
The Children’s Hour: Not for Children
By Melanie Thibeault

Sometimes life
doesn’t work out how we plan.
Sometimes things go horribly
wrong without sound reason.
Through no fault of our own,
we suffer because of others’
petty or malicious actions. It is
a generally accepted fact that
life is not fair.

 The heroines of
AHS’s latest fall production
that debuted in early Dec. can
relate to this philosophy. This
year’s play was Lillian
Hellman’s haunting play The
Children’s Hour, the story of
two boarding school teachers
whose lives are tragically
changed thanks to a gossiping,
malicious student.

The AHS Drama Club
did justice to the tragic and
suspenseful tale of Karen
Wright, played by Jenna
Giuffrida (12), and Martha
Dobie, played by Sarah
Surprenant (12). After one of
Wright and Dobie’s students,
Mary Tilford, played by Mariah
Gorman (11), lies about her two
teachers having a love affair, a
forbidden subject in the 1930s,
several characters’ lives are
utterly destroyed.

After two of Mary’s
followers, Peggy Rogers,
played by Aleia Morin (12), and
Evelyn Munn, played by
Ashley Plante (12), are caught
eavesdropping, the three girls,
including Mary, are punished.
Feeling unjustly treated, Mary
runs to her grandmother, Amelia
Tilford, played by Audrey
Coulter (11), and twists the
information Peggy and Evelyn
gave her into a sick story to
ensure her grandmother pulls
her out of school. Tilford
believes the tall tale and begins
to spread the gossip.

When the community
begins to believe the lie, Dobie
and Wright’s lives come to a
complete halt. Wright’s
engagement to Dr. Joseph
Cardin, played by Jeremy
Fodaski (10), eventually fails.
Dobie ends her misery with
awful finality after she begins
to believe the lie may be true on
her end.

After a week of torture,
Tilford apologizes and tells
Wright she has discovered
Mary’s lie, but she’s just one

fatal minute too late for Dobie.
Not that that minute would
have made much of a difference;
the damage was already done
and it’s hard to undo a lie,
especially one of that
magnitude.

Director Mr. Peter
Tarsi chose the play because of
its many messages. “When
someone tells you something
you’re not sure about, verify
the information. Spreading
gossip can ruin lives and when
people keep saying something
over and over again, eventually
it may seem like the truth.
Martha was convinced of
Mary’s lie at the end. Another
point is to be tolerant of people.
If the community in the play
was more tolerant, maybe
Martha wouldn’t have killed
herself.”

Last year ’s fall
production was the comedic
Miranda. Each year, the drama
club alternates between a
comedy and a drama, so this
year it was time for a more
solemn play.

There are many
talented actresses in this year’s
senior class, so the genre and
gender ratio were perfect for
Tarsi’s choice of The Children’s
Hour. “We hadn’t done
anything heavy in a long time
and it’s good to challenge
[ourselves]. This was definitely
a challenge,” said Tarsi.

For the seniors, The
Children’s Hour was their last
fall show at AHS. “I’m really
glad that I got a chance to be a
part of such a poignant and
hard-hitting production before
I graduated. This has been, by
far, my favorite show with
Tarsi,” said Giuffrida.

“As a senior, the show
definitely had a lot of emotional,
sentimental value to me,
because it is my last show. It
definitely was a good show and
I’m glad I got the chance to
participate in it. I know I’ll look
back on it and appreciate the
experience I had,” said
Surprenant.

Audience members
responded to the unforgettable
performance. “I liked all of the
actors. They were really really
good,” said David Stevens (11).

Wright (Giuffrida) and Mortar (Boucher)
check  Mary (Gorman)

The Crew of The Children’s Hour

Welcome Home Hilda
By: Carmen Vignoni

Finally, after 14 years
of losses, the streak of close
calls and “what ifs” came to an
end. The Attleboro Blue
Bombardiers beat the North
Attleboro Red Rocketeers 12-
10 on Thanksgiving. This game
brought a new beginning for
Attleboro in the 88-year rivalry.

“I am proud to be part
of the team that was able to
bring Hilda home where she
belongs,” said Captain Phil
Elias (12).

This game didn’t
come easy for the Bombardiers.
North Attleboro scored first
with a field goal. North then
widened the score with a
touchdown, making it 10-0.
Attleboro ended the first half
with a touchdown without the
help of an extra point, making
the score 10-6.

Attleboro then raised
the score another six points
with their second touchdown of
the game, which put them in the
lead. In the final moments of the
game, the Blue Bombardiers
stopped North’s defense twice.
To end the game, the

Bombardiers took a knee,
indicating the win against North
Attleboro.

Attleboro is still
behind in the rivalry between
North with 53 loses, 27 wins,
and 8 ties. This thought is
erased from fans’ minds when
they look at Attleboro’s
impressive end to this year’s
season with nine wins and only
two losses.

“This win is
something that the Attleboro
community will remember until
next Thanksgiving but we [the
senior football players] will

remember this season and this
game for the rest of our lives,”
said defensive tackle, Ryan
Friedlander. (12)

This game will have
the longest impact on the town
of Attleboro and is exactly what
the town needed to bring
everyone together. There is one
mutual feeling of satisfaction
with all of the athletes: Hilda is
finally home, where she
belongs.

Most of the athletes
on the team have played with
each other since they were

young, and others, since the
beginning of their freshman
year. This game was the reward
for all the hard work of four
years of high school football.
Many of the senior football
players feel it was the hard work
of the athletes that brought this
trophy home.

Senior captain Mike
Barry said, “It’s a great feeling
to have Hilda back, the team
worked all season together. This
game will always be
remembered.”

There is still one
prominent question that
remains among all the football
players. Who, exactly, is Hilda?
It is said that Hilda is a nickname
for the trophy and another
rumor is that the trophy
represents a girl named Hilda
Gay, who was inducted into the
Attleboro Hall of Fame. At the
right bottom of the trophy there
is a name: Robert Romero.

When both of these
names were looked up on a
Google search, nothing came
up. Their backgrounds remain
a mystery.

Cont. on page 7

The 2008 AHS Football Team
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Christmas Presents: What’s Popular?
By: Lydia McMahon

Christmas is around
the corner and it’s time to buy
gifts for parents, family, friends,
and/or boyfriend/girlfriend. In
a survey, twenty-four AHS
students gave their opinions on
the best Christmas gifts to
receive.

The number one
favorite Christmas gift when
they were younger was a bike,
then technology started
booming and X-box became an
even more popular gift.

Many students
favored expensive ones over
homemade gifts that often mean
more in the long run. Out of the
24 students, more people said
they would rather have a few
expensive gifts over many
inexpensive gifts.

“I like expensive gifts
better than inexpensive gifts
because I can get inexpensive
gifts myself, but I can’t always
afford the expensive things,”
Kristi Gallagher (12).

The average number
of electronics the students said
they would want was one or
two. The most popular
electronics on their Christmas
lists were the iPod Touch, a
High Definition Television and
a digital camera.

“I want a few
electronics this year, especially
a PS3,” said Bret Fagan (11).

Common non-
electronics that were common
were snowboards and hockey
sticks. Another popular one is
UGG boots, which range from
$100 to $160.

“I was given UGGS
last Christmas, but I would like
another pair this year,” said
Jahaira Garro (10).

A majority of the
students said they were only
buying Christmas gifts for their
family. Other people said they
planned on buying gifts for their

boyfriend/girlfriend or a best
friend.

“I’m only buying my
family and my girlfriend gifts this
year. I plan on getting them
anything they want as long as I
can afford it,” said Danny
McCoy (12).

The most expensive
gift students said they received
on Christmas was a vacation
trip.

Numerous students
answered, “A puppy,” when
asked which gift they have
asked for but never received.
“Every year I ask for a dog, but
my parents never buy me one,”
said Karly Shea (9).

On average, students
want to receive clothes under
the tree. Several people asked
for sweatshirts and warmer
winter clothes for the winter
season. The most popular store
people wanted sweatshirts from
was Hollister.
The following is a list of
possible gift ideas:

1. Jewelry (mom,
girlfriend)

2. Weekend getaway
(girlfriend)

3. Cologne (boyfriend)
4. Sports jersey

(boyfriend, dad)
5. M a g a z i n e

subscription/books
(mom)

6. Makeup (girls)
7. Gift Certificate to

movies (girls)
8. Flowers (mom)
9. Board games

(younger sibling)
10. Framed portrait of the

g r a n d c h i l d r e n
(grandparents)

11. Coffee mug, sticky
notes (teachers)

12. Attractive frame with
children’s pictures
(parents)

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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Buddy the Elf Spreads Christmas Cheer
By Melanie Thibeault

It’s Christmastime
again and that only means one
thing. No, not Santa; it’s time
for cheesy holiday movies.
However, if you’re tired of the
same old repetitive tales of Jack
Frost and Rudolph, there’s an
alternative — David
Berenbaum’s 2003 film Elf, a
cute and clever tale about
Buddy the Elf, played by the
hilariously immature Will Ferrell.

Elf chronicles the life
of Buddy, a human who found
his way into the North Pole as a
baby and was raised by Santa’s
compassionate elves, including
Buddy’s adoptive father, Papa

Elf, played by Bob
Newhart. When he
becomes too large for the
safety of the elfin
community, Buddy takes
a trip to New York City to
track down his biological
father, Walter Hobbs
(James Caan), a mean
executive at a publishing
company.

Buddy finds
himself in the middle of
the hustle and bustle of
New York life, causing
shenanigans and Buddy Makes Friends with a Raccoon
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m a y h e m
wherever he
goes. From
attacking a
Christmas tree to
c o m p l e t e l y
r e d e c o r a t i n g
M a c y ’ s
department store
in a North Pole
theme, Buddy
never fails to
deliver a laugh.

A d j u s t i n g
to his new life as
a working adult

and his new home with
Hobbs’s family, it’s Buddy’s
mission to spread holiday cheer
to whomever he meets.

When he stumbles
upon Jovie (Zooey Deschanel),
a fellow “elf” at Macy’s, Buddy
discovers the meaning of true
love. However, Buddy will
never be truly happy unless he
breaks the ice between himself
and his father.

A heartwarming and
hilarious tale that will bring joy
to everyone during the holiday
season, Elf can be purchased
at most retailers for about $14.99
or rented at any rental provider.

Merry Christmas To All?
By: Samantha Wood

The smell of pine fills
the air as Christmas trees are
dragged into the homes of
Americans across the country
and the customary presents are
wrapped and placed
underneath them. This portrays
the traditional American family
during the holiday season, but
this is only true if the family
celebrates Christmas.

What about the
families who don’t celebrate
this Christian holiday? There
are many other religions
celebrating special times, but
sometimes these are not
considered by the country as a
whole.

Hanukkah lasts from
Dec. 21 to Dec. 29 this year and
Kwanzaa is from Dec. 26 to Jan.
1.

For example, AHS
does not provide time off for
any other religious event, other
than Christmas, even though
both Hanukkah and Kwanza fall
in December this year. However,
this is not always the case.

Hanukkah, which
always falls on the 25th of
Kislev on the Hebrew calendar,
does not correlate with the
Gregorian calendar used today.
The Hebrew calendar is based
on the combination of the
rotation of the Earth on its axis,
the Earth around the moon, and
the Earth around the sun
(<http: / /www.jewfaq.org/
calendar.htm>).

Math teacher Mr.
Allen Weintraub celebrates
Hanukkah, as well as
Roshashana and Yom Kippur.
If these holidays fall on a school
day, he usually takes them off.

Sharon High School,
whose school website claims
the school does not
discriminate based on “age,
race, color, national origin, sex,
disability, religion, or sexual
orientation,” allows for time off
during the Jewish holidays
( < h t t p : / / w w w . s h a r o n .
k12.ma.us/SCHOOL/SHS/
shsmain.html>). This city also
has a large Jewish population
compared to the smaller Jewish
population found in Attleboro.

“It’s not really unfair
[that other schools have days
off while Attleboro does not].
We have to go by the
population. Not having a day
off for that reason doesn’t
bother me,” said Weintraub.

Chelsea Lallier (11) is
a nondenominational Christian
and is not given time off for any
of the holy days celebrated in
her religion. “I’m pretty used to
missing school by now, but it
still makes me sad I have to miss
it and then catch up on
everything.”

In the spring, Lallier
celebrates Passover, the Days
of Unleavened Bread, and
Pentecost. During the fall
season, she and her family also
celebrate the Feast of

Trumpets, Atonement, and the
Feast of Tabernacles. There is
usually a service offered on
each day at about 2:30 p.m.

Hani Yusuf (11)
celebrates Islamic holidays,
which are not always on the
same schedule as Christian
holidays. They follow the
Muslim, or Lunar, calendar, and
celebrate such holidays as Eid
al-Adha or “Festival of
Sacrifice,” which fell in early
Dec. this year, and Eid al-Fitr or
“Festival of Fast Breaking,”
which was celebrated last Oct.

He believes that
Attleboro should take the path
Sharon took and allow for other
religions to receive time off.
Yusuf said, “America is a
diverse country with many
different cultures and therefore
schools must respect different
religions and their holidays. If
the holiday lands on a weekday
on a given year I always take
the day off, which makes it very
difficult for me to make up the
work that I have missed. In the
past, I have had to finish
papers/projects/assignments
ahead of time so I would be
caught up with the material.”

It doesn’t matter which
holidays are celebrated. The
most important aspects of the
celebrations are the ideas
behind them. Gathering with
families and friends helps bring
everyone a little closer and helps
people realize what to be truly
thankful for.
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Menorah-nine branched candelabrum Kwanzaa candles, one for
each of seven days
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Lights of Hope
By: Samantha Wood

With everything that
has been happening in the
world these days, it’s difficult
to find a peaceful escape. The
problems with the economy are
putting a strain on everyone
and the war is a constant threat
that doesn’t seem to have an
end anywhere in sight.

The approaching
holiday season is a good time
to stop and think about the
small miracles in life that make
these hardships all worthwhile.
One of these many miracles can
be found right here in Attleboro
at a place many of us know.

La Salette Shrine is
known for its spectacular
display of lights during its
annual Festival of Lights, which
dates back to 1953. Father Rene
Suave, a former La Salette
priest, was the first one to
envision this wonderful
masterpiece, which originally
contained just 5,000 lights.
There are currently over 400,000
shining on the faces of eager
spectators.

There are so many
lights at the festival that the set
up process begins months in
advance. As early as Labor Day,
a group of 300 volunteers, along
with about five maintenance
men, begin setting up the lights
and screwing in the bulbs.
There are also master
electricians who check all the
wiring and make sure that
everything is working properly.

Some of the lights
remain on the trees throughout
the entire year, such as the
displays around the Stations of
the Cross, but the majority of
the lights are taken down and
set up again each year.

Beginning on
Thanksgiving and continuing
through Jan. 4, the lights shine
through the night from 5 to 9
p.m. People arrive by the
busloads and come from as far
away as California or
Newfoundland, according to
Brother Bob Russell, the
director of the shrine and
Dennis Westphal, a former
volunteer at La Salette.

“My favorite display
would have to be the
snowflakes, but that’s only
because I came up with the
idea,” said Westphal.

In order to keep these
thousands of lights running
throughout the holiday season,
La Salette must pay a total of

$38,000 each year. Just to put it
in perspective, this is enough
to buy the new Cadillac SRX,
and still have some money left
over (<http://www.kbb.com/
k b b / N e w C a r s /
P r i c i n g R e p o r t 2 0 0 8 _
Cadillac_SRX_176350.aspx>).

Each display is unique
and represents a different part
of the Christmas holiday. The
huge snowflakes that hang from
the trees were actually built
from PVC, or plumbing pipes.

