAO
My fondest holiday

moment was when I was eight.
Now this is my favorite memory
because in October my parents
and I had gone to Newport for
Sahwen, the original Halloween,
and had gone to a really expen-
sive toy store.

 I saw the only thing I
had ever wanted in my life. It
was a giant five foot long, three
foot tall stuffed dragon, and at
this time I was in love with drag-
ons and had always wanted to
have one. 

Although I was in
love with it, I knew that I would
never get it for Yule (the origi-
nal Christmas) for it cost $230.
My dreams were shattered into
many, many pieces.

On Yule, December 22,
I had no idea what I was going
to get, besides Pokemon cards,
and for the first time in my small
amount of existence, I had not
snuck into my parent’s room to
see my presents. 

The next morning I
was ecstatic when I saw a VERY
GIGANTIC stuffed dragon sit-
ting in the living room. It was
decidedly the best Yule of my
life.

  -Ed Boswell-Correa

  -Jeremy Lallier
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The holidays are all
about purchasing gifts. The
meaning of the holidays does
not revolve around gifts, but it
is a nice gesture.

 There are lots of origi-
nal presents that can be bought.
The following are some sugges-
tions that can be made or pur-
chased, if time and money are
issues this holiday season:

Bath and Body Works
is always a great idea no matter
what the holiday season. It of-
fers many fragrances at reason-
able prices that mothers, sisters
or girlfriends love. If short on
money, Bath and Body Works
has an under $10 section and
an under $20 section with mul-
tiple items to choose from.

If shopping for a little
brother or sister, “Nintendo DS

would make a good present,”
said Wamsutta fifth grader
Kaela Lumbra, adding, “It’s bet-
ter to take Nintendo on the go
in a car ride, so I won’t be
bored.” Nintendo DS Lite is
sold for $129.99 at Best Buy.

If that’s too pricey,
other ideas for a younger sib-
ling would be a VHS/DVD of a
favorite movie with a bag of
popcorn, or brand new pajamas,
or simply buy them a pair of
movie tickets and stuff them in
their stocking.

If a person has every-
thing imaginable, then there is
a “Visa check card” that can be
used anywhere Visa is ac-
cepted. This card can be pur-
chased at guest services at
Emerald Square, or most malls;
a range of fees apply.

“My aunt got me a
visa check card; it is good when

the shopper doesn’t know what
to get you because you can take
the card to multiple places,”
said Wamsutta eighth grader
Brenna Donahue.

Housewarming gifts
are more traditional presents
that would be nice for parents.
Even if they have lived in the
same place for years, candles
and picture frames with pic-
tures inside them are great gifts
for someone’s home. 

A great gift for a
grandparent is a few scratch
tickets. There is just something
about them that puts a smile on
their faces.

If short on money, it’s
always a nice gesture to create
an original gift. Making a gift
usually means more to the re-

ceiver, because of the time
taken.

Some crafty and
thoughtful ideas are baked
goods, scrap books, homemade
mixed CD’s of favorites with a
creative cover and track list-
ings, or a poem with a collage
around it.

For more intimate rela-
tionships a written in diary
could be given, or a souvenir
that was collected on a first date
or many collected over multiple
dates.

Suggestions are bath
salts, necklace hangers, snow
globes, cherry box clocks, and
many more. To find the direc-
tions and materials to make
these gifts and more go to
<kidsdomain.com>.
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Gifts, Gifts, Gifts
By: Vanessa Sieber

The Perfect $10
Gift for Moms,

Sisters, and Girl-
friends

The “Under $10” Section at Bath
& Body Works

Bath & Body Works has gifts for any
price range.

On Nov. 7, Massachusetts history was changed forever. On that day, Deval Patrick, democratic candidate for governor, became the first African American man
in Massachusetts history, and the second in U.S history, to be elected governor. The first African American elected governor was L. Douglas Wilder, who served from
1990-1994 in Virginia. The first actual African American governor was Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback. He became the governor of Louisana in 1872 for 35 days,
when the current Governor Henry Clay Warmoth was impeached for election fraud. 

Republican candidate Kerry Healey lost to Deval Patrick by six percent in Attleboro, 21 percent across the state, and 25 percent on the AHS survey. This
shows a strong correlation between Attleboro students and community!

Independent candidate, Christy Mihos, received seven percent of the vote on both state and local levels, placing him a distant third. However, a five percent
vote at AHS placed him last.

