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Lazzerini’s Debut a Success
By: Felicia Connolly

Lazzerini makes kick-off
speech

Joseph Lazzerini was
in a world of his own Sunday
night as he kicked off his
campaign for Ward I city
council. At 18 years-old, he is
the youngest person to run for
the position in the history of
Attleboro. More than 150
people were in attendance
including: Representative Bill
Bowles, At- Large School
Committee Person Frank
D’Agostino, former state senate
candidate Dr. Sara Orozco,
attorney Robert Jubinville,
Register of Probate Gina
DeRossi, and Attleboro
Executive Director of the
Council on Aging Madeline
McNeilly.

The event began at 5
p.m. at The Vineyard Family
Restaurant in South Attleboro
with a buffet, hors’doeuvres
and a cash bar. Around 6:30
p.m. the speeches began with
Rep. Bill Bowles who talked
about his journey through his
own campaign with Lazzerini at
his side as youth coordinator.

He closed with, “Joe Lazzerini
is a credit to the young people
in this country. I know that if
citizens of South Attleboro elect
him, they will have a reliable
workhorse.”

D’Agostino took the
podium next and joked about
the time he spent with Lazzerini
on Bowles’ campaign. At the
end of his speech, D’Agostino
gave his best wishes when he
said, “Joe has been there for
South Attleboro. You have my
support, go get’em.”

Then Attleboro High
School English and journalism
teacher Ms. Adeline Bee
showed her pride in one of her
very own students. “His youth
and vitality are needed. His
feelings will make him
successful. Joe cares and he
listens. What more can we ask
of political leaders?” she said
before she introduced Lazzerini
to the stage.

In his speech
Lazzerini spoke about his
leadership roles including the
organization he founded and
was formerly the executive
director of called Kids Are
People Too!, which raises
money for cancer research. He
has also coordinated many
South Attleboro clean-ups and
is a member of the Attleboro
Energy Fund Committee.

On Jan. 9, 2009
Lazzerini enlisted in The United
States Army Reserves in order
to serve the country and
community he loves.

Though people have
questioned Lazzerini’s age, he’s
proved that it’s not how old you
are, but what you can
accomplish. His words were full
of wisdom when he said, “I
believe the person for the job is
me. It’s not because I have years
of college education, because I
don’t, and it’s not because I
have years of experience in
the public and private sector,
because I don’t. It is because
I care about this city and I
believe I know about the
important issues at hand. I
am deeply concerned.”

L a z z e r i n i ’ s
platform claims “New
Energy, New Ideas, New
Leadership,” and if elected
these ideals will aid South
Attleboro.

He said that, if elected,
he wants to bring back Rescue
2 to a fully staffed, full time
status. He also said he
understands the fiscal
constraints surrounded by the
issue, but will make this a long-

term goal for the community.
Lazzerini also promises
monthly meetings where
citizens can discuss issues in the
community.

Another important
issue he addressed was the city
user fees. “I understand the
need to not raise city user fees
and I won’t raise city user fees

Lazzerini and Ms. Adeline
Bee embrace

unless they are absolutely
required,” said Lazzerini.

The last issue
Lazzerini tackled was that of
taxes on homeowners. This is
an area where he and his
opponent disagree. Lazzerini
said he would not vote to
narrow the tax classification
factor, which increases taxes on
home owners.

Lazzerini gave in-
sightful and helpful ideas for

Lazzerini discusses future
plans

the community. Now it is up to
the people to decide if he’ll
receive the chance to put them
into action. For more
information go   to <www.joe
forcitycouncil.com>.

AHS participated in
the 11th Annual Passion Plunge
on Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009 at
Old Silver Beach in Falmouth,
Mass. The event benefited the
Special Olympics and gave a
wonderful opportunity for
students to support the cause.

Students raised money
by asking family and friends to
sponsor them if they plunged
into the freezing Atlantic Ocean
water. “Plungers” went into the
water to a depth of their choice.
Some went only a few inches
and others dove all the way.

“The water was
freezing. I’ve done this before,
but I still didn’t expect the water
to be so cold,” said Lisa Heng
(11).