The wooden icons of
the prophets were created by
Albert Lapierre, who was a
liturgical artist from North
Attleboro and the alphabet that
lines a path among the lights,
telling a story of Christmas
along the way, was crafted by
Sister Gertrude Gaudette. She is
a Dominican Sister from Fall
River (<http://www.lasalette-
shrine.org/index.html>).

Lapierre spent
“hundreds of hours” according
to his niece, Nancy Vieira, on
these figures and used models
from Cosmopolitan magazine
as inspiration for the faces of
the 15 foot angels displayed
amidst all the lights. Lapeirre
was a volunteer who added
pieces to his La Salette
collection every year. He crafted
animals with vibrant colors and
unique designs, which are
spread around the winding
paths of the sparkling lights.

The life-size nativity
set is one of the main attractions
at the Festival of Lights, as well
as one of the more expensive
pieces of artwork. It was
imported from Italy and was
hand-painted by the famous
Fontinini family, which is
known for its beautiful nativity
sets (<http://www.fontanini.
net/>).  Brother Bob Russell
said of the festival, “My theory
is that people come here for
peace…to get away from all the
commercialism and evil in the
world.” The theme of the lights
is “Christ our Hope” and Russell
believes the lights can provide
hope through the dark times in
life.

The beauty of the
lights is truly awe-inspiring and
can provide light not only to the
stunning displays, but to the
hearts of the people who have
seen them. So, looking for a
holiday tradition like no other,
free of charge, look no further,
for this is a great place to start.

Lights of La Salette illuminate the night
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Rich Whiny Suburban Kid Day
By: Chelsee Angevine

Christmas; the mere
mention of the holiday often
conjures up thoughts of
eggnog, decorated
trees and time with
the family.
However, over the
years, this holiday
has become just
another excuse to
give to those who
already have and
ignore those who
truly need.

At one
time, Christmas
was a religious
holiday, one that
was not celebrated
for wealthy
suburban children
and teens, but for
counting blessings
and giving to those
less fortunate than ourselves.

“Some people just
don’t know how to get involved
in helping the homeless and
charities,” said Shanon Frotery
(9).

Walking around
shopping centers, crying,
greedy children are demanding
instant gratification, while a
needy family window shops
and a mother tells her child,
“We just don’t have the money
this year.”

Companies are using
situations like these to milk the
holiday season for all it’s worth.
The distractions created by
material possessions, like
Christmas bonuses and $2
cookies, are making their jobs a
lot easier. Greeting card
companies, bakeries and
jewelry factories are just some
of the corporations taking
advantage of the importance of
acquiring the perfect gift.

Gail Girouard, who
teachers Special Education

Mathematics, sparked a
significant reason why a unified
Christmas would be so hard to

achieve. “Some people don’t
share [the Christian] religion.
Christians don’t celebrate the
same way Muslims or Judaists
do.”

Originally, Christmas
was celebrated to remember the
birth of Jesus Christ and to
enjoy the festivities that come
with it. Most of all, it was
celebrated to remember God’s
love in the darkest season of
the year.

Today, Christmas is
no celebration for many people.
Financial crises and stressful
pressures from work and family
are common factors in the
negative outlook the holiday
season can bring to people.
People see their friends having
parties with their families or
buying extravagant gifts for
everyone they know and they
can’t help but feel distraught
because they cannot return the
favor.

Can the origin of
Christmas ever be restored?

Spanish I and II teacher, Mr.
David Seavey said, “It’s not
whether there’s anything the

world can do, it’s if there’s
anything the world will do.” He
continued, “People are taking
the Christ out of Christmas.”

When one considers
this change in holiday “spirit,”
it’s difficult not to wonder if
reverting back to the oriuginal
Christmas traditions would be
better.

 Liz Muenzen (10) said,
“I like [Christmas] that way. I
actually get to spend time with
my family and be happy. It’s not
always about gifts.”

Teens often say
Christmas is a convenient break
from the pressures of school.
“Christmas just means time out
of school to some people,” said
Alisha Doble (11). “They don’t
care about the meaning.”

So what is the true
meaning of Christmas? Whether
the evolution of the holiday is a
disaster waiting to happen or a
blessing in disguise is
completely up to an individual,
and how they view the day.

Remember when nativity scenes were the true
symbol of Christmas?

Christmas is for Kids… Helping Families in Need
By: Sabrina M. SamejaAs Christmas creeps

around the corner, stores are
frantically producing new
sales every few days, and
young children are mailing
letters to Santa, and parents
are worrying about the wallet
pinch.

Many children who
wouldn’t have any presents
on Christmas morning will
have stockings filled and gifts
under their tree thanks to a
program called Christmas is for
Kids, which is an organization
run by volunteers in Attleboro
and sponsored by the Attleboro
Area Council for Children.

In order to be eligible
for a stocking, parents must fill
out a form which is available on
their website,
<www.councilforchildren.org>,
or at other locations listed on the
website. The forms require
information such as income, a
personal story, and current bills.

According to the
website, the organization helps
almost anyone in need,
including those who currently
have public aid, those who face
medical or emotional need, and

families who work but can’t
afford Christmas(<http://
www.councilfor children.org/
cifk/cifk-home.htm>).

A single mother who
is recovering from cancer with
three children stated on their
website, “Right now, we are
living in a family shelter that
takes 80 percent of our money
for savings. I don’t get any help
from my sons’ father, so it makes
it hard for a single mother to do
something by myself” (<http://
www.councilforchildren.org/
cifk/cifkstories.htmz>).

Leo Club members
each received a stocking, which

needs to be filled by Dec. 15
with small toys for either a boy

or girl. About 50 stockings
have been given out so far.
Many of the club members
are excited about this
event.

“Christmas is for
Kids is a great program.
Filling stockings for kids
who wouldn’t have
anything on Christmas is
what the Leo Club is all
about,” said Leo Club

President Kristen Mahoney
(12).

“Christmas is for Kids
is a great organization in my
opinion. The thought process
and ideas behind it are an
inspiration for others to help
those in need of happiness and
joy on Christmas morning,”
said Matt Wilbur (11).

“Christmas  for Kids”
is the true meaning and joy of
the holiday. For information, or
if volunteers/donors are
interested, visit their website
<www.councilfor children.org>
or visit the Attleboro Area for
Council for Children, Inc. at 4
Hodges St. in Attleboro.

“Christmas for Kids” Website
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Christmas Lore
By: Keya Thakkar

Idah Saidan Wa Sanah
Jadidah, Feliz Navidad or Shub
Naya Baras; say it in Arabic,
Spanish or Hindi and it all
means the same thing – Merry
Christmas.

At the core, Christmas
is a celebration of the birth of
Jesus Christ on Dec. 25,
although families all around the
world, religious and non-
religious, celebrate it as a
holiday for bonding.

“I love Christmas
because of the music,
decorations and most of all for
family bonding,” said special
education math teacher Ms.
Gail Girouard.

Every year during the
weeks leading up to the
holiday, houses around
America are decorated with
lights and Christmas trees. Gifts
are on sale in stores and malls
are filled with huge crowds of
shoppers. Families gather to
exchange gifts with their loved
ones usually on Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day.

“This holiday exists to
spread happiness around the
world,” said Zach Letourneau
(10).

Christians celebrate
Christmas for religious
purposes. “I celebrate it
because Jesus was born on this
day, but I also celebrate it
because it is a great holiday to
spend time with my family,” said
instructional learning assistant
Mrs. Kathy Depot.

Although Christians
celebrate it for religious
purposes, many non-Christians
celebrate it purely for
enjoyment and family unions.

“I’m not religious, but
I celebrate it because it is a good
ending to the year and a great
time to spend time with my
family,” said Brittany Murphy
(10).

Christmas has its
importance to secular and
religious adults but it’s

significant to children and
teens. “To be truthful, I like this
holiday because I get gifts,”
said Alyssa Coyle (10).

Everyone likes this
holiday for gifts, gingerbread
cookies, egg nog and long
vacations, but a family reunion
is the main reason people are
psyched about this holiday.

Christmas is a joyful
holiday, but the ending is often
sad or disappointing. “I open
presents and the next day I get
depressed because it’s all
over,” said Liz Muenzen (10).

Santa is the most
beloved man during Christmas.
Children think he is real until
they grow up and realize he is
a part of tradition.

“My friend told me he
saw his dad wrapping up
something, and the next day
when he saw his presents, they
had the same wrapping paper
and then he realized Santa
wasn’t real,” said Letourneau.

“I used to bake
cookies for Santa so that he
would come and give me what
I wanted,” said Murphy.

Although children
did all they could to meet
Santa, he never appeared. “I
was seven and I asked my
parents if Santa was real and
they said no,” said Vanessa
Walsh (10).

As children grew
older they knew there was no
man with red trousers who
worked in the North Pole and
brought presents. In actuality,
it was their loving family. For
some, this truth changed
Christmas and for some, not at
all.

“It didn’t change
Christmas at all, I was just
happy that I knew who got me
my presents,” said Coyle.

“My Christmas
changed a little bit, because

then I asked my parents for
presents instead of wishing
for them,” said Coyle.

When some people
found out Santa wasn’t real,
they liked to think he still
existed. “What!! Santa isn’t
real? I think he is,” said
Seavey.

Christmas traditions
and Santa Claus don’t just
hold significance in America.
People all around the world
celebrate this holiday, some
differently, but with the same
zeal.

In China, lights are lit
in Christians’ houses and
paper lanterns are hung.
Stockings are hung near the
fireplace just like in America.
In England, Christmas trees are
decorated. The day after
Christmas is known as Boxing
Day during which small gifts,
food or sweets are wrapped in
little boxes and given to
anybody who passes by the
house (<http://
www.portharbor.com/santa/
xsatrad.htm>).

In India, houses are
decorated with mango leaves,
lights and a star is hung on
the porch. A dish called Thali
(Indian meal with rice,
chappati, curd, vegetables and
dal) is prepared and shared
with family and friends.

In Mexico, people
celebrate Christmas for nine
days. Children dress up as
Mary and Joseph and walk
around the streets and are
invited to eat and drink in
people’s houses. A piñata is
filled with candy and
blindfolded children break it
open with a stick and gather
up as much candy as they can
(<http://www.portharbor.com/
santa/xsatrad.htm>).

The celebration of
Christmas occurs all around
the world and marks the
ending of one year as well as
the beginning of another.

Santa Claus and Christmas tree
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f Breakfast with Santa
By: Chelsea Bolieiro

Breakfast with Santa
was held by the AHS track team
on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 8:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in B1 Cafeteria.

“This was our first year
doing it, and it was for the
children of the community. They
came to enjoy breakfast with
their families and take a picture
with Santa,” said track coach Mr.
Peter Lacasse. “I believe that this
just added to their excitement of
the holiday season.”

The price of the event
included the picture, and all
proceeds went for the AHS track
team’s Christmas breakfast and
break-up dinner, or the Tri-Team
Christmas Dinner.

The Triple Team
Hunger Christmas Dinner is a
program among AHS, Bishop
Feehan High School and North
Attleboro High School, who are
trying to raise money for those
in need this holiday.
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Flyer for Breakfast With Santa

Keeping the Magic Alive
By: Sarah Surprenant

Teenagers and older
children have a reputation for
criticizing popular things in
order to stand out. In a room of
holiday-frenzied children, eyes
always turn to the one who
exclaims the unthinkable:
“Santa Claus is not real!”

As a second grader,
my heart was set on believing
in Santa. When my classmates
began renouncing his
existence in the middle of
music class the day before
holiday break, I cried out in
passion, “Yes he is! Do you
think your parents would have
that much money to spend
every year? Santa is real!”

I clung to my belief,
but the idea lingered in my
head. Santa not real? If other
students thought so, maybe he
really wasn’t. I believed for a
few more Christmases in the
existence of the jolly red man
until the candles of belief were
finally extinguished. The magic
of Christmas was gone, and the
holiday would never be the
same again.

“There’s no incentive
to going down[stairs] in the
morning,” said Carisa Hawes
(11).

AHS sophomore
Emmy Bergh agreed, adding,
“You find out your parents ate
all the cookies.”

While believing in
Santa Claus seems to add magic
to the spirit of Christmas, some
people believe that Christmas
hasn’t changed for them.

“I still get presents;
it’s no different for me,” said
Brandon Taylor (12). It is easy
for some people to become
apathetic, or even cruel, about
the holidays once they lose the
Christmas spirit. Older children
and teenagers may resort to

purposefully revealing Santa’s
nonexistence to younger
children to create their own
holiday fun.

“I think that’s really
unfair, because when I was a kid,
I really believed in Santa, and if
someone crushed my beliefs …
it would make me upset,” said
Katelyn DeLaurier (11).

The holidays are about
spending time with family,
reliving memories of Christmases
past and carrying on tradition.
The sad truth is that we can’t
believe in Santa forever, but we
can help younger children do so.

“I think that finding out
[that Santa isn’t real] makes you
want to make it better for your
younger siblings,” said Desiree
Mears (12).

At the point where
belief in Santa disintegrates,
Christmas takes on a new spirit;
the spirit of giving – both literally
and figuratively. Post-Santa
belief, Christmas spirit is about
the warmth that fills the heart
when you give a friend or family
member a perfect gift or the look
on your little cousin’s face when
she sees that Santa has visited.

 “I still haven’t
accepted that there is no Santa
Claus. I have a five-year-old
nephew; I have to believe in
Santa for him,” said Austin
Grainey (12).

Remember that time as
a child when every little noise
on Christmas Eve was Santa’s
reindeer landing on the roof.
Remember how much fun it was
to bake a fresh batch of soft
sugar cookies to leave out on
Santa’s plate. Remember how
exciting it was to read notes from
him on Christmas morning.

Remember those
feelings and help younger
generations feel the same.
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Light at the End of the Tunnel
By: Laura King

“I’m dropping out of
school.” This has become a
familiar phrase in high schools
across the country. Many teens
have decided to drop out of high
school by the end of their
freshman year. According to
<Suit101.com>, students drop
out of school for many reasons,
such as failing classes or their
classes aren’t interesting. Some
drop outs want to find a job or
they want to become parents.

Recently I wanted to
drop out due to illness. I am
constantly sick with stomach
pains, vomiting, extreme
migraines, and throat problems,
and I’ve been out of school
because of this. My immune
system grows weaker every
time I’m sick. The days I try to
go to school when I am ill, I go
home worse than when I went
to school.

Finally, my family and
I had enough. On Sept. 27 I had
been out of school more days
than I had been in. I was really
exhausted. My parents and I
discussed at length the
possibility of me dropping out.
I decided that I would drop out,
get a G.E.D., go to a two year
college, and then transfer to a
four year college. It was going
to be a long process, but I was
positive that it would be better
than staying in school and
watching my life just waste
away because of being sick so
often.

On Monday, Sept. 29 I
walked into school knowing I
was dropping out. I didn’t care

that my
friends pro-
tested it, and I
didn’t care
that I was
never going to
receive my
diploma. I was
just so
e x h a u s t e d
from being
sick all the
time. I had a
meeting with
my dean, Mr.
J o s e p h
Connor, to
discuss my
decision.

T o
go to my
meeting, I
walked out of
my history
class, a class I
was falling behind
in. I was a fish out of water. To
my resentment, Connor made
me stay in school.  I was furious.
I went home and talked at length
with my parents, and we all
agreed I needed to drop out.

The next morning I
dreaded going to history class.
My teacher, Ms. Donna
Shirman, found out why I left
class. She was very
disappointed in me, but she
understood what I was going
through.

Shirman told me about
her experience with her
daughter. I was surprised that

someone would understand my
reasoning for dropping out. She
told me I could get a 504A form,
which could excuse me based
on medical purposes.