Green-Rainbow candidate Grace Ross, on both a state and local level, had only two percent of the vote. However, Ross obtained six percent of the predicted
vote putting her one percent ahead of Mihos at AHS.

So why does this survey matter if most of the students at AHS can’t vote? This survey was an attempt to get students to think more about politics, because
68 percent of our student body just didn’t care who won the election.

See results of the survey of AHS seniors in the charts below.

AHS: Democrat or Republican?
By: Edward Boswell-Correa & Henry Iadonisi

Healey 43%

Mihos 7%

Patrick 49%

Ross 2%

Attleboro Results

Healey 35%

Mihos 7%

Patrick 56%

Ross 2%

State Results

Kerry Healey
27%
Chirsty Mihos 5%

Deval Patrick
52%
Grace Ross 6%

Don't Know who
is running 10%

Students: Who Will Win?

yes 32%

no 68%

Students: Do You Care?
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We Have Spirit, How about You?!
Article, Pictures and Layout  By: Corey Bush

The week of Oct. 22, 2006 AHS students celebrated spirit week at AHS.
As in past years, each day was given a theme, Friday was the most active with the
freshman/ sophomore and junior/ senior face off in the spirit rally.

Monday was Mix and Match Day. Students wore crazy, mixed up outfits to
school.

Tuesday was Twin Day where students dressed up like their friends in match-
ing outfits. A popular outfit seemed to be a “gangsta” theme among students.

Wednesday was the classic Pajama Day, where everyone came to school in
PJs,  or that just rolled out of bed look.

Thursday was Crazy Hair Day.  Students did their hair in crazy and original
fashions.

Friday, the main event, was Blue and White Day. Freshmen and juniors
wore white, and the sophomores and seniors wore blue. This year, more than other
years in memory, it seemed as though the entire school displayed school spirit; per-
haps it was a display of pride for their graduating class.

The events at the rally were an obstacle course, a pie eating contest, Musi-
cal Chairs, tug of war, bombardment, and a dance off.

The Freshman-Sophomore rally took place first during second block. The
first event was the obstacle course. Participants had to first ride a small tricycle
around cones, then jump over hurdles, dress up in baggy clothes and run across the
gym, and than bob for apples. The first team to get all of its participants through the
course won. In this case it was the sophomores.

 Next was the Pie Eating Contest followed by Musical Chairs. The sopho-
mores defeated the freshmen in both events.
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The Tug of War was next. The sophomores struggled to get the rope on their side,
but in the end, the freshmen proved stronger. However, the sophomores made a comeback,
defeating the freshmen in Bombardment.

The final event was the dance off. The freshmen were on first. Their dance was full
of energy and creativeness. The sophomore dance also had its high points, however, it was
very long. The freshmen won the dance off, but in the end the sophomores won the rally 4-
2.

The class of ‘07 and class of ‘08 faced off during the last block. Seniors came up
with the slogan, “H8 for 08, seniors’ domin8,” a play on words of the junior’s “Don8 for
08”slogan. Many of the senior class wore it on their clothes.

Intense is the best way to describe the atmosphere of the gym. Seniors made signs
reading “Seniors Domin8” and chanted the words to the opposing team.

The seniors swiftly defeated the juniors in the obstacle course, and began chanting
“Have fun next year,” among other things.

In the next contest the seniors started out strong and swallowing the pies in huge
chunks. Then the juniors almost caught up. The last two contestants were neck and neck;
however, in the end the seniors finished the pies first.

Next was the tug of war. The seniors fought hard but were slowly dragged across
the line. An announcement was made that the juniors had too much weight and they were
disqualified.

In a very confusing game of musical chairs it came down to one senior and one
junior. Victory went to the juniors.

The seniors struck back in Bombardment. After a long game they claimed victory
over the juniors.

The final event was the dance off. The junior dance team from last year returned.
“Their routine started strong but just got weak and boring. It didn’t help that a few people in
the group couldn’t remember the steps,” said Chris Collins (12).

The seniors out danced the juniors with an upbeat and original routine rivaled only
by the freshman routine. When it was over the senior class chanted, “You got served,” as the
announcement of their victory was made.
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In the AHS cafeteria
this year, students are noticing
differences in the lunch selec-
tions. One of those differences
is found in the potato chip se-
lection, where Lay’s Classic po-
tato chips have been replaced
by Lay’s Light Original potato
chips.