Each “Plunger” was
required to take a “Plunger
Survival Kit” to the beach to
stay as warm as possible before
and after the swim. A few of the
necessary items included: a
towel, a bathrobe, water shoes
or sneakers and a complete
change of clothes.

“We had a lot of fun
and raised a lot of money for

the Special Olympics. The
water was really cold but I’m
really glad I did it,” said Erin
Tozko (12).

“A lot of people from
AHS participated and a lot of
people in the school like to do
community service. Also, you
had to do this to volunteer for
The Special Olympics in spring,
so I made sure I didn’t miss it,”
said Heng.

The AHS team was
led by AHS Community
Leadership teacher, Ms.
Rebecca Richard and this
year’s theme was bees. Each
“Plunger” was required to wear
a bee costume and participate
in the costume parade held at
the event.

“We did not win the
costume contest, which was so
frustrating. But the reason why

was because we won the top
fundraising team award. We
raised $4,400,” said Richard.

“We raised a lot of
money for a good cause and we
were able to do it in a fun and
unique way,” said Heng.

“The event was
cool…literally,” Toszco laughs.
“The only part I didn’t like was
trying to keep warm. We had to
bring so many clothes and even
after I changed I wasn’t warmed
yet. But I guess that’s the price
you have to pay for charity.”

The AHS team set a
$6,000 fundraising goal. The
top fundraiser, Sophie O’Neal,
(10) raised $370. The team did
not reach their fundraising goal,
but all agreed the event was still
a success.

 “It was fun and you
got community service hours if
you participated,” said Tozko.

“It was a small event
this year and we had the most
people. All around, on the
beach, all you could see was
bees,” said Richard.

 AHS Passion Plunge team
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Bee Passionate
By: Amber Thomas
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Jamie Crossman of
Somerset, Mass., Irene
Frechette of Attleboro, Mass.,
Susan Mazzarella of R.I., and
Tim Killion of Bellingham,
Mass. visited AHS for the
United Way speaker’s panel.
They talked about the five most
important issues affecting
Attleboro: hunger, the
homeless, the elderly, youth,
and health.

Crossman is the
United Way Vice President of
the campaign. United Way
oversees the process in the
community with public
awareness.

The United Way helps
create community changes by
addressing local issues. They
gather ordinary citizens from
governments, businesses, and
nonprofits, to tackle these
concerns.

Every three years
United Way fills out community
needs assessments, which help
share resources. “In 2008,
United Way helped 500,000
people who were in need of
food,” said Crossman.

Frechette, who spoke
about homeless and hunger
volunteers at the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, is a special
projects coordinator at the
Attleboro Council of Churches.
Her job includes writing grants,
interviewing clients and
administering funds.

The St. Vincent de
Paul Society, a non-profit
organization that helps the less
fortunate by obtaining
donations from the community,
is located at Route 1, Plainville,
Mass. Ninety-five percent of
the profits are donated to people
in need.

The Council of
Churches was established in
1949. In Attleboro alone, six
soup kitchens and food pantries
are available to help those in

need from Monday through
Saturday.

“The breakfast
program that is offered at the
council of churches is offered
once a week, supplies those in
need with a healthy and
nutritious breakfast,” said
Frechette.  “Thirty-five point
five million people in the world
do not have enough to eat,” said
Frechette.

“I thought the most
interesting part of the
presentation was that all the
organizations were non-profit
and they manage to keep them
going,” said Shawn Walker
(12).

C o m m u n i t y
Leadership teacher Ms.
Rebecca Richard said, “I am
excited to see what the students
will come up with in the form
of grant or non-profit
organization proposals to meet
one of the five issues of health,
youth, elderly, hunger and
homeless.”

Mazzarella, who
spoke about the issues affecting
the elderly and youth, is the
Vice President of Community
Care Services. This service
helps kids, as well as mentally
ill and elderly people.