 Shirman was the key
factor for my decision to stay
in school. My mom scheduled
an appointment with an ears,
nose and throat doctor to see
why I was so sick.

On Oct. 1, I saw Dr.
Pamela Dana of Attleboro. She
told me I was a very sick girl.
Dana scheduled many tests. I
had to have a sleep study, an
esophagram, a food allergy test,
and an environmental allergy

test. The thought of so many
tests scared me, but at the same
time, I was glad someone was
going to discover what was
wrong.

Dana believed that
part of my health problems was
lack of sleep, so my first test
was a sleep study, which wasn’t
so bad. I went in, and the sleep
technician hooked me up to a
bunch of machines. I was put
on an EKG to see how many
times a minute my heart beats,
a breathalyzer to test the heat
of my mouth, and a snore
microphone to test my snoring
habits. I have sleep apnea, and

I have to be put on a machine
to regulate my oxygen flow.

My second test was
the esophagram, also know as
a barium swallow. The
esophagram was really nifty. I
had to lie on a standing table
that rotated and drink three
different liquids: a seltzer that
was going to open my throat
and stomach, a thick barium
drink that would coat my throat,
and then a thin barium liquid to
show how I swallowed. They
were all very tasty because the
flavor was strawberry. The
results came back, and I am
happy that nothing showed up.

My third and fourth
tests were my allergy tests. I
had my food allergy test and
that came back negative for
major food allergies. The
doctor, however, found that I’m
allergic to preservatives and am
lactose intolerant.

The result is going to
make a big difference in my life.
I have to switch to organic
foods, but the doctor said I will
feel much better, which I already
do because I’m not having the
intense stomach pains.  I am still
waiting to take my
environmental allergy test, and
I hope something is found.

All the tests I have
had and will have are
frustrating. I feel as though
doctors will never find out what
is wrong with me. It’s a long
battle. At the moment, I feel I
am winning my battle with
illness by staying in school and
not letting it conquer my life.

Erin Bart and Laura King
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Open Sesame … Please?
By Melanie ThibeaultEvery student at AHS

will at one point in their four
years complain about the
“traffic” problems in the
hallways. Most of these jams
are caused by freshmen who
think they can walk on the left
side of the hallway and not
receive dirty looks or an
occasional shove from an
upperclassman who is late to
class.

However, my point
today is not about bashing the
freshmen, though that would
be a fun topic. Instead, I’m
going to complain about
something that can’t retaliate
by shoving me in a trashcan or
spray-painting my locker (hint:
it’s on the fourth floor next to
the pool).  My latest gripe is
doors.

Before you put down
the newspaper and wonder why
you’re wasting your tax dollars
on my supposed education,
hear my story. The doors at AHS
result in many collisions, traffic
problems, delays, and of course,
frustration. Some open both
ways and some only open one
way, which is usually the wrong
way.

The “wrong way”
doors require students to stop
in the hallway and pull them
open, which hinders the flow of
traffic, especially if the poor
door opener is carrying a ton of
books. Life would be simpler if
these doors would just push
open.

Of course, you could
always do what the people I call
“confused Brits” do. (Okay, I
don’t really call them that, but
we can’t print the actual name.)
These are the people who are
walking on
the opposite
side of the
hallway and
in the
o p p o s i t e
d i r e c t i o n
from you,
whose door
is closed
while yours
is open, and
they slither
t h r o u g h
yours just
before you’re
about to.

A s
I’ve men-
tioned, some
doors are
push and
others are
pull, which I
understand is
normal; there’s really no other
way for them to move. However,
the doors at AHS that open by
pushing usually have a handle
that leads the confused student
(or teacher) to try and pull it
open, then stand back, scratch
their head, and wonder what
they’re doing wrong.

Not only do the doors
refuse to open, they have
actually been known to eat

students. Okay, not so much eat
them, as close on them while
they are trying to slip through
with a heavy load. I was once
carrying two backpacks

(another story entirely) and
tried to pass through an A-
Building door, but it rudely shut
while I was halfway through
and I had to call assistance to
free myself.

I’ve tried several
methods to ease these
problems. I’ve stopped in the
hallway with a handful of books
and binders, causing a backup
of students, looked sternly at

the door, and in my most
intimidating voice (which is
about as scary as Bambi’s)
yelled “Open Sesame.” The
door ignored me and refused to
open, so I resorted to stepping
aside and letting someone else

solve the
p r o b l e m .
T h e i r
method was
much less
complicated.
T h e y
e x t e n d e d
their arm,
gripped the
handle, and
pulled the
door open,
releasing a
flood of
a g i t a t e d
students.

The
s i m p l e s t
method to
a v o i d
d e a l i n g
with the
doors is to

try to sneak through when
someone else is holding it open.
While there are a few kind
students who will hold the door,
many just rush through and let
it slam behind them, which
doesn’t help.

Since that approach
doesn’t work, I guess I’ll settle
for automatic doors. You know,
the ones that respond to motion
and open when they sense

someone’s presence? The ones
that allow people with full hands
and the impatience level of a
squirrel to pass through
without difficulty. What’s that?
No, we don’t need new
textbooks … we can use that
money for a down payment on
the new doors. How will we
afford it after that? Well, if we
all sold a kidney, I’m sure that
would cover half the cost …

Maybe automatic
doors aren’t the best solution.
I can foresee difficulties. With
my luck, I’ll be late to class,
hands filled with bags and
books, and the door will refuse
to open.

Of course, I’ll drop
everything, and wave my arms
around like a hooligan, trying
to set off the motion detector.
There will be a camera nearby
recording all of this. Someone
will find it, watch it, and put it
on YouTube, and I will forever
be mocked by people and
doors alike.

Now, I’m out of ideas,
other than to keep all the
hallway doors open at all times
during the school day. Actually,
that’s not a bad suggestion. It’s
logical, not difficult to
accomplish, and it wouldn’t
cost the school any money. It
would also decrease my
chances of running into
something, as I sprint from class
to class. If we could only do
something about the wall
issue…

Annoying Students Using the “Wrong” Door
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Where’s Ryan Seacrest?
By: Katie Cost

Since 2002, every Jan.
marked the onslaught of
horrible headaches, out of tune
power chords, and some rare,
but amazing talent on the
infamous reality show
American Idol.

It’s fun to watch
people make a fool of
themselves, but it’s beyond
words how much fun it is to
watch people we know make
fools of themselves. This
spectacle, while entertaining at
best, is equally compelling
when the contestants are
genuinely talented. Surprising
to many, Attleboro Idol
produced astounding vocalists.

With the help of
Community Service Council
(CSC), seniors Monica
O’Regan, K.C. Grant, and
Katelyn Hicks, American Idol
was brought to AHS. The
popular television hit was
reincarnated with Attleboro
Idol.

Most people who
have tuned in to the show over
the last six years have become
accustomed to the familiar
frosted tips and shiny white
smile of American Idol’s
infamous host, Ryan Seacrest.
Not to divert too far from the
show, Attleboro had their very
own Seacrest. Joey Travers
(12), despite the lack of
highlights in his hair, epitomized
everything that Seacrest brings
to the show.

Travers was a
loveable host that kept the
show going. Interjections that
included, “You don’t head
shake Ryan Seacrest!” and “I
got a bucket of sweat back here,
that’s gross!” helped the
audience become involved in
the fun atmosphere.

Everyone knows that
Seacrest wouldn’t be anything
without his fellow companions
— the notorious judges. Simon
Cowell, Paula Abdul, and Randy
Jackson are the popular trio that
have blessed millions of singers
with not only their praise, but
with their not-so-always-
constructive criticism.

Our local Idol
presented the audience with
four judges that bestowed
similar qualities. History
teachers Ms. Donna Shirman
and Ms. Carla Bono, music
teacher Mr. Gary Hyman, and
senior Charlotte Germain
judged the ten talents.

Shirman was the
classic “Paula” giving helpful
hints and referring to each
performance as “lovely, lovely,
lovely.”

Germain gave a
Michael Jackson inspired
“heehee” to applaud the
singers. Bono, much like the
beloved “Randy,” was just as
constructive, concentrating on
the stage presence of each
aspiring idol.

Hyman represented
the “Simon” character with a
gentler edge. He was the Cowell
without a scowl making
comments like, “Some voices
sound like they are imitating a
mating call of a moose in heat.
It’s nice to see that you’re not
one of those.”

 The judges were less
harsh in comparison to what
most AI fans are accustomed to.
However, the quartet did their
job flawlessly and truly kept the
Idol spirit.

Like the normal
television series, the event
began with an onslaught of
auditions in a preshow. The
audition process took place
earlier, but the audience still
saw them thanks to a
compilation video during the
preshow.

Ten lovely
contestants made it past
auditions to the stage.
Francesca Dipanfilo (12), Lizzie
Iadonisi (9), Jon Howard (11),
Marjorie Gager (11), Aleia Morin
(12), Maddi Paquette (12),
Brittany McCarthy (10), Cedrik
Wright (12), Alicja Majkut (11),
and Teresa Andrade (12) were
the ten hopefuls who premiered
on stage Dec. 10.

Dipanfilo was the first
contestant and bravely sung
the Titanic classic by Celine

Dion, “My Heart Will Go On.”
Bono admitted that “she was
really brave to sing a cappella.”

The second aspirant,
Iadonisi, walked to her
spotlight with instant howling
from the audience wailing their
love. She sang a popular hit by
Jessica Simpson called “With
You.”

Shirman noted that in
addition to the performance
being “lovely” she “loved the
way [she] built it up and then
brought it back down.”

A sweet country
melody was the next hit to be
covered. Howard graced the
theater with a rendition of
Rascal Flatt’s “God Bless the
Broken Road.” He was
applauded and compared to a
past idol when Germaine said
“Josh Groban comes out!”

Switching it up a bit,
Gager came to the stage
escorted by guitarist Jeff
Medeiros (12). Together, they
performed an entralling version
of Switchfoot’s “Only Hope.”
Her voice was flattered by the
mellow acoustic strings and
Hyman suggested the duo “go
on the road.”

Morin made her way
on stage and changed the
feeling of the night with a rock
hit by Evanescence. Her
adaptation of “My Imaginary”
impressed not only the
audience, but also the judges.
Hyman stated that it was “nice
to see the audience in the palm
of your hand.”

Originally by Sarah
McLachlan, Paquette’s
“Angel” was not only audibly
appealing, but also
aesthetically. Despite
arguments over her position on
stage, her feedback reflected
her talent. Bono “Dug [her]
style, dawg” and Paquette
“lulled” Shirman. She truly made
the heartwarming song her
own.

McCarthy picked a
daring song initially by
Paramore, “Decode.” The
innate stage presence that she
exemplified made her routine.

Unfortunately, technical
difficulties almost hurt her
chances, but fortuitously, her
feedback from the judges was
better than the feedback from
her microphone. Shirman said
she “totally thought it was
great.”

The next contestant
was introduced by Travers
stating that he had “more soul
than James Brown.” Charisma
and charm made Wright an
instant favorite among the
audience when he sang Chris
Brown’s “With You.” Bono
classified his performance, by
the high pitched shrieks from
the crowd, as “CedrikMania.”

It’s hard to keep going
in a performance when the
words escape the mind. Yet,
Majkut, with a little help from
the audience, sang “Breathe”
by Anna Nalick beautifully.
Hyman felt that “forgetting the
lyrics wasn’t a problem. The
hardest thing to do is come in
after stopping a line, and keep
the volume and pitch the same.
You did a nice job.”

Last, but certainly not
least, was Andrade. Even
though it was the last
performance, her S Club 7
“Never Had A Dream Come
True” kept the crowd animated
after the eventful night. The
emotional appeal of the song
was ever present throughout
her vocals. Hyman was elated
by this aspect when he added
that she “didn’t just sing the
song, [she] performed it.”

The final performance
was over and the audience held
onto their seats, anxious to hear
the announcement of the
winner, and the first AHS Idol.

In conjunction with
the hit show, the audience had
the opportunity to elect a
winner. Each member of the
audience was asked to vote by
casting a ballot. The number
they placed on the secret ballot
corresponded to the number of
the performer.

Tension filled the air.
Increasing the anxiety,

the vote was delayed when

O’Reagan, Grant and Hicks
were called to the stage to
announce the motives for
holding the event. Their speech
let the crowd know that
Attleboro Idol was more than
just a spirited event, in fact, the
main goal was to “raise some
money for some good
charities.”

  She announced that
proceeds from the show would
go toward both local and
worldwide issues. Sixty percent
of the money gained from ticket
sales will be donated to Invisible
Children; a fundraiser that
helps children with financial
needs in Northern Uganda.  The
other forty percent will be
donated to the Twenty-Fifth
Annual Tedesco Memorial
Annual Free Christmas Dinner;
a local dinner that provides an
optimistic holiday atmosphere
for needy families.

In true Idol fashion,
the vote was further
postponed. Even though the
anticipation lingered, the
audience was not troubled.
Travers announced he would
play one of his original
melodies, a support to “A-
town.”

After his
spontaneous addition to the
show, Travers announced the
winner. In third place came
Howard. Second place was
given to Gager, finally, the
coveted title was about to be
disclosed, when commentary
from the archetypal Seacrest
interrupted. Travers said, “The
winner of Attleboro Idol
is….coming up right after these
messages,” eliciting groans
from the audience. In all
seriousness though, the title of
the first Attleboro Idol was
bestowed upon Wright.

The event was
ultimately successful on a
number of levels. The turnout
of adoring fans was remarkable
and the proceeds reached over
$700. It is expected this won’t
be the last time this hit will
return to AHS.

Seacrest out.
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Blue vs. White
By: Jenna Giuffrida

It is a sound AHS
tradition every year. At the end
of spirit week (although it has
been shortened from five days
to one), we have a Blue and
White Day in honor of the spirit
rallies. The spirit rallies are loud,
rambunctious, and are quite
possibly the most fun the
students have all year.

There are always two
rallies: Freshmen vs.
Sophomores and Juniors vs.
Seniors. This year, along with
the usual events like the
obstacle course, pie-eating, and
musical chairs, were two new
ones.

The first was the tab
war. The tab war was a student
council idea to help out the
Shriner Hospital. Each grade
had a jar and whoever brought
in the most tabs (off of soda
cans) would win an extra point
in the spirit rally. The freshmen
and juniors came out
victorious.

“The juniors had so
many tabs that we couldn’t
even count them,” said Student
Council representative Ashley
Balerna (12).

The other new item on
the Spirit Day agenda was a
girl’s tug o’ war. This is the first
time in AHS history the girls
have had a part in this
seemingly male dominated
sport. However, only the Junior/
Senior girls participated
because it was originally their
idea and not the Student
Council’s.

Principal Jeff Newman
said that after the very
successful Homecoming
Dance, he was looking forward
to the rallies. “I see a lot of kids
wearing their school colors and
showing their pride in our
school. I am very pleased.”

To kick off the
merriment Balerna opened the
rallies by giving a shout to the
sports teams that have excelled
in the last year, including those
students who made it to States.
After that, we were off and
running. The order of events
was the Obstacle Course, Pie-
eating Contest, Musical Chairs,
Bombardment (formerly known
as Dodge Ball), Tug o’ War and
the Dance Off.

In the Freshman/
Sophomore rally the
sophomores won five to two,
although the Dance Off was a
given because the freshmen did
not actually have a dance team.
There were three sophomore
dancers and all of them wore
“Whitefield” field hockey shirts
in memory of Becky.

The seniors
triumphed in the Senior/Junior
rally winning five to three, only
losing the Tug o’ War and the
Tab War. Their motto was
“Respect your elders,” which
was seen on many of the Senior
posters.