Lay’s promises on the
back of the bag that their light
chips “deliver the irresistible
great taste and satisfaction you
expect from Lay’s brand but
with NO FAT and HALF THE
CALORIES of regular potato
chips!” with the help of Olean
brand cooking oil, a fat free al-
ternative to the vegetable oil
they use for their regular chips.

The one ounce bag of
light chips being sold in the caf-
eteria contain potatoes, olestra
(the new cooking oil) salt, al-
pha-tocopheryl acetate (vitamin
E), vitamin A palmitate, toco-
pherols (to protect flavor), vi-
tamin K, and vitamin D. Only 75
calories are contained in each
bag, with no fat, no cholesterol,
200 milligrams of sodium, 17
grams of carbohydrates (carbs),
and two grams of protein.

A one ounce bag of
Original Lay’s chips has 150
calories, 10 grams of fat, no
cholesterol, 180 milligrams of
sodium, 15 grams of carbs, and
two grams of protein; all  the
while made purely of potatoes,
sunflower oil, and salt. Al-
though the light chips have less
calories and fat, they have 20
more milligrams of sodium, two
more grams of carbs, and ingre-
dients that some people
wouldn’t want pumping
through their system, especially
if they knew what they were.

Olean brand, a divi-
sion of Procter & Gamble, 

created the new olestra cook-
ing oil used in Lay’s Light po-
tato chips and other various

“healthier” snacks. Olestra is
“no-fat cooking oil with … full-
fat flavor,” according to
Olean.com.

However, fat content
is not the only issue to discuss
when choosing a low-fat snack.
According to
<www.cspinet.org/olestra/
11cons.html>, people who con-
sume at least one ounce of po-
tato chips per day cooked in
experience “a variety of gas-
trointestinal symptoms.”

These gastrointestinal
symptoms are caused by the
decreasing levels of fat-soluble

nutrients, which help to keep
the body strong and create new
cells. They are stored in body-
fat and absorbed through the
intestinal tract when needed.

In other words, eating
a bag of Light Lay’s chips ev-
ery day at lunch can cause nau-
sea, gas and diarrhea. So what
do the students think of that?

“I’ve been eating them
since they first got them. I just
don’t like that they’re over-

priced. I think they’re really
good,” said Vikki Hartley (12).

However, other stu-
dents don’t seem to agree with
Hartley. 

“I don’t like them.
They made the roof of my mouth
feel weird,” said Rachel Mazzola
(11).

Francesca DiPafilo
(10) said, “I like the regular ones
better. Out of all the things to
cook them in, why that
[olestra]?”

That’s a good ques-
tion. Why cook potato chips in
“healthy” cooking oil, when it
actually isn’t so healthy at all?
Olestra’s lack of fat might help
to eliminate one problem with
obesity, but it creates another
one with gastrointestinal symp-
toms caused by the removal of
fat-soluble nutrients. 

“There are better
ones - there are baked chips.
Olean comes with its own prob-
lems,” said health teacher Ms.
Nancy Krieger.

AHS Nurse Lee Ann
Carroll had the same idea as
Krieger, saying that baked low-
fat potato chips and tortilla
chips would be healthier alter-
natives to regular potato chips
and Light Lay’s.

“Olestra passes
through the body at a rapid rate
without leaving behind calories
from fat. Studies show this im-
proves cholesterol levels, how-
ever depletes the body of im-
portant vitamins needed to
maintain a healthy lifestyle,”
said Carroll.

AHS is on the right
track trying to help their stu-
dents adopt healthier lifestyles,
however, feeding their students
Light Lay’s potato chips might
not be a good alternative.

Healthy Alternatives?
By: Sarah Surprenant
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The Chip Rack in AHS’s B3
Cafeteria
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Deval Patrick, Christy
Mihos, Grace Ross, and Kerry
Healey. Do those names ring a
bell? They should, since they
were the people who were the
gubernatorial candidates.

Unfortunately, there
are a surprising amount of
people today who simply do
not know anything about the
elections. “Some of the stu-
dents didn’t even know there
was a governor’s race,” said
Debbie Adderento (12).

Recently, the students
in history teacher Ms. Donna
Shirman’s senior project class
held a Democratic fair during
school, in the pit, in which all
the candidates who were run-

ning for governor and state rep-
resentative were represented. It
was to raise awareness and in-
form the students all about the
race.