In 1986 she worked at
Alternative Schools as a
counselor who helped with
depression, family issues and
foster care programs. The
Alternative Schools also work
with teens that are having
trouble in school. In some of the
Alternative Schools there are
Youth Courts, which are juries
of classmates that listen to a
student’s case and decide the
outcome. Mazzarella also helps
with adult health aid centers and
mental health clinics.

In the future
Mazerella believes the youth
and elderly will connect.
“Although there are many

differences between youth and
elderly, there are many
similarities such as age, health
and life. Look beyond the
physical stereotype and see the
individual within,” said
Mazzarella.

Killion touched upon
the topic of health such as teen
obesity. He is a senior program
director at the YMCA in
Attleboro.

For 23 years he has
worked in youth, pre-school,
childcare, and youth center
programs. Killion spoke about
different facts regarding health.
One of these facts was “35
percent of children under the
age of 18 are unhealthy, 30
percent of children are
overweight, and 80 percent of
children are overweight
because of parent’s bad eating
habits.”

“Moderation and
keeping a balance are always
the key when it comes to being
healthy,” said Killion. For more
facts on health issues visit
www.YMCA.org or
www.cdc.gov.

Each of these five
issues can be resolved with
some help and determination
from others. To learn more
about non-profit organizations,
soup kitchens or to talk about
teen depression call 2-1-1 or
visit www.mass211.org.

2-1-1 is a national
abbreviation dial code for
access to health and human
services.  The number is easy
to recognize and it connects
individuals and families who
are seeking volunteer
information.

The Five Issues of Attleboro
By: Justin Torres

The Attleboro Area
Council

Churches Mon.- Sat.

Soup Kitchens & Food
Pantries

Locations
and Times Served

Monday:
LaSalette Shrine: 947 Park Street,
Attleboro:
Dinner served at 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday:
First Baptist Church
of  Mansfield:
52 North Main Street
Dinner served at 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday:

First Baptist Church of
North Attleboro:
75 Park Street
Dinner served at 4 p.m.

Thursday:

First Baptist Church
of  Attleboro:
118 South Main Street
Dinner served at 4:30 p.m.

Friday:

Memorial Baptist Church
in Seekonk:
340 Central Avenue
Dinner served at 4 p.m.

Saturday:

Centenary United Methodist
Church:
15 Stanford Street, Attleboro
Dinner served at 11 a.m.
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From Left to Right: Irene Frechette, Jamie
Crossman, Tim Killion, and Susan Mazzarella
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“Live, Laugh, Love”
By: Carmen Vignoni

Plainville’s Kathi
Meyer, wearing a Becky
Whitefield T-Shirt, scored a
direct hit on Attleboro High
School students’ hearts when
she said, “I want you to listen
to me, like I could be your mom,
dad, grandparent, or anyone
who loves you standing up here
telling YOUR story, because
that is exactly what could
happen, if you decide to make
bad decisions in your life.”

Every teenager makes
bad choices, sometimes those
choices have small
consequences such as becoming
grounded or losing a cell phone,
others have more severe
consequences, such as being
arrested.

Then there are the
choices that are so severe; a
second chance isn’t an option.

Taylor Meyer, Kathi’s
teenage daughter, made a bad
choice that resulted in her death
last October. When she died her
mom knew right away, that she
wanted to go to schools and
educate teenagers about the

dangers of making that bad
choice.

Kathi and her nieces
described her daughter as
“goofy and loud, but that she
had a presence about her that
you would recognize even if
you just met her for a second.”

“She didn’t care what
people thought of her and she
could be in a really bad mood
and five minutes later she would
be happy,” said Kathi.

Speaking with tears in
her voice, Kathi said, “My main
goal is to have students realize
wise choices and make better
decisions and to take care of
friends.”

Also speaking at the
assembly offered to juniors and
seniors was North Attleboro
High School senior Josh Impey
and Steve Rollins, a former
Attleboro High School
classmate of Kathi’s. They
shared similar stories of
addiction and how it affected
their personal lives.

Impey, who was
expelled by the North Attleboro

School System, has been sober
and clean for 14 months and is
working hard to send his
message to teens. He credits a
strict judge and a drug rehab
program with his success.