“We dominated,
because as a class we’re very
spirited and respectful of each
other,” said Taryn McCarthy
(12).
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Seniors Showing School Spirit

More pictures on page 8

The Children’s Hour: Not for Children con’t. from page 1
“It was really good, but

some of the actors were a little
shaky. Other than that, it was
excellent,” said Amanda
Correllus (11).

Surprenant said, “I’m
glad the people who did see it,
enjoyed it so much.”

As for the performers,
they gave it their all and put on a
memorable performance. “Hands
down, I’m immensely proud of
their accomplishment,” said
Tarsi.

Gorman did a fantastic
job playing an overdramatic
intimidating child-demon,
though according to Martha,
“she is no child.” She was
consistent and believable. It was
entertaining to watch her
rambling lying and amazing to
see how others just ate up her
words.

“Mariah did better than
I ever could have imagined,” said
Correllus.

Surprenant exuded
passion and anger onstage,
capturing the very essence of
Dobie’s character. She was droll
at times and commanding at
others. She didn’t sound like a
high school student when
speaking.

“Sarah Surprenant’s
performance was absolutely
amazing. She was really
dedicated and whenever the
focus wasn’t on her, she was
displaying the correct emotion,”
said Felicia Connolly (11).

G i u f f r i d a
complemented Surprenant’s fiery
attitude with a calmer, rational
disposition akin to Wright’s, but

when needed, her anger and
passion shone through. Her
believable performance further
showed how incredible it was that
high school students, and not
adults, were performing.

Playing Cardin, Fodaski
demonstrated his dynamic ability as
an actor, showing a range of
emotions the doctor goes through
including: happiness, frustration,
anger, and finally sadness when
Wright tries to end their
relationship.

“Being in The Children’s
Hour was a truly unique and
honorable experience. The cast was
amazing and it was great to be able
to perform in this play,” said
Fodaski.

Coulter, with her powdery
gray hair and constant worried
expression, captured the gullible
side of Tilford, her readiness to
believe anything her
granddaughter said was true.

It wouldn’t be a show
without the overly dramatic, self-
centered Mortar. Boucher put on a
great performance and at times, her
portrayal of the character ’s
cluelessness was entertaining.

Playing Rosalie, Mary’s
scapegoat, was Erica Jewett (9).
Toward the end of Act II, she gave
an intense and praiseworthy
performance when she agreed to lie
for Mary because she was being
blackmailed.

Morin and Plante added a
hint of comic relief during their
eavesdropping scene and later
demonstrated a more serious side.
Leslie Duclos (11), who played
Tilford’s maid Agatha, countered
Mary’s whiny childish attitude with

her biting sarcasm and
nagging demands.

Freshmen Sara
Nelson, Jessie Vitale, Stacy
Gillard and Stacie St. Louis
(10) played fellow students
Catherine, Lois Fisher,
Janet, and Helen Burton.
Albert Dumont III (10)
added to the tension as the
slightly sketchy grocery
boy who is the only person
from the outside world
Wright and Dobie have
contact with after their lives
fall apart.

There wouldn’t be
a show without a crew.
Production staff consisted
of stage manager Jen Tella
(11), asst. stage manager
Brianne DeVincent (10),
production assistant Mrs.
Nancy Tella, lighting by
Jacob McNeil (12), sound
by Jeff Goodman (11),
Bianca Carreiro (11) as
stage crew, house
managers Doug Swenson
(12) and Nicole Tremblay
(12), and graphic design by
Matthew Cobb (11).

The night was
filled with tension and
passion, raw emotion and
a bone-chilling warning of
what can happen when a lie
is told. To paraphrase
Tarsi’s speech before the
play began, theater is meant
to inspire, amuse, anger, or
sadden. Most of all, it’s
meant to make us think.
The Children’s Hour
accomplishes all, and that’s
the truth.

Juniors vs. seniors during musical chairs
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Peer Mediation: What’s it about?
By: Nicole Dionne

Peer mediation is a
new program at AHS where
students are the peacekeepers
between two students with a
problem. Mrs. Susan Sherck
and Mrs. Kathy Crawford, two
school councilors, started this
program.

Peer mediation is used
all around the world; in over
100 countries. “Peer mediation
has shown a decreased
behavior and suspension
rate,” said Crawford.

Sherck and Crawford
had Mr. Richard Cohen come
in and speak to Sherck,
Crawford, and the students for
three days of training. Cohen
trains people internationally
and owns an association called
School Mediation Association.

On average, there are
three mediations a week and
students are referred to the
program through their dean.
Sherck and Crawford are hoping
students will eventually refer
themselves and seek the help
of peer mediators.

In mediation there are
four students, two mediators —
one boy and one girl — and the
two students with the problem.
The whole meeting is
confidential, and the mediators
stay objective as the two
students discuss the problem.

“Peer mediation is an
opportunity for students to
solve their problems through a

unique and different opportunity,”
said Peer Mediator Joe Lazzerini
(11).

The mediators hear both
sides of the issue, and the students
with the issue talk with each other
to try and resolve their problem.

Dealing with issues works
90 percent of the time, mostly
because there are no adults in the
room and the students feel more
comfortable with a peer.

“Generally the program
works; there are instances where
issues can’t be resolved. It’s great
though because each individual
understands the opposing point of
view,” said Peer Mediator Katy
Feist (12).

So far there have been 20
meetings and Sherck and Crawford
are hoping for more. These

meetings are mostly
the “he said, she said”
problem and not a
student physically
bullying another
student, because it
“would not be
productive.”

There are 17
new mediators this
year with six returning
mediators.

Another Peer
Mediator Michaela
Bushey (10) said, “It
[mediation training]
helped me learn
negotiation skills that
I can use in school and

in the work place.”
Seniors Amanda

Barney, Feist, Diana Ramos,
Audrey Royer Berlinda
Sanchez, Cedrik Wright;
juniors Omar Bayona, Jared
Carpeno, Rachel Lamey,
Megan Wayland, Angelina
Clemons, Ricky Rivera,
Lindsey Semple, Joe
Lazzerini; sophomores
Chrystie Beauregard, Joe
Murphy, Mahlik Johnson,
Chanary Sam, Bushey,
Shannon Zimmerman,
Jessica Minero; and
freshmen Ashley Lameriras,
Matt Fyfe, Natick Sands,
Jake Chapman, Chad
Vignoni, Nate Chapman and
are the peer mediators
involved in the program.

Peer Mediators with
Mrs. Crawford
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We’ve Got Spirit!

“I’m wicked excited to see the dance. It’s
always the best.” -Chelsea Masoian (10)

Edition 2 Winter   2008

8

“I’m feeling hot about
beating 2011.” -Alicia Snowman (9)

“I’m in the dance off so I’m ready for that. I’m
excited to see the juniors dance but I think the

seniors will take it.” -Chris Em (12)



9

“I’m excited for the girls’ tug of war because
we’ll dominate!” -Mariah Shea (11)

Edition 2 Winter   2008
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Break In Gas Prices
By: Nathan Slattery

In July 2008, the
national average for a gallon of
regular gas, $4.11, was the
highest it’s ever been. Gas
today can be found for less
than $1.75 a gallon.

“I’ve seen it as low as
$1.63 a gallon at a few stations.
It only cost us $19 to fill up
rather than $42,” said Matt
Ethier (11).

Currently, the national
average for a gallon of regular
gas is $1.66. That’s down
almost 70 percent from the
summer. The lower gas prices
have also helped the economy,
because people have had more
money left over after filling their
tanks. (<http://money.cnn.com/
200812/11/news/economy/
gasoline /
?postversion=2008121110>)

“It’s really nice. I have
a lot more money after filling up
my car. I usually spend that
money elsewhere,” said
Brandon Halnon (12), adding,

“I hope this break lasts for a
while.”

The  reason why gas
has gone down is the price of
oil. July 11, 2008, was a record
breaking day; when a barrel of
oil cost $147. Now, a barrel
costs $43, down more than 60
percent.

“I can only hope that
the prices stay as low as they
are, if not lower. It would be nice
not to have to spend more than
$20 at a gas pump to fill my
tank,” said Geo Tevenal (11).

 It has not yet been
done, but OPEC (Organization
of Petroleum Exporting
Countries) plans to cut oil
production so the prices will go
back up. If the price of oil
continues to go down, OPEC
may hold another emergency
meeting to cut supply. (<http://
money.cnn.com/2008/11/14/
marke ts /o i l /?pos tvers ion
=2008111410>).

Picture of a gas station showing less
than $2 a gallon

Foreclosures
By: Patrick Clark

There have been a lot
of foreclosures due to the
recent economic crisis.
Families have had to find new
places to live and when there
aren’t any available, they are
forced to live in shelters.

While the economic
crisis is affecting foreclosures,
it is also one of the main causes
of the recent recession in the
U.S. market. When someone
faces foreclosure on his/her
house, it affects the company
that supplied the loan.

Since housing prices
have gone down, a bank that
forecloses on a mortgage they
hold, can not sell the house for
what it’s worth. The house
owners lose their home
because they can’t sell it for
what they paid for it. The
economy’s stricter regulations
are also making it hard on
people who are currently
looking to buy a house.

People may have their
house foreclosed on if the
payments on the house are too
late. After multiple failures of
paying the bills, the bank

eventually takes the house.
This is becoming a huge
problem in the U.S.

“Certainly, as you
know, this is an issue that’s
affecting thousands of
Americans across the country;
there are certainly many
reasons why the actual
foreclosures are taking place,
whether it be people losing a
job, or they have entered into
adjustable rate mortgages,
which seems to be a large
reason why people are going
into foreclosure,” said Mayor
Kevin Dumas.

It is a sad event when
a family has to move out of their
home and find a new place to
live, but there are some things
that can be done to stop
foreclosures.

Filing for bankruptcy
can stop the foreclosure but
will also have severe
consequences. This could lead
to credit problems, so it’s
always good to check with a
financial expert before making
a decision like this.

Another option is a
voluntary deed, which is
signed by all owners of a
property. This is called a deed
in lieu of foreclosure.

Deputy Sheriff Brian
Sweeny is also in charge of civil
process, which includes the
tasks of passing out divorce
papers, filing suits and issuing
foreclosure notices. He passes
out 5-10 notices a week. “A lot
of people know it’s coming,”
said Sweeny.

It is very disturbing to
think about how many
foreclosures have been
happening lately. In Attleboro,
there were 59 homes foreclosed
on in the last 180 days (<http:/
/www.foreclosuresmass.com/
about/ town_att leborough
.html>).

“It’s very sad,
nothing worse than telling a
mother with two kids hanging
onto her shirt and telling her to
move out,” said Sweeny. This
is a problem because
foreclosures don’t make our
recession better; they make it
much worse.

Sign advocating foreclosure help

AHS Sophomore Career Day
By: Matt Ethier

Attleboro High held
Career Day on Wednesday,
Dec. 3 to explore future career
options for sophomores.

Director of CTE,
Terry Gayton set up the 2008

career day along with the
“School to Career Partnership”
program. Both offices are in
the AHS CTE extension.

“Students were to
ask questions for their career
preparation and presentations

Sandy Parsons (left) and Christine LaChance
(right)

Edition 2 Winter   2008

presentations with three
people presenting to the group
of students. The sessions
included: The Arts, Business,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Construction, Environmental,

Health and Medical,
Hospitality and Tourism,
Human Services, IT/
Engineering, Legal, Protective
Services, and Transportation.

“The two
presentations I went to (Arts
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“The presentations I went
to helped me understand

all of the career
opportunities I have.”

 -Jon Luciano (10).

and Health and Medical) were
very informative and helped
show what I need to do in that
were to include what benefits
are included, also what the
drawbacks are from the job,
along with the high points.
We want students to have
thoughts on their future now,”
said Gayton.

“Both meetings were
helping to figure out what
courses I want to take in school
for the career I want to take up,”
said Tia Sae-Eung (10).

The day consisted of
two speaker sessions, which
sophomores signed up for.
There were a total of 12 job and
what I need in preparation to
get that job,” said Sarah Dufort
(10).

The purpose of the
event was to inform the
students about possible career
opportunities based on the
roles and responsibilities
associated with that career
choice.

“The presentations I
went to helped me understand
all of the career opportunities I
have,” said Jon Luciano (10).

In each area,
presenters discussed the skills
required for their job field,
educational background from
high school and college, career

history, challenges, and
highlights associated with the

job, and the service they
provide.

“People want to be
asked, so we had to
choose people in that

field of work to speak in
front of the sophomores.

They’ll try to come if you
ask,” said School to Career
worker Sandy Parsons.
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Private
By: Allie Lori

Edition 2 Winter   2008

Katie Brian, the author
of Sweet Sixteen and Lucky T,
published the first novel of her
Private series in 2006. From
there she published nine more
books in the series and recently
finished writing her prequel to
Private, called Last Christmas,
last Oct.

The series, along with
Last Christmas, is full of
mystery, morality and love. It
follows the life of a scholarship
student, Reed Brennan, as she
leaves behind her poor town in
Penn. and moves into an ivy-
league boarding school called
Easton Academy in N.Y.

 She soon becomes a
member of the most elite
sorority, The Billings’ House,
where the most glamorous,
privileged students live.
Inbetween butting heads with

Noelle Lange, Billings’ top-
notch girl, and falling in love
with Easton’s notorious rebel,
Thomas Pearson, Brennan
faces challenges with her
friends and schoolwork and
then almost loses her
scholarship.

Private follows
Brennan during her life at
Easton and through the
hardships of losing friends,
making enemies and dealing
with the murder of her closest
friends. This series is a terrific
choice for young adults and
can be bought for $9.99 at any
bookstore.

Brian is also releasing
books 10 and 11, Paradise Lost
and Suspicion in 2009 and will
be publishing her spin-off from
Private in Dec. called Privilege.

 Brian’s Private series
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Just Dave
By: Dara Beech

In Sept. 2003, Dave
Matthews released his first
solo album, Some Devil, and
five years after its release, it
still hasn’t lost its fresh feel. It
is the first solo album recorded
by Matthews after the
formation of the Dave
Matthews Band in 1991.

Dave Matthews, a
brilliant lyricist, has never left
fans unsatisfied with any
previously recorded albums.
He stays true to his icon –
standing in the rock industry
with sounds that are new and
unique, while still remaining
true to issues which deeply
affect him.

The album features
tracks such as “Some Devil,”
written through Matthews’
eyes concerning the loss of
someone’s love; “Stay or
Leave,” with the similar topic
of a man fearing the loss of a
lover and her choice to stay or
go; “Oh,” a beautiful song
written about the power of love
despite unbeatable odds; and
“Gravedigger,” a reflection on
life and the impact of death on
those who experience it.

Combining the
sound of alternative rock, folk,

blues and R&B with lyrics that
are poetic, deeply personal
and honest, creates an album
of pure brilliance.

The 14 tracks include
appearances by Tim
Reynolds, The Dirty Dozen
Brass Band, Brady Blade, and
Tony Hall. Although the songs
aren’t quite as catchy as
typical songs recorded by
DMB, they are considerably
more moving, both lyrically
and musically.

Some Devil,
deserving of five stars, is
available at all music supply
stores as well as online for
approximately $12-18.

Album Cover of Some Devil
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Get Chucked
By: Jaclyn Brown

Chuck Taylor
Converse All-Stars can be
called original, bright,
personalized, and so much
more. In 1908, Marquis M.
Converse founded the
Converse Rubber Shoe
Company, a company that gave
people the opportunity to be
themselves, in Malden, Mass.

When Converses were
first introduced in 1917, they
were just basketball shoes to
improve a wearers’
performance.

In the 1980s, Converse
was taken over by the Nike
company. Put in an interesting
position, Converse, the first
original sports wear company,
was now owned by a fairly new
sports wear company.

Converses are
amazing in many different ways
– from the different colors to the
different styles. They are sure
to meet any shoe standard.