“We saw 850 kids. The
students worked for two weeks
and they were randomly as-
signed candidates. The goal is
for a student to be able to make
an informed decision and have
all the candidates represented.
A successful democracy is de-
pendent on an informed
citizen’s right,” said Shirman.

The students were re-
sponsible for making posters
and finding out all they could
about the person they were in
charge of. They had to be ready

to inform people and answer
any questions that viewers of
the fair would have.

The fair, did not just
help the people who came to see
it; it helped the student repre-
sentatives as well. They had the
chance to experience what it
was like to not only inform oth-
ers about something that mat-
tered to the community, but also
to try to be persuasive and
make their candidate look like
the most appealing one.

Kayla David (12), a
representative for Christy
Mihos, formed many opinions
about her candidate. “I think
that if he gets elected as gover-
nor, then the plan that he has
would do good for our state and
our community. For example, I
think that the plans to eliminate
school fees are a great idea. I
think he’ll really help our edu-
cation system.”

One of the represen-
tatives for Kerry Healey was
Lyndsey Fiore (12). She had a
lot to say about her candidate
as well. “I think that some of
the plans that she has will work
for Massachusetts, like her
plans to reduce crime. For ex-
ample, the registration of level
two sex offenders is a really
good idea.”

A Race of Another Kind
By: Karina Villa-Duran

On Nov. 7, students
from the Senior Project class
continued their gubernatorial
election project.

In Attleboro, there are
six “wards,” or polling places
located all around town. They
are: The Good News Chapel,
The Elks, Faith Alliance,
Knights of Columbus, Saint
Johns, and LaSalette.

On Tuesday, two or
three students were assigned to
each ward in order to exit pole
Attleboro residents.

Though many voters
were in a rush, most citizens re-
sponded very well to the sur-
vey.

“The general public
was very responsive,” said
Troy Pepicelli (12).

The questionnaire
asked what age group partici-
pants were in, what party they
belonged to, who they voted
for governor and state repre-
sentative, what issues where
important to them, and what
their primary sources of infor-
mation were.

A few students even
got to meet candidates. State
Representative John Lepper
took time to fill the AHS sur-
vey.

Overall, 400 Attleboro
residents participated in the exit
poll.

The results of the
AHS pole were extremely close
to the actual outcomes. Most
results were only one or two
percent off, making the day a
complete success.

“This Democratic fair
raised a lot of awareness and
helped gain interest for the stu-
dents who will be voting in the
election,” said Dan Duclos (12),
a student representative for
Grace Ross.

All of the students
there seemed to enjoy the ex-
perience. They really felt that
they were getting through to
their peers.

Overall the fair went
well. “It’s been great. 15 teach-
ers brought down their
classes,” said Shirman, “Also,
I’d just like to say that credit

also goes to Honors Econom-
ics students.”

The elections took
place this past Nov. 7 and a large
amount of people voted. The
results were Deval Patrick for
governor along with Tim Murry
for lieutenant governor.  Will-
iam Galvin for secretary of state,
Timothy Cahill for treasurer,
Martha Coakley for Attorney
general, and finally John Lepper
for the local state representa-
tive. Thanks to Shirman’s stu-
dents, the community was bet-
ter prepared to make their deci-
sions for the election on Nov.7.
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Senior Ed Schoch Tells a Fellow Student
About Deval Patrick

Students Gather Around to Learn More
About the Candidates

AHS and the
Elections

By: LeAnne O’Regan
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Almost every person
who has ever met me, either al-
ready knew I was a lesbian, or
thought I was a guy before they
found out. This obviously made
for many awkward conversa-
tions. I’m not offended, because
I understand. I choose to look
like a guy and dress in guy’s
clothes, because this is how I
feel most comfortable.

I don’t want to be a
man, I’m not transgender, but I
do wish people would be more
understanding about who I am,
and the way I present myself. I
may choose to express myself
in this way, but I feel really un-
comfortable in certain situa-
tions.

For example, I avoid
any public restroom unless I am
with friends. The few occasions
that I do go by myself, if there
is anybody else in there, they
look at me as if I shouldn’t be
there, as if I am a man.

Recently, I was walk-
ing into the girls’ bathroom, and
there were a group of students
sitting in the hallway doing a
project. When they noticed I
was going into the girls’ bath-
room, they yelled out, “Wrong
bathroom!”