Chucks come in a
number of different styles.
They vary from low tops, to
high tops, to regular sneakers,
to extra high tops, to knee high
tops. With the styles varying
from movie logos to see-
through shoes to shoes that
say “I love my Chucks” on
them. Chucks are sure to match
any occasion. For example,
some people dress them up for
formal dances while others
dress them down to attend
school.

Showing personality
in more ways than one, their

bright colors show different
sides of people. Converse.com
provides users with the option
to personalize their  sneakers,
for instance you can have
sayings or a name stitched on
the shoes to the different
colors the shoes can be. This is
a neat feature, because
creations will be unique.

Converses are usually
associated with the punk, emo,
and goth scenes, but they are
open to anyone who enjoys
them. Converse’s are available
at your local shoe store or
online at
<www.converse.com>and cost
about $50 to $60 but they do go
on sale from time to time and
can be $30 to $40.

Dreamland
By: Keya Thakkar

 Dreams come
everyday to everybody.
Sometimes they are
pleasurable and
beautiful fantasies
and other times
they are horrifying
images of impen-
etrable darkness.

To some
people, life is a
dream. They have
everything they
desire, which feels
like a wonderful
fantasy, but
sometimes that
dream can turn into a
nightmare.

In the book
Dreamland, the author Sarah
Dessen portrays a teenage girl
living in a fantasy world, which
ultimately turns into a living
nightmare.

 Caitlin O’Koren, the
main character, lives a simple life
until her sister Cassandra and
her boyfriend run away. Now,
after Cassandra’s sudden exit,
Caitlin’s family worries about
Cassandra all day long and
waits for her to come back.

Caitlin has grown up
in Cassandra’s shadow and
now with her sister missing,
Caitlin is expected to be the
perfect child, just like Cassandra
used to be.

Caitlin is unsure of her

identity but she knows she
can’t be what her family wants

her to be; so
instead she
decides to
follow a
dangerous path
and along the
way falls for a
charming guy –
R o g e r s o n
Biscoe. At first,
Biscoe is every-
thing Caitlin
wanted. He is
h a n d s o m e ,
alluring and
loving. Caitlin

feels she is living in a
dreamland until everything
changes.

Rogerson is insecure.
He physically abuses Caitlin,
but she decides to shrug it off.
After several months, she
realizes she is in too deep with
few options for escape.

T h r o u g h o u t
Dreamland, Dessen illustrates
the theme of an abusive
relationship between two
people. Often people don’t
realize what they want the most,
can be the thing that also hurts
them the worst.

Dessen is the author
of several other books
including Lock and Key.

Dreamland is
available at Borders for $8.99.

Dreamland Cover
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Defending Rap
By: Carmen Vignoni

Contrary to popular
belief, rap is not always about
money, clothes, cheap women,
cars, drugs, and violence. No
matter how obscene a rap song
seems, there are always subtle
messages about dreams and
life.

A majority of rap
artists talk about the hardships
of their own personal lives.
Simultaneously, they talk about
broader issues that affect
everyday people. Rap paints a
picture; it is not always
picturesque when a song talks
about violence and the
negativities in the world, but
when it talks about following
dreams, it is pleasing.

The song “Jesus
Walks” by Kanye West starts
off with the lyrics, “We at war
with terrorism/racism/and most
of all/we at war with ourselves.”
He is trying to explain that as a
country, people are at war with
others; as a community, people
are at war with racism; and as a
person, people are at war with
themselves.

“God show me the
way/Because/The devil is
trying to break me down,”
Kanye says in the same song,
stating that God will show
anyone the way when tempted
to do wrong in life.

Every rap artist has a
verse or two that shows that rap
isn’t all about negativities.
Another artist that could testify
for the good aspects of rap
music is Nas.

“Raise your sons and
your daughters/with respect
and with honor,” he raps on the
song “We’re Not Alone.” Nas
sends a strong message with
this line. He wants fathers and
mothers of today’s youth to
raise their children right so
they’re not being involved in
gang life or other negative
things.

Other songs can be
tributes to artists’ families. In the
song “Dear Mama,” Tupac tells
his mom that he can always
depend on her, “I can always
depend on my mama.”

Tupac also raps,
“But whatever you see/through
all the rain and pain/you gotta
keep a sense of humor,” on the
song “Smile for Me Now.” This
message is that no matter what
happens in life, it is important
to keep on smiling and laughing.

Not everyone always
understand rap. People have
strong opinions about this
music genre, while some even
find it really controversial.

“It’s not really actual
music; it’s talking with a beat.

Girls are only good for sex,”
said Shawnna Kelly (10).

To other listeners, this
music genre is so much more
than a beat and good lyrics.
These listeners feel that rap
sends positive messages, which
those opposed to rap don’t see.

“There are artists like
Nas, Tupac, Kanye [West], and
Lil Wayne that talk about
political issues and their old life
styles,” said AHS senior Robby
Chipman.

Racism is one of these
political issues. In the song
“Ghetto Gospel” Tupac says,
“It ain’t about black/or white/
cause we’re human.” He sends
a very strong and clear message
with this line: the color of a
person doesn’t or shouldn’t
matter in the world because we
are all human beings.

If rap consists solely
of drugs, sex, violence, and
money, what do adults think of
the rock and roll they listened
to as children? Would it not be
hypocritical of a parent to judge
rap, when the music they
listened to has been under
scrutiny for years? Every music
genre must endure its scrutiny,
but the solution is clear: those
who don’t like this music don’t
have to listen to it.

CD Covers by: N.W.A, Young Jeezy, T.I., Tupac, Jay-Z, Eminem,
Kanye West, Ludacris, David Banner, and Nas

Rush Hour 3
By: Patrick Clark

Rush Hour 3 is a
comedy directed by Brett Ratner
starring Jackie Chan as Chief
Inspector Lee and Chris Tucker
as Detective James Carter. The
film begins with an
assassination attempt on
Ambassador Han, Lee’s boss.

Lee and Carter team
up to go to Paris and protect a
French woman who knows
secrets about the Triads, a
Japanese gang. As their
investigation continues, they
find out the Triad who tired to
kill Han was Kenji, Lee’s brother.
Lee and Carter then go on a wild
adventure that’s jam packed
with action and laughs, while
trying to stop Kenji.

This is the third
installment in the series. Chan
and Tucker do a wonderful job
of bringing back the characters
of Lee and Carter. As in the first
and second movie, they are

teaming up again to somehow
take down a crime boss who
connects to Lee’s past.

Throughout the
movie, they find themselves in
situations where they are
outnumbered and outgunned,
but somehow always come out
on top. These predicaments
have a tendency to be funny
because things you don’t
expect to happen occur. For
example Lee and Carter end up
in a car chase down a Parisian
street when their car is hit and
ends up riding on two wheels.

The movie has a way
of incorporating comedy into
action. At the end of the movie,
Carter fights four Triads at
once, and when he beats them,
he starts dancing; then he
remembers there is a person
hanging from a rope he has to
save.

This very funny
movie earns four-out-of-five-
stars. It can be bought at any
retail store for $14.99 or rented
at any rental provider.

Rush Hour 3 Poster
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Scribbler of Dreams
By: Danielle Comey

Mary E. Pearson is the
author of the award winning
books A Room on Lorelei Street
and David v. Gold. One of her
other award winners is
Scribbler of Dreams, a romance
novel suitable for women of all
ages, about a girl torn between
loyalty and love.

Seventeen-year-old
Kaitlin Malone has always
hated the Crutchfields, the
family who lives next door. The
constant fight over the land in
between their houses has gone
on for years, and ends with the
accidental murder of Mr.
Crutchfield by Kaitlin’s father,
who is sent to prison. Kaitlin
and her sister, Abby, are sent to
public school with the new last
name of Hampton.

Coping with a new
school is not easy for Kaitlin,
until she meets Bram and
instantly clicks, but Kaitlin is
crushed when she finds out
Bram is a Crutchfield. She
immediately decides to keep it
a secret that her last name is
actually Malone.

Kaitlin must not let her
family know who Bram really is.
As things become more
complicated, she struggles to
keep her deepest secrets from
the ones who matter most to her,
although she knows it is wrong.

This modern-day
Romeo and Juliet is creative
and heartfelt, with more and
more suspense on each new
page. It can be bought at any
book store for $5.95.

The cover of Scribbler of Dreams

Green Day
By: Vincent McCaffrey

The popular band
Green Day was formed in 1987.
The three main members are
Billie Joe Armstrong (36) who
plays the guitar, Mike Dirnt (36)
who plays the
bass, and Tre
Cool (36) who
plays the
drums.

Through
the years
Green Day has
made many
albums such as
Bullet in a
Bible and
A m e r i c a n
Idiot.

Armstrong
and Dirnt
formed a band
called Sweet
Children in
1987. They
were 15 years
old at the time. Their first show
took place on Oct. 17, 1987, in
Rod’s Hickory Pit in Calif. The
owner of Lookout! Records saw
the band play there and signed
them to a label.

In 1989, the band
recorded their first song “1000
Hours.” Before it was released
the band dropped the name
Sweet Children and became
Green Day.

Lookout! Records
released “1039/Smoothed Out
Slappy Hours,” a combo of their
first extended plays (EP)
“Slappy,” “39/ Smooth” and
“1000 Hours” in 1991.

Their original drummer
Sobrante left the band to attend
college in late 1990. Green Day
found their new drummer, Cool,
soon afterward. The band was

on tour for
most of
1992 and
1993.

I n
2004, the
a l b u m
A m e r i c a n
Idiot was
r e l e a s e d .
Green Day
won the
G r a m m y
Award for
Record of
the Year for
their song
“Boulevard
of Broken
Dreams.”

T h e
majority of their songs are
composed of distorted guitar;
fast, maniac drums; and
relatively high treble bass.

Lookout! Records
helped the band establish a
major fan base. Their hit song
Dookie also helped them as it
went international.

There is no
information about a concert or
tour on their website <http://
w w w . g r e e n d a y . c o m /
splash_black.php?accesscheck
=%2Flogin_check.php>. Fans
of pop punk music will like
Green Day. Their albums are
available at all music stores.

Picture of the band
Green Day
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This Nov. the Xbox
Live experience is going to
change for every gamer. A
digital media service provided
by Microsoft for online gaming
and other resources, the Xbox
360 game console, allows
people around the world to play
with or against each other in an
online gaming community.

Xbox Live originated
in 2002, and was the first online

gaming experience of its kind.
Gamers worldwide were
instantly blown away.

“Being able to game
with people all around the world
makes it a lot more competitive,
which makes it a lot more fun,”
said Ankit Patel (11).

Xbox Live isn’t just for
gaming. There is a wide array
of possibilities for everyone.
For instance, once connected
to Xbox Live, anyone can
download any of the free videos
and game demos that Microsoft
has to offer on the Xbox Live
Marketplace.

However, Live goes
even further. Television shows
and even full length movies can
be downloaded from the
Marketplace as well, though
this costs Microsoft Points, the
form of currency used on Live.
Anyone can purchase these
points online with a credit card
or in a video game store.

For a while it was safe
to say that Xbox Live was the
epitome of online gaming, but
Microsoft programmers have
outdone their previous success
with the new version of Live:
The New Xbox Experience
(NXE).

NXE is a complete 180
for the online world of 360. With
NXE, many new features have
been brought into the Xbox Live
world, for example gamers will
be able to watch streaming
movies from Netflix.com right
on their television screens,
some even in high definition
(HD).

In addition, instead of
having the movies delivered or
having to watch them in front
of a computer screen, Netflix
subscribers will be able to
watch their movies on the
couch or in bed. This is a
luxurious upgrade for Live, but
there are more fun ones as well.

When Nintendo
released the Wii, its next
generation (next-gen) game
console in 2006, the system
included a feature called Wii
Mii, a miniature character the
gamer could create to play
games with on the Wii.

NXE has a similar
feature called Avatars. This
enables players to create a
miniature version of
themselves. There are
thousands of body styles, hair
dos, and clothing possibilities
to choose from and if a gamer is
picky with the selection, they
can download more from the
Xbox Live Marketplace.

Perhaps the most fun
a gamer can have with an Avatar
is a party online with other
players and their Avatars.

Players will be able to
join large parties together and
do things such as watch

The “New Xbox Experience”
By: Geo Tevenal movies, play games and even

view slideshows of photos, all
while communicating with one
another via the classic Live
headset.

With this upgrade
comes the ability to render load
times obsolete, which makes
every gamer a happy camper.
These are the areas between
levels or menus where the

console has to catch up, leaving
the gamer waiting.

This is possible by
allowing the gamer to download
the game to the hard drive
instead of always using the
disk. This is very handy, though
it’s going to demand a much
larger hard drive than the
average console (which is either
20, 60, or 120 GB).

The features aren’t
the only new thing, however.
NXE is completely revamping
the entire look and feel of the
actual Xbox Dashboard, the
main menu of the console. The
dashboard now features
screens that slide left and right,
kind of like the pictures on an
iPhone, and gamers will easily
be able to access their photos,
videos, and game library, along
with their user profile.

NXE is looking to
change the online gaming world
and the online world of Xbox
Live completely. The upgrade
is free to those who already
have Xbox Live and is now
available.

The New Xbox
Experience will be sure to have
every gamer on their feet, if only
to pick their jaw up off the floor.

 NXE Xbox Dashboard
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Naruto
By: Briana Murray

Naruto is one of the
most popular Japanese comic
books (manga) and Japanese
cartoons (anime) in Japan and
in the United States. It was
created by Masashi Kishimoto,
a well known manga artist.
What originally started as a
manga in Japan has been out in
bookstores in America since
2002. The anime has been on
the Cartoon Network since
2005.

Naruto is original; it
shows what the Japanese
culture and lifestyle used to be
in the fourteenth century. The
whole complexity of the show
is astonishing.

The setting takes
place in Konohagakure, Japan
and includes a lot of martial arts
type fights because the
characters are ninjas.

The main character of
Naruto is Naruto Uzumaki. His
goal is to become the top ninja
of his village called the Leaf
Village. Some people in his
village despise him because he
possesses a nine –tailed fox
demon within him.

The nine –tailed fox
demon caused destruction to
his village. This occurred after
the end of the Third Great
Shinobi War. Madara Uchia
summoned and controlled it
and ordered it to attack
Konohagakure although he
claims it was a natural disaster
.It destroyed buildings and
killed people throughout the
village. Naruto works hard
every day to be accepted by the
people in his village, and the
only way to do that is to become
the Hokage, or leader of the
village.

Naruto is in a group
with two other ninjas, Sakura
and Saskue, to become better

ninjas. They sometimes quarrel,
but in the end they care about
each other. Naruto likes Sakura,
but she likes Saskue. They
soon become very close friends
because of the challenges they
face and the missions they go
on.

In Naruto there are a
lot of real issues that teenagers
face today. One of them is the
need for teenagers to be
accepted by people. The good
thing about Naruto is it tends
to the needs of teenagers
throughout the show. It gives
different situations that
teenagers can relate to.

Many anime and
manga lovers like Naruto
because of all the action and
comedy.

“I love the show and
it’s full of action,” said Joseph
Harris (9).

Anime and manga
lovers like specific characters
because every character has
something special about them.
“I love Naruto because it has
internal action and external
conflict and awesome Saskue
and my love Kakashi and
Kiba,” said Vanessa Walsh-Diaz
(10).

A lot of Naruto lovers
like Naruto because of all the
different traditional Japanese
methods of espionage, which
involves stealthy movements
and the use of camouflage
ninjitsu. “The ninjitsu equals
awesomeness,” said Reina
Toch (10).

The Naruto manga
series can be purchased at
Borders for $7.95 each; there are
about 32 volumes available with
more being written.

Naruto can be seen on
the Cartoon Network at 9 and
9:30 p.m. on Saturday night.

Various Naruto items
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Coast Guard
By: Vincent McCaffrey

The Coast Guard is a
national organization
responsible for various
services at sea. Among the
responsibilities entrusted to a
Coast Guard services are
Maritime/Sea Rescue and
enforced maritime law.

In some countries, the
Coast Guard has a limited law
enforcement role and is the
coordinating agency for
maritime rescue but
enforcement powers are
growing dealing with maritime
safety law.

There are Coast Guard
services all around the world.
In the United States, the U.S.

Coast Guard is both a military
and a law enforcement
organization. It is one of the
seven components of the
uniformed services of the U.S.
and one of the five elements
of the United States Armed
Forces. The Icelandic Coast
Guard is primarily a law
enforcement organization and
is subordinate to the Ministry
of Justice. It is, however,
commonly involved in military
operations and exercises,
such as Enduring Freedom
and Northern Challenge.

In its literature, the
Coast Guard describes itself
as a military, maritime, multi-

mission service within the
Department of Homeland

Security dedicated to
protecting the safety and
security of America.

It has a separate
legal authority than the
other four armed services,
and it operates under Title
10 of the United States
Code and other authorities
simul-taneously. Because
of its legal authority, the
Coast Guard can conduct
military operations under
the Department of Defense.

The Coast Guard,
or basically any military

operation, is unappealing to
many students.”Not many
students from AHS join the
military in general,” said grade
12 guidance counselor Andrew
Parrillo.

Some people do
recommend the Coast Guard if
someone is interested in law
enforcement.

“Yes, I recommend it to
all students interested in law
enforcement and criminal
justice. Every member of the
Coast Guard has the authority
to do law enforcement and is
trained to do it,” said Parrillo.US Coast Guard Seal
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It’s Getting Hot in Here
By: Sabrina M. Sameja

As winter comes
around and the cold weather
starts to set in, the effects of
global warming are often
overlooked. The unawareness
of global warming causes many
people to ask, “If global
warming is true, why is it so
cold?” The answer is not the
weather, but rather, the climate.

Weather varies over
periods of time, changing
between days, seasons and
years. Climate, however, is the
average over a longer period of
time, taking into account not
only temperature, but also
humidity, air pressure,
precipitation, sunshine, cloud-
iness and wind (<http://epa.
gov /c l ima techange /k ids /
climateweather.html>).

Global warming is a
real event with too many CFC’s
and methane gasses emitted
into the air by industrial
production of consumer
goods,” said Mr. Robert
Johnston, AHS biology teacher.

 Thus brings the
concept of the greenhouse
effect, the emission of
greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere causing the rise in
temperatures. Without the
greenhouse gases, the energy
from the sun would escape,
making the Earth nearly 60
degrees Fahrenheit cooler. The
land, water, and biosphere
absorb the sunlight, as it passes
through a layer of greenhouse
gasses, and then it is
transmitted back into space.
Most of it remains in the
atmosphere, which is making
the earth warmer (<http://
epa.gov/climatechange/kids/
change.html>).

Within the last 100
years, the earth has become an
average of one degree
Fahrenheit hotter, and scientists
predict it could increase
between two and six degrees

within the next 100 years
(<http://epa.govclimatechange/
kids/bigdeal.html>).

Although it may seem
that one degree does not make
a difference, it affects the
climate and other items people
depend on such as air, drinking
water and ocean levels.

“Global warming is a
serious concern, that must be
taken seriously. However, it is
often overlooked because the
effects aren’t directly seen, and
are long term,” said Ms.
Christine Ravesi AHS ecology
and AP Biology teacher.

Climate changes are
often seen through the
changing of ecosystems.
Changes in climate that come
too quickly don’t give animals
and other species time to adapt
fast enough to survive.

Global warming also
causes the rise in sea levels,
caused by glaciers melting. As
temperatures become warmer
the water expands and requires
more room, which causes the
rise. Scientists predict the sea
levels will rise as much as three
feet in the next century. Coastal
flooding can harm plants not
adapted to salt water and also
decrease the amount of drinking
water in those areas (<http://
epa.gov/climatechange/kids/
bigdeal.html>).

Although there is
nothing that can be done to
prevent global warming all
together, there are a few things
everyone can do to help make a
difference.

“Global warming is an
international communism. Third
world countries, unlike the
United States don’t have the
money to spend on global
warming. It is important that
everyone does their part in
fighting global warming, even
if it is shutting off the lights
before leaving the house,” said

biology and ecology teacher
Mr. Greg Finale.

Save electricity. By
turning off lights, the
television, and other electrical
items, the amount of
greenhouse gasses released
into the air is decreased.

“I believe that global
warming is important and I know
that I can’t do much but I think
everyone should do small
things such as carpooling,
unplugging chargers, shutting
lights off, and keeping the
computer off when it is not
being used,” said Mariah
Kaplan (12).

Recycle bottles, cans,
newspapers, and plastic bags.
By doing so, the amount of
waste in landfills is reduced and
will help save natural resources.

Before introducing
former Vice Pres. Al Gore at
Harvard University on Oct.
2008, Executive Vice President
Ed Frost said, “How we light our
classrooms, how we heat our
water, how we plan and build
our laboratories all send a
powerful signal” (<http://
www.boston.com/business/
a r t i c l e s / 2 0 0 8 / 1 0 / 2 3 /
citing_global_warming_gore_
renews_call_to_cut_use_of_oil>).

When thinking about
purchasing a new computer,
television, or dishwasher,
consider buying from ENERGY
STAR, whose products are
specially designed to save
energy. Not only does it help
the environment, but also the
wallet (<http://epa.govclimate
change/kids/difference.html>).

When buying new
products, think about the
climate and shut off the lights
after leaving the room. Global
warming is a serious issue, and
with each step, everyone can
make a difference. So now, I’ll
turn off the computer.

 Melting Arctic ice caps leaving polar bears with few alternatives
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MCAS Results: To Celebrate or Not
By: Samantha Wood

The scores are in and
AHS  has passed the MCAS for
another consecutive year. Party
time, right? Well, things may
not be as they seem.

Federal law requires
progress in the aggregate of the
school, which represents the
scores of the entire population
at AHS. Two subgroups
(smaller groups of at least 40
students within the aggregate)
at the high school are special
education and low income
(students who receive free or
reduced lunch).

By the year 2014, the
projected scores of students
should all be “proficient” – at
least 240. This is important for
figuring out how many of the
school’s total student scores
need to increase each year.

If a school did not meet
Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) standards, it means they
did not gain the amount of
points they needed to stay on
track for meeting the 2014 goal.
In order for the school to meet
AYP, the subgroups must also
meet the score requirements.

Based on the most
recent scores, the aggregate
had almost 90 percent
proficiency in English and 86
percent proficiency in math.

The low-income subgroup
had 82 percent in English and
79 percent in math. Yet, the
special education subgroup
only had 63 percent in English
and 61 percent in Math.

Using a complicated
formula that involves the
amount of years left until the
2014 deadline and the current
percentage of students who are
reaching the needed scores, it
can be determined that the
scores would have to increase
by six and a half points, and
from a school wide standpoint,
that is no easy feat.

However, there is
special help available in the
form of MCAS Support classes
in the spring, as well as after-
school tutoring for students to
progress toward proficient.
This program features teachers
who are hired to help students
three times a week. The special
education Individualized
Education Plans (IEP) classes
are given extra tutoring during
the school day as well.

The special education
students who are in regular

classes all passed the math
section and almost all of them
passed the English portion.
The students who are not in
regular classes are the ones
who need the most help.

Parents should
communicate with their
children and the school, make
sure their students are coming
to school everyday, and
request help for their children
when they need it to help
improve their child’s test
scores.

If students do not
obtain a score of 220 or higher,
they are required to attain an
Education Proficiency
Program (EPP), which enables
them to graduate and earn a
high school diploma. These
programs can be set up
through guidance councilors.

Students can also
receive awards for exceptional
MCAS scores. If a student
receives at least one Advanced
and one Proficient score, he or
she becomes eligible for the
Adams Scholarship. The
scholarship provides tuition
only for eight semesters of
college or university education
in Massachusetts. This does
not include fees, books, or
room and board (<http://
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/
adams.html>).

The cost of tuition-
only for a resident student at
UMass Dartmouth is $1,417
per semester and the cost for
non-resident students is
$8,099. The total annual
expense for room and board
and other fees is $16,019. The
latter is not covered by the
scholarship (<http://
www.umassd.edu/>).

Dr. Pia Durkin
believes that the MCAS can
provide students with the
skills they need to succeed
later in life. “Having the ability
to write a long composition,
understand multi-step
problems, and determine bias
are all important life skills,”
says Durkin.

The No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) program has an
important intent but one of the
difficulties of the program is
that the political figures who
are in charge don’t know how
the schools actually work,
according to Durkin. “They
need to listen to those living
with it [NCLB] – not the

Cont. on page 15
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political figures because they
don’t know how the school
works,” she said.

The superintendent
feels comfortable with Principal
Jeff Newman in charge of the
high school. “He helps me
understand it [the MCAS] as
a superintendent,” Durkin said
of Newman.

“The scores continue
to improve overall. We had a
little slide in math and we are

working on that, as well as
working to help our special
education students to
continue to make good
progress,” Newman said of
last year’s test scores.

With a principal who
knows what he’s doing when
it comes to MCAS, and with
increasing scores, it may be
time to pull out the balloons
after all.

MCAS Results: con’t. from page 14
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Teen Driving Statistics
By: Allie Lori

According to the
Teen Driving Foundation’s
national statistics, more than
5,000 people ages 16-20 die in
motor vehicle accidents every
year, and more than 400,000 are
seriously injured in the U.S.

Attleboro Police
Department Officer Robert
Ramos said, “Carelessness is
the number one cause of
accidents for teenagers. Their
radios are too loud, they have
too many people in the car, they
speed and are inexperienced.”

Nearly 90 percent of
teens said in a National Teen
Driving Statistics survey, that
they have experienced the
effects of a car crash and yet
more than 56 percent said they
have not changed their careless
driving habits because of it
according to a survey given to
young teen drivers at the
Medical College of Wisconsin
(<www.froedtert.com/driving
researchandstistics/>).

Recently, new
penalties were set to prevent
car accidents due to careless
driving, and to push teenagers
to obey simple laws. A 60-day
license suspension will be
given for a first offense of
driving with other passengers,
driving between midnight and
5 a.m., permit drivers driving
without an adult, or speeding.
A zero-tolerance policy for
DUIs for people under the age
of 21 will also be enforced.

New requirements for
getting a license have also
increased including six
observation hours in a driver’s
education car and 12 hours
behind the wheel. Parents are
now required to participate in
two hours of driver’s ed with
their teenagers.

Since March 2008, the
number of teenage deaths from
car accidents fell nearly one-
third in the U.S. after these laws
were imposed, according to the
Teen Driving Foundation.

Although young
adults dread the longer driver’s
ed classes and harsher
penalties, the amount of car
accidents each year has
decreased according to
statistics. Some, however, feel
these penalties shouldn’t just
be for teens.

“I don’t think it’s fair
because people who first get
their license are going to make
mistakes. If teenagers get their
license taken away, they aren’t
going to learn,” said Emma
Laraia (10), adding, “If someone
asked their parents or any other
adult if they got in accidents or
pulled over when they first
started driving, I’m sure they
would say yes.  These penalties
shouldn’t just be for teens, but
for all new drivers.”

Garret Crank (11) said,
“I think these laws are too strict
and unfair because it stops you
from driving. Also, since the
hours of lessons increased, you
need a lot more money in order
to get a license, which some
students can’t pay for.”

Other students have
mixed feelings about the effects
of these laws. “These laws keep
teens from getting in accidents
and from getting hurt, but at the
same time, it’s keeping them
from learning how to become a
better driver if they get their
license immediately taken away
after making one mistake. Any
new driver would make
mistakes, not only teens,” said
Jake Shanning (10).

Most adults feel these
laws will make a big difference
in the way teens drive.
“Teenagers make different
mistakes. The teenage brain is
very impulsive. If a license is
suspended for 60 days … these
are 60 thoughtful days when a
teen is safe and not speeding. I
think this law is effective,” said
health teacher Mrs. Nancy
Krieger.

Car in the AHS parking lot
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Backpacking the World or Just school?
By: Sabrina M. Sameja

Three flights of stairs
at seven a.m. It feels like hours
crawling to the top; beads of
sweat break out as the light
becomes brighter. Breathing
finally becomes easier, and the
final steps are reached. You are
on top of the world! (Or maybe
just the third floor.) This is the
typical student on his/her way
to first block with a heavy
backpack.

Whether it’s going up
three flights of stairs or just a
few doors down, carrying
backpacks that are too heavy
can cause chronic shoulder,
neck and back pain if the right
precautions are not taken.
Children who carry more than
10-20 percent of their body
weight in their backpacks can
be at risk of having severe back
pain when they become older
according to Kids Health.org
(<http://kidshealth.org/parent/
positive/learning/backpack.
html>).

“The average student
carries a backpack that is too
heavy for them, weighing
approximately 25 percent of
their weight, and a third of
students carry backpacks that
are more than 33 percent of their
weight,” said Dr. Margaret
Harris, extension health
specialist with the University Of
Arkansas Division of
Agriculture, according to the
University of Arkansas Division
of Agriculture News (<http://
www.uaex.edu/news/August
2008/0801schoolbackpack.
htm>).

 Children should carry
their backpacks with the straps
on both shoulders, in order to
balance the weight evenly.
Children who carry their
backpack on only one shoulder

may develop upper and lower
back pain and injure their
shoulders and neck (<http://
kidshealth.org/parent/positive/
learning/backpack.html>).

“Climbing up the
stairs with an overloaded
backpack is not exactly what I
can call fun. Carrying my heavy
backpack hurts especially with
scoliosis,” said AHS student
Renee Charron (11).

Heavy backpacks
often cause children to be
pulled backwards, causing
incorrect posture. The incorrect
posture can cause a student to
lose balance, making it easy to
fall. Backpacks with thin straps
apply pressure to nerves and
circulation, which can cause
numbness, tingling, and
weakness in the arms and
shoulders (<http://pediatrics.
about.com/cs/safetyfirstaid/l/
aa090202a.htm>).

“Heavy backpacks,
especially 15-20 pounds on a
child’s back cause pain, muscle
pulls and strains. The best
backpack is one with rollers, but
it’s obvious that students these
days would never pull one,”
said AHS school nurse Mrs.
LeeAnn Carrolle.

According to the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety
Commission, there were over
7,000 visits to the emergency
room in 2001 related to
backpacks and book bags.
Approximately half of those
injuries occurred in children five
to 14-years-old (<http://
www.medicalnewstoday.com/
articles/52056.php>).

“[Heavy backpacks]
are annoying and make you
exhausted. It feels like my bag
is full of bricks sometimes, but

it’s really just schoolbooks,”
said Marc Ventura (12).

When considering
buying a new backpack, certain
considerations should be taken
in order to purchase a safe one.
The backpack should be made
of lightweight material, with
padded shoulder straps and
back. The backpack should also
have multiple compartments to
better distribute the load.

“Heavy backpacks are
most tiresome when you have
to walk home with them, as if
the school day isn’t enough,”
said Marcos Morales (12).

When using a
backpack, be sure to keep the
load as light as possible,
keeping only the necessities.
Pack the backpack so the
heaviest items such as large
textbooks and notebooks are
closer to the back of the
backpack (<http://www.uaex.
e d u / n e w s / A u g u s t 2 0 0 8 /
0801schoolbackpack.htm>).