I try to not let these
things bother me, because I love
my lifestyle as a lesbian. It is so
much fun, and I feel free to be
myself. Knowing that my com-
munity is behind me is a strong

point I focus on when dealing
with these issues, but it still
hurts.

When I first came out
about being gay, I was scared
because I thought nobody
would understand, but now I
am open about my sexuality,
and I’m comfortable with who
I am.

I don’t have to deal
with harassment situations of-
ten, but there is definitely a lot
more of it ever since I came out.
I don’t remember one day go-
ing by without hearing some-
body say the ever so famous
line, “That’s so gay!”

I know it sounds
funny, and that after saying it
so often it’s hard to stop. But
it is an offensive term that
should be dealt with more care-
fully. When I hear people use
“gay” as a derogatory term, I
feel uncomfortable being
around them, because I’m not
sure what they mean by it.

High school is a
tough time to deal with friends,
growing up, relationships, and
just figuring yourself out. Be-
ing gay adds one more item to
the list.

It is hard enough to
get through being a teenager,
but now that I am maturing, I
know that I can ignore these
comments, because I am here,
I am queer, and I’m not chang-
ing.

“Out is IN” is a new
column to be featured in the
Eagle’s Eye. In every edi-
tion,  GSA  member Ashley
Hosa will share what it’s like
to be a gay teenager in
today’s world.

Confessions of a Gay Teenager
By: Ashley Hosa

In his nineteenth year
at AHS, culinary arts instructor
Mr. Kevin Deschenes is the
head coach for the football team.
Deschenes graduated from AHS
in 1978, and played football for
Attleboro as a student.

“The best part of this
year was working with young
people, trying to make them the
best they can be in food indus-
tries, sports and football. So far,
the first four games have been
losses by a combined total of
nine points. We have played our
competition while battling for
our identity,” said Deschenes.

This year, the team
worked collaboratively and ef-
fectively during camp. The team
is a unified, hard working fam-
ily, and despite early season
losses, they are still focused.

Captain and fullback,
senior Jono Graziosi (#40) said,
“We [the team] created a bond
up at camp.” He also said that
he plays AHS football “because
there’s nothing better.”

The Bombardiers have
a very positive attitude. They
refused to give up when they
were not winning. “It’s easy to
say you don’t want to do this
anymore, but sports teach
youth to strengthen their posi-
tive attitudes so that they do cut
down on the negatives,” said
Deschenes.

Despite four heart-
breaking losses including los-
ing by one point to Durfee, the
Bombardiers have improved
and pulled in four straight wins,
including a memorable defeat of

cross town rival Bishop
Feehan, a 34-14 victory.

Graziosi said that the
best part of the season was,
“winning against Feehan.”

On AHS Spirit Day, the
varsity football team defeated
Feehan, checking off another
goal on the Bombardiers to-do
list.

Senior running back
#33 Nathan Kuffrey was a cap-
tain this year and has made an
impressive contribution to the
Bombardiers. “It’s good to see
your team succeeding because
it reassures you that you’re
there for a reason,” said “Kuff.”

The Bombardiers en-
ters all games anticipating a win,
but there are two games that are
more important than the rest:
the exciting battle with town ri-
val Bishop Feehan and the tra-
ditional Thanksgiving Day var-
sity game against North
Attleboro.

Junior varsity (JV)
quarterback #12 Matt Witis
(junior) is ready for next year
on varsity “Next year we’re go-
ing to make it to the playoffs.
Going undefeated was the best
part of this year,” said Witis.

This is the team’s first
year competing in the Old
Colony League, and the team
has been in the Eastern Athletic
Conference in past years. The
switch caused the Bombardiers
to play different teams this sea-
son.

Offensive center #56
Captain Paul Lexner (senior) has

played football his whole life
and has plans of opening a
business after graduation. “I
play football to release anger
and stress. We have a lot of fun
and work hard out on the field,”
said Lexner.

Attleboro lost the
Thanksgiving game to North,
and 0-18 was the score. The
Red Rocketeers’ defense pre-
vented the Bombardiers from
gaining first downs.

The game was played
in the rain at AHS and the ele-
ments make the game very hard
to play. “It was probably the
most fun I ever had in my whole
life,” said Graziosi about the
Thanksgiving game.

Senior quarterback
#13 Captain Taylor Maynard
appreciated his position and
has been playing football his
whole life. “I don’t care what
people think about us, I know
we are a talented group of
young men,” he said.