“Students should try
to use lockers as often as
possible. There is no reason to
take everything home and back
again if it’s not necessary,” said
Carrolle.

She suggests
students should evenly pack
the bag so half the weight is in
the bag and the other half is
carried by hand if it becomes
too heavy to be put in the
backpack.

These precautions can
help children use backpacks
safely and stay in good health.
Back pain is one of the most
common health problems
among adults today, and
packing light is one way to
reduce the risk, one staircase at
a time.

Heavy backpacks causing children to endure long-term back problems
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Invisible Children Book Drive
By: Danielle Comey and Allie Lori

The civil war in
Uganda between the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA) and the
government has had a huge
impact on the lives of the
children who live there. Every
day, more are abducted by the
LRA rebels and are forced to
either kill or be killed. Many
children struggle to survive
alone; their families have
already been killed.

Homes and schools
have been destroyed because
of the war, and millions of
people are forced to live in
internally displaced person
(IDP) camps in hopes of staying
safe. Having to deal with
poverty, disease, and starvation
makes it hard to survive, and
after 23 years, the war has still
not ended.

The Amnesty Inter-
national/Schools for Schools
Club at AHS is focusing on
raising money for the children
of northern Uganda so their
schools can be rebuilt, and they
can have the resources they
need to survive. The Schools
for Schools Organization gives
thousands of students here in
the U.S. an opportunity for a
trip of a lifetime by helping
students in Uganda achieve a
better education.

Last year Schools for
Schools across America raised
a total of $1.5 million in the first
semester. AHS alone raised
$4,000. Because of these
donations, Invisible Children
was able to rebuild a two-story
girl’s dormitory in Gulu and
helped improve water and
sanitation in seven of the ten
schools.

AHS is holding a
book drive for the Invisible
Children, which will end in mid
December. Each A-block class
is collecting books, and the
class that collects the most
books at the end of the drive
will receive donuts as a reward.

All the books AHS
collects will be taken by the
company Better World Books
who will then sell the books.
The money received will go to
Uganda.

“Most people have a
lot of books and don’t know
what  to do with them; it’s a

good way to clean house and
raise money,” said Chris Em, one
of the members of the club here
at AHS.

“The students’ goal
for the book drive is around
10,000 books,” said Mr. Doug
Matthews, the advisor of the
club, adding, “but mostly, we
are raising money.”

The money and books
collected at AHS during this
school year will be sent to
Uganda to help rebuild schools
and to provide books for
students there.

Sarah Surprenant (12),
a member of the club, is holding
a poetry slam in mid-December
to also collect donations for the
Invisible Children, which is a
project in her Global Issues
class with Mr. Doug Matthews.

“I wanted to raise
money in a different way than
what everyone else has done;
and I love poetry so I thought
that a poetry slam was a good
idea,” Surprenant said.

Proceeds from the
tickets for the poetry slam will
be donated to Uganda, as well
as money from the coffee and
baked goods sold there. A $1
discount will be taken off the
ticket price for those who
donate a used book.

Students from the
Amnesty International/
Schools for Schools club are
asking for monetary donations
once a week at each lunch, as
well as collecting books, so that
every student has an
opportunity to donate to
Uganda.

“The fundraising is
going good so far. We’ve
already sent in $1,700,” said
Matthews, adding, “Our goal
this year is $5,000, however, I
think $2,000 is a more realistic
goal.”

To join the Amnesty
Club you simply have to
“breathe and show up” said
Matthews. To find more
information about the book
drive or the Amnesty
International/Schools for
Schools Club see Matthews in
room 115A or go to the Amnesty
website at <www.invisible
children.com>.

Books collected for Book Drive
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College Testing
By: Justin Torres

 It is SAT time again.
The SAT known as the SAT
Reasoning Test, is a
standardized test for college
admissions. It has three
sections: math, critical reading,
and writing. The possible
scores range from 600 to 2400
with each section containing
800 points.

Each section of the
test is limited to 25 minutes, and
the test in its entirety is four
hours.

The critical reading
section contains sentence
completions and reading
passages. Each of the
questions are answered to test
vocabulary. The reading
passages contain history,
science, or personal narrative
questions based on the
passage given.

The mathematics
section contains problems
about solving equations,
reading word problems, and
analyzing graphs. It includes
word or numerical problems that
aid students with straight
forward math.

“SAT math section
tests students’ ability and level
so that they can be placed
appropriately in a college math

class,” said AHS math teacher
Gwen Garrage.

The writing section
contains multiple choice
questions and an essay. The
multiple choice questions
include sentence improvement,
paragraph structure, and error
identification.

The error identifi-
cation section assesses the
student’s knowledge of
grammar. The essay section
tests the student’s potential to
write well planned essays. The
multiple choice questions give
students four choices, where
they either pick an answer or
leave it blank.

Choosing one of the
answers by a process of
elimination, for the multiple
choice questions, offers a
higher probability of answering
it right. If left blank, no points
are deducted but points are
taken off if the wrong answer is
guessed.

 “The SATs are useful
because students prove to
colleges and themselves that
they can write and read

effectively,” said English
teacher Mr. James Clarke.

“They measure how
well you’ll do in college,” said
English teacher Mr. Vaughan
Boone.

The fee for the SAT is
$45 plus additional fees, such
as late fees or changing the date
of the test.

Many juniors and
seniors have taken the college-
mandated test. “The SATs were
very long and pretty hard the
first time,” said Greg St. Laurent
(12).

“SATs were over-
whelming because I didn’t
know what to expect,” said
Ashley Courville (12).

 “People planning to
go to college should take the
SATs,” said St. Laurent.

“Most colleges look
for SAT scores,” said Courville
(12).

Sign up for the SATs
today at collegeboard.com for
a better future. Payment must
be made by credit card. If a
student does not have access
to a credit card or the Internet,
then an application can be filled
out and sent in with a check via
the post office.

SAT study booklet
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Intervention
By: Jonathan Handy

Not doing class work
or homework? Not attending
session? Not a good idea. After
a six year hiatus, AHS restarted
an in-house program called
Intervention.

Intervention is for
students who skip, have
behavioral problems in the
classroom, or who don’t attend
sessions. It is used instead of
suspensions.

Intervention was
started by all of the deans, the
guidance and adjustment
counselors, Principal Jeffrey
Newman, and Vice Principal
Richard Reynolds, in hopes that
the students are encouraged to
do their work and avoid
skipping.

“It’s all about
changing behavior and not
losing educational time,” said

Reynolds.
Unlike an out-of-

house suspension, Intervention
makes sure students stay up to
date with their work and learn
from their mistakes. It’s a more
appropriate discipline than out-
of-house for the types of
offenses it addresses.

“It is a much more
beneficial way to discipline
students,” said Intervention
teacher Mr. Dan Zaluski.

Intervention isn’t for
every situation, though. It
excludes fights and hallway
conflicts. Students will receive
a regular out-of-house
suspension for those offenses.

“Intervention is

terrible. I was being forced to
do things I didn’t want to do. I
was spoken down to like a little
child. I guess it worked, because
I haven’t skipped since,” said
Devin Goyette (12), who was in
there for skipping school.

A regular Intervention
session is for the entire school
day and can last up to five
days. Along with a day of
Intervention, a student can also
have a session after school to
make the day extra disciplinary.

“I definitely think the
Intervention Center helps
students focus their attention
on academics and make the
right decisions for their
academic future,” said Zaluski.

An Intervention day
involves attendance, goals for
the day, academics, reflection,
and a review of the day’s goals.

The Intervention Room
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NaNoWriMo
By: Sarah Surprenant

NaNoWriMo sounds
like an awful, crippling ailment,
doesn’t it? Well, it might be
called that. Anyone who
decides to participate in
NaNoWriMo has somewhat
consented to a month long
virus, during which she can not
stop writing.

Founded in 1999 by
freelance writer Chris Baty, only
21 writers participated in the
first competition, yielding six
winners. In 2007, that number
multiplied drastically to 101,510,
producing 15,333 winners
(<www.nanowrimo.org/eng/
mediakit>).

“National Novel
Writing Month is a fun, seat-
of-your-pants approach to
novel writing,” according to the
National Writing Month
website. Beginning Nov. 1,
participants set out to write a
50,000 word novel by midnight
Nov. 30. To achieve this task,
they must write an average of
1,667 words per day; a literary
suicide that the typical teenager
would never dream of
committing.

“I could not do it. I
would die,” said Jennafyr
Giuffrida (12).

However, one of five
Attleboro High School
students to attempt the goal
has achieved the seemingly
unachievable. Amidst the
debilitating stress that comes
along with high school, Brianne
DeVincent (10) braved

NaNoWriMo and came out in
one piece.

“I had a character idea
in my head that I always wanted
to put onto paper. I had most of
the story and plot set out, so I
decided this was a prime
opportunity to get my thoughts
into motion. I officially signed
up for NaNoWriMo on Oct. 29,”
said DeVincent.

Her novel, Mystery, is
about a nineteen year-old girl
trying to make it through life on
her own. DeVincent based the
character’s struggles on her
own life experiences.

DeVincent’s idea for
the character bounced around
in her head before she decided
to write her story. “This girl I
created was always appealing
to me,” she said, adding, “She
was perfectly flawed … which
produced a great story.”

Although she started
writing with many ideas in mind,
the writing process was “no
walk in the park.” DeVincent
said, “Sometimes I sat and
stared at the words on the
computer screen, searching for
something to happen next …
After 10,000 words, I was
running low on ideas. I almost
gave up at that point, but with
much encouragement from my
peers, I came through.”

After completing and
submitting her novel, the first

in what she hopes to be many,
DeVincent feels proud to have
accomplished what she never
thought was possible. She
isn’t 100 percent satisfied with
her piece, however; when she
decides to edit it, she will
change the pace and
description of the novel.

“I feel like some parts
are over exaggerated, and
others too bland … I [also]
think I revealed too much
about my character’s
problems too soon,” she said.

For these reasons,
DeVincent doesn’t plan on
publishing her novel. She
feels that she needs to
develop her writing skills and
style before attempting
publication.

DeVincent wishes to
continue writing “realistic
fiction” based on her own life
experiences. “It’s not far-
fetched with fairies or
vampires, but it’s not actually
real,” she said. “I’ll write more
far-fetched pieces as well, but
never anything non-fiction.”

For her fellow
writers, DeVincent
recommends attempting
NaNoWriMo. “Even if you
don’t finish 50,000 words, at
least you tried! And you can
always continue your story
after Nov. is over. You’re the
only person [who] can give
yourself the courage and heart
to take up a challenge like
this,” she said.

Other Participants
(A companion to the

NaNoWriMo article)
By: Sarah Surprenant

Four other Attleboro High
School students attempted the
task, falling short of achieveing
the 50,000 word goal. Nicole
Dionne (12), Stefanie Greene
(11), Justin Torres (12), and Tom
Brown all participated in
National Novel Writing Month.
Here are their reflections on
their accomplishments:

• “It was fun and hard
at the same time. At
some points, it was
hard to continue. [I]
had an idea, but didn’t
know how to get
there,” said Dionne,
who completed 10,119
words over the month.

• “I found NaNoWriMo
lots of fun to do, but
hard … I’d love to do
it again next year,”
said Greene

• “When I first found
out about
NaNoWriMo, I was
enthralled with not
only the idea, but the
possibility of writing
an entire novel in one
month. The task itself
proved to be more
challenging than I had
expected. Needless to
say, I did not make it
to the 50,000 word
mark in the allotted
time. I did, however,
enjoy the process,
and will continue to
work on my novel as
time goes by. In my
opinion, the National
Novel Writing Month
is a wonderful project
for a writer,” said
Brown

• “It seemed easy at
first, but it got harder
each day because you
had to find the time to
write the words, along
with homework. In the
end, I got lazy. I
definitely could have
done it,” said Torres,
who completed 10,100
words over the month.
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s “Carl Richardson was an honest man. He got to

work on time every day, gave waitresses nice tips
at restaurants, went to church every Sunday, and

always held the door open for someone. He
donated to the poor and the homeless, and worked

on community service projects. Whenever I saw
him, blue and white light emanated from his body
and shone in all directions. He was a good man.
Why then, did his wife Jane have such an evil

persona? It baffled me, how a man like Carl could
get stuck with a woman like Jane. Jane was wicked,
through and through. This is precisely the reason I

killed her first.”

Tom Brown Nicole Dionne
“My attackers walked over to a tree that was larger

around the middle than it was tall and ripped it out of the
ground with a nasty crunching sound. They then held it
in their hands like a baseball bat. It was then I realized,
way too late, what was about to happen, and before I

could stop or prepare myself, they swung. It hit me full
fledged in the chest. I went flying, with an “oof” and
slammed into a tree. I leaned forward to get up, sharp

pains shot though my body and there was the taste of
blood in my mouth. I reached into my mouth with two

fingers and pulled them out; they were covered in red. I
turned my head to my side and spat, and with a wipe of

my mouth I got up.”
Stefiane Greene

“Artemis walked around in the blazing Egyptian sun. She wore a long tanish cloak her hood up and hiding her
wolf ears. She hissed at the sun as she entered a beautiful prosperous city. She walked into a market place

counting how much people she would kill and feed off of. She was an ancient Vampyr a legend amongst legends.
She had only recently gotten away from murdering her own master for killing her lover, Reyo. She found a small
place to stand in the rare shade and sat down. She yawned slightly bored having to wait until nightfall but she

could wait. Her long silver hair blew in the rare breeze that would come in the beautiful Egyptian land.”

from the authors . . .

Justin Torres
“The last thing I remembered was
on January 21, 1990. As I looked

around I saw nothing but the snow
on the ground and the snow falling
from the sky. I didn’t see any signs

of people or animals. I walked
down the road, looking around

everywhere. I was weak and tired. I
couldn’t think about anything. I
had no clue who I was or where I
was for that matter. But, I saw a

sign that said Las Vegas, Nevada.
A cop pulled over and asked, “Hey

buddy, so what are you doing in
the middle of the road?”

I responded, “I don’t know who I
am.”

He asked me, “Why is there blood
on your shirt?”
I don’t know.”

“He moved his hand caressingly
down my cheek bone and held it
under my chin. I closed my eyes
and embraced every second of

his touch. Butterflies ran rapidly
through my stomach. I felt weak.

Unconsciously I began to
tremble. He drew my face closer

to his. I jerked my eyes open and
saw that our faces were so close

to each other. My stomach
flipped and my heart sank into

my stomach. But I guarantee you
this feeling was way better than
any rollercoaster I’ve ever been
on in my life. I closed my eyes

again with ease as he pulled me
closer toward him. I could feel his

breath against mine. Then it
happened. His luscious lips
embraced mine, as I held my
breath never wanting this
moment to end. I let every

emotion, every pain, everything
just melt away. This was the best

moment of my life, ever. I
couldn’t believe it was happen-
ing to me! My heart was racing,
so fast I swore it was going to
explode. His lips unlocked from

mine. I felt like crying even
harder now. I didn’t want this to

end! I wanted more! More! I
craved him again. He looked at
me. I could only imagine how

horrible I looked with my
smudged make-up, bloodshot
eyes, and runny nose. I looked

away briskly. I wanted to get up,
off of his lap but I couldn’t bring
myself to do it. My whole body
refused to detach from his. I was

glad I couldn’t leave him. As
much as my inner conscious told
me I looked like hell right now, I

didn’t want to be away from him.
So I decided to just take matters
into my own hands. I slid both of
my hands up his warm neck, one
hand on each side, and moved
my fingers up across his bone
structure until they adventured

into his thick, jet black hair. I
closed my eyes again and pulled
his face close to mine. I kissed
him this time, but much more
passionately. The feeling was

indescribable. Our hearts seems
to conjoin together into one, big
heart full of love and excitement.