To talk to Coach
Deschenes, visit the football
office near the locker rooms.
The football team looked good
this year and, “next year will be
sick. We are doing better every
day,” said Witis. 

“The Attleboro com-
munity doesn’t realize how
good we do and neglects to
support us,” said Graziosi. In-
deed, the tenacity, discipline
and teamwork of brotherhood
that is persistent in Attleboro
are pristinely displayed by the
Blue Bombardier’s portrayal of
pride in everything they do.

Releasing Blue on Target
 By: Henry Iadonisi III

#13 Taylor Maynard and #30 Luke
Johnson: The teammate connection
exists on the field and during class.

Captains, #33 Nathan Kuffrey and #56
Paul Lexner made contributions on 

offense.  

#40, Captain 
Jono Graziosi
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Stroke: Remember the First Three
By: LeAnne O’Regan

Unless a stroke is recognized within the first three hours
in which it occurs, damage is severe and often fatal. Neurolgists
say that if they get to a stroke victim within those three hours, it
is possible to totally reverse the affects.

A stroke is a blockage or hemorrhage of a blood vessel
leading to the brain, causing inadequate oxygen supply.

The trick is to recognize and diagnose it. If you remem-
ber the first three letters of stroke (STR), then it’s easy to identify
when someone is in need of medical attention.

Though most teenagers aren’t at risk for a stroke, one in
ten adults are. Knowing how to recognize a stroke could save a
life.

The following are three tasks a stroke victim is unable to
perform:

S Ask the individual to SMILE

T Ask the person to TALK and to SPEAK  A

SIMPLE SENTENCE

R Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS

For more information on strokes visit
<www.webmd.com>
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 Department

The GSA (Gay Straight
Alliance), advised by Ms.
Deanna Wells-Scott and Ms.
Donna Shirman, recently held
elections for group officials.

Running for president
were Ashley Hosa (12), Angela
Kelley (12), and Lindsey
Seaman (12), where Seaman
deservingly won the election
with a heart felt speech.

Hosa won the vice-
president election by a
landslide, running against
absolutely nobody, and Kelley
won the secretary election,
running against Veronica
Tumavicus (12). Nhi Nguyen
(12) is the new photo librarian.

A new installment in
LMC7, where GSA meetings are
held, is a library stocked with
GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender) fiction and
nonfiction books. Some of these
books include:

The Gay Almanac
compiled by The National
Museum and Archive of
Lesbian and Gay History, Is It A

Gay Straight Alliance
By: Ashley Hosa

Bea t s Bea t s Bea t s Bea t s Bea t s

Choice? By Eric Marcus, and
Jocks by Dan Woog.

The Tenth Annual
Safe School Symposium will
be held on March 16 and
Awareness Week will go on
during the week before it. The
GSA will host the Day of Si-
lence on April 11, and the
members plan on attending
the National GLSEN Confer-
ence, which may be held in
April as well.

A GSA dance will be
held for supportive students,
AHS GSA members, and in-
vited GSA members of sur-
rounding schools on March
30.

The GSA plans on
either returning to
Provincetown for an end of
the year trip, or attending the
Official Gay Day at Six Flags
in Springfield, Mass.

If you would like to
become a member of the AHS
GSA, or if you have any ques-
tions, please see Wells-Scott
in 240B or Shirman in LMC7.

The AHS GSA and advisors
pose as a rainbow.
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Not only are Chefs
Kevin Deschenes, Peter Lacasse
and Dan Campenale at work, but
so are over 100 students help out
in the kitchen and with the meals
that are served every day.

In the Apprentice Café
the students are from classes
Culinary 1, Culinary 2 and Culi-
nary 3.

New foods this year in-
clude improved versions of
burgers, chicken, buffalo chicken
club chicken, and special fried and
broiled foods. The menu of the
Apprentice Cafe reflects what
teachers ask for.           

During the holidays, the
Apprentice Cafe has special
meals. This Christmas the culi-
nary students will be participat-
ing in a 1,000 cookie order, which
will go to needy children in down-
town Attleboro.          

The Apprentice Café is
open Tuesday through Friday,
10:27 a.m. to 12  p.m., and is avail-
able for take-out.

The Apprentice Cafe
By: Jerilyn Goyette

Chef Deschenes
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Junior Art Portfolio
prepares students who are se-
rious about art for college. Each
student is required to compose
a portfolio of their art work. The
class is taught by Art teacher
Ms. Lindsey Nygaard. For more
information, visit her in room
117B.

Inside the Art Room
By: Vanessa Sieber

A Self Portrait 
by Olga Batyuk (11)
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Over 1,149 cans were collected thanks to the Leo Club’s
can drive. These cans were enough to fill five laundry baskets,
which were given to five needy families. The remaining cans
were donated to soup kitchens and church pantries.

Members of the club will be caroling at Canterbury
Woods, and donating 75 filled stockings to “Christmas Is For
Kids.” Also, a Super Bowl sub fundraiser is being planned for
January.

Leo Club
By: Jeremy Lallier

The AHS J.V soccer
team prepared for the season in
the summer with captain prac-
tices and try outs. The season
ended Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2006.

Head coach Kelly
Cronin has led the team to vic-
tory with final standings of
seven wins, six ties and two
losses. Everyday, except Sun-
day and game days, the team
practiced from 2:30 to 4:30/5p.m.

The season consisted
of sixteen games, with only one
at Durfee canceled.

They played Oliver
Ames, Durfee, Bishop Feehan,
New Bedford, Taunton,
Somerset, Dartmouth,
Barnstable, Bridgewater
Raynham Regional, and North
Attleboro. “We had a safe sea-

son with no major injuries,”
said Amanda Weckesser (10).

Team members in-
clude Jessica Jeffery (9),
Allison Jennings (9), Michelle
Peck (9), Ashley Vaillancourt
(9), Karin Black (11), Meagan
Fyfe (11), Elizabeth Girczyc
(10), Kiara Gravel (10), Kelsey
McCarron (10), Amanda
Weckesser (10), Amanda
Monson (10), Jaclyn
Narkiewicz (9), Brittany
Reynolds(10), Rebecca
Romaniuk(10), Cassandra
Santoro (10) , and Caroline
Wampler (10).

For more informa-
tion about the soccer team, or
to join, contact Kelly Cronin
at (508) 226-1054.

Junior Varsity Soccer
By: Alison Battista

Webmasters
By: Stefanie Howarth

AHS offers an intricate
Welding and Metal Fabrication
program over a three year
course. Students learn various
welding processes, including
how to obtain proficient skills
by projects and experiences,
and how to operate machines.
Welding is a shop class that pre-
pares students for a position in
the trade.

There is a field trip
called “Career Construction
Day” (CCD) for students to par-
ticipate in activities including
operating jackhammers, excava-
tors and backhoes. Welding
teacher Mr. J. Thomas Bodge
invites guest speakers to give-
in class presentations to inform
students about related career
options for after high school.

 Seniors have the pos-
sibility of a Cooperative Educa-
tion (CO-OP) placement, includ-
ing going to work during school
hours.

A CTE Senior Project
is required to complete the pro-
gram. At graduation, students
receive a CTE Certificate along
with their high school diploma,
if the student meets all the
course requirements.

Welding
By: Henry Iadonisi

From Monday Dec. 18 to Friday Jan. 5, Amnesty Club is sponsoring a Unicef Photo Exhibit
in the AHS library. This exhibit tells the stories of teens around the world who struggle with issues of
poverty, armed conflict, child labor, and physical disabilities.

The Amnesty Club meets every Monday in 115A. Club presidents Amanda Achin and Neko
Kazana or club advisor Social Studies teacher Doug Matthews can be contacted for more information.
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Amnesty Club
By: Sarah Surprenant

After receiving three
first place trophies and the title
of OCL league companions,
AHS cheerleaders moved on
to the regional competition re-
ceiving second place and an
overall score that let them
move on to the States.

After a disappoint-
ing penalty at States, the team
did not get a bid to Nationals.
The girls had a very success-
ful season and will continue
this winter.

Cheerleading
By: Paige Fontes

Corey Bush and John
Barney are AHS’s webmasters.
They work everyday doing tasks
such as updating the library
computer list, updating the par-
ent connection section of the
AHS website <http://www.

att leboroschools.com/ahs/
index2.htm>, and adding infor-
mation teachers give them for
the site.

They update the parent
connection to keep parents and
teachers informed.

Need information?
Bush and Barney work hard to
keep the site updated. Check out
the site or see them in CL3 dur-
ing C Block with ideas, ques-
tions or information.
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