I felt my cheeks turn red as I
once again let our lips leave each
other and rested my head on his

shoulder.”

Brianne
DeVincent

From left to right: Justin Torres, Nicole Dionne, Stefiane Greene,
Brianne DeVincent, Tom Brown
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Our Heroes
By: Patrick Clark1987 AHS alumnus

Brian Sweeny is a firefighter for
the city of Attleboro and has
been a deputy sheriff for Bristol
County for the last six years. He
is one of many firefighters in
this country who risk their lives
daily for other people.

At AHS he learned
that no matter what your job is
you have to try and be the best
you can be at it. He graduated
from the Community College of
Rhode Island with an
Associate’s degree in Criminal
Justice in 1993, and became a
firefighter at the age of 26.

He chose this par-
ticular career for the excitement
and exhilaration of never
knowing what was coming
next. He also likes the
excitement of it. “It’s not just

fires, you mostly deal with
medical calls,” said Sweeny. He
has dealt with many different
types of accidents like heart
attacks, car crashes, and fires.

One time he was at a
fire when his coworker was in
trouble and Sweeny went to
help him. “I was turning away
and saw my friend fall through
the floor,” said Sweeny, adding
“Luckily the guy was strong
enough to pull himself out.”

Everything he does as
a firefighter is rewarding to him.
He may have to deal with a lot
of bad stuff, but helping people
is something that makes the
whole job worth it.

They have to have
training all the time. He has just
signed up for an ice rescue
course this winter.

Brian Sweeny

Patrick Clark
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Meet Mrs. Homen
By: Nicole Dionne

NEW FACES
Part 2

Eileen Homen is one of
the new carpentry teachers at
AHS. She lives in Pawtucket,
R.I., but was born in Attleboro.
She graduated from AHS in
1974, and continued on to the
Rhode Island School of Design
(RISD), receiving a bachelor’s
degree in Career and Technical
Education. She is currently
working on her masters in
Technology Education at RISD.

 “I enjoy sharing my
knowledge and I like to help
students discover something
about themselves,” said
Homen, who used to make
television stage sets for local
programs including talk shows
and cultural shows. She also
used to make sailboats with her
family and sailed with her family
during the summer, to places
such as Cuttyhunk, Block
Island, Nantucket and Martha’s
Vineyard.

“After high school I
started sailing professionally. I
was a deck hand on racing
yachts, a cook on charter
sailboats [to] the Caribbean and
Mediterranean and also I was
part of a crew that delivered
boats from one port to another.
The longest trip was from the
British Virgin Islands to Greece;

it took forty days. I sailed
professionally for two years,”
said Homen. She still sails
occasionally with friends or
family.

She decided to study
how to build sailboats and
worked at Goetz Custom
Sailboats in Bristol, R.I., where
she learned how to use a lot of
the woodworking machinery.
Two years later she opened a
business building custom
cabinets and furniture called
Providence Woodworking.

She considers herself
self-taught but did train by
helping her parents make
wooden sailboats.

She really likes
teaching at AHS and said, “The
staff is great to work with; the
students have a lot of
potential.”

She really enjoys
designing custom kitchens.
When it comes to the building
component of my work, I prefer
building small, unique, pieces
of furniture. I especially enjoy
building things for my fifteen-
year-old daughter.”

In her free time she
likes to sew, garden, build
furniture and listen to music.

Mrs. Homen working on class project
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Officers of the law
have taken an oath to protect
society. Officers Robert Ramos
and Robert Hale both from
Attleboro, Mass, have
dedicated their lives as police
officers and AHS school
resource officers.
Officer Ramos

Ramos has been at
AHS for two years and
graduated from Bridgewater
State College with an
Associates Degree in Criminal
Justice in 2008.

Ramos’ typical day
consists of monitoring
cafeterias, being sure the
students are in classrooms, and
making sure there are no
conflicts between students.

Ramos retired from the
army after 24 years and now
coaches Pop Warner Football.
In his spare time he goes to
school and is working on his
bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice at Bridgewater State
College.

       He cares for the
students and helps to guide

them. “The AHS students are
very courteous, bright and
likeable,” said Ramos.

“Ramos is intelligent
and thoughtful, while he’s
serious and has personality,”
said Audrey Royer (12).

Ramos can never
forget his experiences as a
police officer. The most
important gift he has received
from his experience is
compassion.

“I wanted a definite
career in law enforcement. It

allows me to give back to the
community because the
community supported my
growth by offering me the
opportunity to graduate
from high school and to
move on a career path,” he
said.

If Ramos had to
give up this job, he would
want to be a law college
professor because he likes
to interact with young
people. During his free
time he likes to study
literature. He has three
children and four
grandchildren.
Officer Hale

Hale graduated
from AHS in 1976, and is
married with three children
and a grandchild.

A typical day at AHS
for Hale consists of answering
calls for service and monitoring
students in the cafeteria. Hale
receives calls from other police
departments with students

needing help or to
assist in locating
runaways. He
has worked here
for six years.

Besides
working at Gillette
Stadium and the
Comcast Center,
Hale works in
seven other
towns as a special
officer. Outside of
school he likes to
go camping and
ride his
motorcycle.

“Students
get a bad rap

when growing up in the public’s
vision,” said Hale. Most of the
students in his mind are 99
percent good students.

He believes they
respect him as both a person
and an officer. “Hale is helpful
to the students and staff,” said
Kenny Espinosa (12).

Being an officer is
very special. The best things
from his experience as an officer
are the “positive aspect of the
community, learning that people
are caring and helpful when

[they are] given the same
treatment back,” he said.

Hale decided to
become an officer because he
wanted to give back to the

town. His job is important to
him because trying to help the
students toward their life goals
are important in making a better
community.

During his free time he
likes to work with his
neighborhood network and
believes police work is very
rewarding. If he had to give up
his job, it would be to work at a
hardware store because ever
since high school he has wanted
to work with his hands. Hales’
plans for the future are
retirement and traveling cross
country.

Officers Ramos and
Hale are two of the most
dedicated officers in Attleboro.
“They’re good influences on
the people around them,” said
Shane Chapman (12).

“Both officers are very
good with the students and
have a good relationship with
them,” said Katelyn Delaurier
(11).

“They serve as role
models for the students and the
community,” said AHS Spanish
teacher Mrs. Natalia Medeiros.

“It is very reassuring
to have Officer Ramos and
Officer Hale at AHS,” said math
teacher Mrs. Gwen Garrage.

Ramos and Hale give
students hope for a better
future. They can truly be called
officers of the law.

AHS Police Officers
By: Justin Torres

Officer Bob Hale

Officer Bob Ramos
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Since they work full 24
hour shifts, they have to do all
the house work around the fire
station. Things like cleaning,
cutting the grass, making their
beds, and cooking.

Sweeny is also a
deputy sheriff for Bristol
County. He is in charge of the
service of civil process, which
entails giving people
foreclosure notices, divorce
papers, and hunting down
parents that choose not to
support their children.

“It’s not really re-
warding, you see people on bad
days in their life,” said Sweeny.
He has had to go and give a
foreclosure notice to a mother

while her two young children
watched.

He has lived in
Attleboro his whole life, and
why he became a firefighter
here. He feels let down at the
differences he has witnessed.

“I feel disappointed,
because we have let this city
go,” said Sweeny. He feels let
down because since Balfour
left there has been a lot of
empty store fronts around
town.

He likes to eat
seafood in Land Ho, which is
a restaurant in New Orleans.
Some bands he likes are
Stained and Pearl Jam; his
favorite song by Pearl Jam is
Yellow Ledbetter. In Sweeny’s
free time he shares the
responsibility of taking care of

18

his children and doing the
house work with his wife Kim,
who is a teacher at Thatcher
Elementary School.
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HOLIDAY RECIPES
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INGREDIENTS

4 1/2 ounces bittersweet
chocolate, finely chopped
2 tablespoons (1 ounce)
unsalted butter, diced
1 cup cold heavy cream
3 large eggs, separated
1 tablespoon sugar

(Optional) Raspberries and
extra whipped cream

DIRECTIONS

1 Whip the cream to soft
peaks, then refrigerate.

2 Combine the chocolate,
butter, and espresso in the
top of a double boiler over
hot, but not simmering,
water, stirring frequently
until smooth. Remove from
the heat and let cool until the
chocolate is just slightly
warmer than body
temperature. To test, dab
some chocolate on your
bottom lip. It should feel
warm. If it is too cool, the

mixture will seize when the
other ingredients are added.

3 Once the melted chocolate
has cooled slightly, whip the
egg whites in a medium bowl
until they are foamy and
beginning to hold a shape.
Sprinkle in the sugar and beat
until soft peaks form.

4 When the chocolate has
reached the proper
temperature, stir in the yolks.
Gently stir in about one-third
of the whipped cream. Fold in
half the whites just until
incorporated, then fold in the
remaining whites, and finally
the remaining whipped cream.

5 Spoon or pipe the mousse
into a serving bowl or
individual dishes. If you wish,
layer in fresh raspberries and
whipped cream. Refrigerate for
at least 8 hours. (The mousse
can be refrigerated for up to a
day.)

Serves 5-8, depending on the
size of the servings.

Chocolate Mousse

Ingredients:

1.5 packets of cocoa powder
2 cups water
¼ cup cream
1 candy cane, broken into
pieces

Pour the cocoa powder,
broken candy cane and cream
into a large mug. Boil water;
pour into mug. Stir until candy
cane pieces are melted, and
enjoy!

Sarah’s Magical
Mint Cocoa

INGREDIENTS
2 cups of butter
4 cups of flour
1 cup of sour cream
Raspberry preserves

DIRECTIONS:
1. Blend butter and

flour with hands.
2. Add sour cream (if

too sticky, add more
flour) (1/4 cup)

3. Take one tablespoon
of dough and roll
into a ball. Repeat.
This will make
approximately 60
cookies.

Hungarian Cakes
From the Family of Sam Wood

4. Place balls on wax
paper-covered cookie
sheet and refrigerate
over night.

5. Work with 10-12 at a
time and press each
ball with the palm of
the hand into a 3 inch
circle

6. Place a ½ teaspoon
of preserves in the
center of each circle
and fold dough over
forming it into a
crescent shape.

7. Place 21 cookies on
each sheet and bake
at 350 degrees F. on
an ungreased pan for
20-25 minutes.

INGREDIENTS

3 (6 oz) packages of semi-
sweet chocolate morsels
1 (14 oz) can of sweetened
condensed milk (not
evaporated milk)
A dash of salt
1 ½ teaspoons of vanilla
extract
½ cut of chopped nuts,
M&Ms, marshmallows, or
maraschino cherries (optional)
(Makes about 1 ¾ pounds)

DIRECTIONS

In a heavy saucepan,
over low heat, melt morsels
with condensed milk. Remove
from heat; stir in remaining
ingredients. Spread evenly
into wax paper-lined 8-inch
square pan. Chill 2 to 3 hours
or until firm. Turn fudge onto
cutting board; peel off paper
and cut into squares. Store
loosely covered at room
temperature.

Foolproof Fudge

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter
2 cups sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
4 eggs
1 cup all-purpose flour
¾ cup cocoa powder
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS:
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease 9x13 inch baking pan,
set aside.
2. Stir together butter, sugar
and vanilla in bowl. Add eggs;
beat well with spoon. Stir

together flour, cocoa, baking
powder, and salt; gradually add
to egg mixture, beating until
well blended. Spread batter
evenly into prepared pan.
3. Bake 20 to 25 minutes or until
brownies begin to pull away
from pan sides. Cool completely
in pan on wire rack. Prepare
Creamy Brownie Frosting;
spread over brownies. Sprinkle
with desired topping.

Creamy Brownie Frosting:
3 tablespoons butter or
margarine, softened
3 tablespoons cocoa powder

1 tablespoon honey
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup powdered sugar
1 to 2 tablespoons milk

Optional Frosting Toppings
crushed candy canes, holiday
sprinkles, chocolate chips,
mini-marshmallows, or
crushed cookies.

Beat butter, cocoa, honey and
vanilla in small bowl until
blended. Add powdered sugar
and milk; beat to spreading
consistency. Add desired
toppings.

Best Brownies
Sarah Surprenant’s version of Hershey’s recipe

http://www.gov.mb.ca/agriculture/food/millenniyum/images/fudge_brownies.jpg

Adapted by Jenna Giuffrida
From the Family of Melanie Thibeault

Created by Sarah Surprenant
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TAB WARS!
Tabs to Cash for Children in Mass

By: Geo Tevenal
The AHS Student

Council (StuCo) came up with a
great fundraising idea – AHS
students would collect soda
tabs and give them to a local
hospital. This brought a lot of
excitement and fun to AHS
during the fall.

After finishing a soda,
or any other drink that comes
in a can, most people throw it
into the trash or recycle bin
without thinking twice about
the wonderful possibilities that
lie on top of the can. That tiny
tab used to open the can raises
money because it is made of
pure aluminum.

Shriners Hospitals for
Children in Springfield and
Boston have been collecting
these tabs from organizations
across the state and recycling
them, putting the money they
receive toward programs that
directly benefit children. The
amazing thing is they’ve been
doing it since 1989, and have
collected about a half-million
pounds (<www.thirstylizards.
c o m / g e n e r a l / m a s t e r
.php?pn=cantabprogram >).

AHS is looking to
boost their amount even higher.

StuCo’s goal was
100,000 tabs. This may seem like
an impossible feat – that is what
the members of the council
thought – before the first rush
brought in over 22,000.

 Even though that was
a big dent in the total amount, it
was nothing compared to what
all of the students in the school
collected during the largest
school wide event of the year
thus far: Tab War.

The war took place on
Monday, Nov. 24. The
competition was between the
freshmen and sophomores and
the juniors and seniors.
Whichever of the two classes
collected more would receive a
point at the spirit rally, which
took place on Nov. 25. StuCo,
along with other students,
counted all of the tabs collected
pushing AHS above and
beyond the 100,000 tab goal.

“It was a fun and
effective way to advertise the
fundraiser for Shriners Hospital
and really helped us exceed our
goal of 100,000 tabs,” said
Carmen Vignoni (12) a member
of StuCo.

“The participation and

excitement of the Tab War
helped increase school spirit
and let us reach a higher level
in the collection,” said Veronica
Alfani (11), the StuCo vice
president. “I hope people
continue to collect tabs despite
the fact we already reached our
goal.”

The winner of the tab
war, had help from all the
juniors, but there was one
driving force: Stephanie Chaplin
(11). Chaplin brought in about
30,000 tabs in an amazing
attempt to help the juniors beat
the seniors, and that’s exactly
what she did.

“I was talking to a
family friend about the tabs and
she said she had been
collecting them for charity but
no one would accept them,”
said Stephanie. “I didn’t believe
that she had that many until I
saw them for myself, and then I
was really excited.”

AHS made the tab
excitement even greater with a
game called “Take a Stab at the
Number of Tabs.” Student
Council took an unknown
amount of tabs from the
collection and put them in a jar.
StuCo then sold guesses to the
number of tabs to students
around the school for a quarter
per guess. StuCo raised about
$150 with the guessing game,
and the winner was Nicole
Messier (9).

With the collection
and the tab war combined,
StuCo collected over 130,000
tabs.

“I’m ecstatic that the
student council made a goal
over the summer and with the
help of the school has been able
to achieve it. I hope that we can
now collect 200,000 by the end
of the year,” said StuCo advisor
Colleen Nestlen.

The tab collection
wasn’t only a nice addition to
the school’s activities, but a
generous gesture to children
across Mass. It added
excitement and fun to the school
year, something spirit week was
lacking.

The Tab War may
become an annual school
event, in order to continue
raising money for charity. It’s a
great way to have fun by giving
to others.
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