Rollins, a former
Attleboro High School dropout,
has been sober for 21 years. He
became homeless at 19 and
overdosed twice because of
drugs and alcohol, but thanks to
seeing the reality on the streets,
he managed to turn his life

around. He now owns his own
business. Both spoke about
teens needing help to make the
right decisions but not knowing
it.

After Impey told his
story to the audience, Rollins
told him to go hug his mom.
The audience watched him
walk over to his mom and
enfold her tightly in his arms.
Rollins then pointed at Kathi
and said, “She can’t hug her
daughter, you want to know
why, because her daughter is
dead.”

Kathi poured her
heart out, standing tall behind
the podium, as tears choked her
voice. She told Taylor’s story;
she told her own story of what
happened. Then Kathi told the
students not to do this to their
parents.

Taylor’s story started
before the King Philip High
School homecoming football
game on a Friday night, when
she went to two of her friends’
houses. She began drinking at
one house and continued at the

other. Then Taylor went to the
football game. To celebrate after
the game, she and her friends
went to the abandoned Norfolk
airport and built a campfire.

She continued to drink,
not knowing that a couple of
hours later her life would come
to a tragic end and she would
never see her parents, family, or
friends again. She left the party
after telling her friends she had
a car ride home, but she never
made it that far. Somehow, she
became disoriented and lost in
the woods. She couldn’t find her
way out. Kathi, choking on the
words, described her intoxicated
daughter’s last moments of
drowning in twenty-four inches
of swamp water. “She was 5’8"
and knew how to swim,” she
emphasized, adding that she’d

Continued on page 3
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lost her cell phone and her
shoes.

Kathi’s story started
the next day when her daughter
did not return home. She shared
with the audience that Taylor
always woke up early from a
sleepover and came home, but
Taylor wasn’t in her bed. Kathi
knew something was wrong.
Taylor was missing. After
phoning all of Taylor’s friends,
she went to the police station
and asked for their help. A
search was immediately started.

Days passed as
volunteers and professionals
scoured the woods, but there
was still no sign of Taylor.

Finally, on Monday morning,
she was found face down.
Kathi’s brother- in-law came
walked up to her, as she stood
waiting in the deserted field,
and told her they’d found
Taylor, but she was dead. Kathi
fell to the ground and started
tearing out the grass.

Kathi does not want
her daughter’s story to become
anyone else’s story. She wants
teenagers to make the right
decisions when it comes to
drugs, alcohol and everyday
life. She said teenagers need to
“own their own actions.”

Since Taylor passed
away, Kathi has spoken to

students and parents at several
high schools including North
Attleboro, Norton, and Dover
Sherborn (parents only). She
plans to go to Quincy,
Bellingham, Canton, Walpole,
and Bishop Feehan.

The Taylor Meyer
Scholarship Fund, to give out
scholarships to graduating King
Phillip High School Seniors,
has been created in her memory.
Donations can be made to the
Taylor Meyer Scholarship
Fund, and sent to P.O. Box
2384, Plainville MA, 02762.

Live, Laugh, Love continued from page 2
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Thousands of em-
ployed citizens are unknow-
ingly being victimized by their
employers, who are violating
particular state labor laws.
According to Labor Law Center
Blog, the state of Massachusetts
is mandated to give an
employee a break of thirty
unpaid minutes after working
six or more consecutive hours,
( < h t t p : / / b l o g . l a b o r l a w
c e n t e r. c o m / 2 0 0 6 / 0 8 / 0 1 /
massachusetts-lunch-and-
break-law/>).

On Laborlaw.com it
states, “Anything 4 hours or
more gets a 15 minute break
(not deducted).” During an
eight hour shift, Mass.
mandates employee receives “A
half an hour break (deducted)
and one fifteen minute break
(not deducted)” (<http://
w w w. l a b o r l a w t a l k . c o m /
archive/index.php/f-70.html>).

“Our breaks aren’t
long enough for how long we
work. If you get a four hour shift
at my work you don’t get a
break, which is ridiculous. I
think everybody should get a
break. Waiting on customers
without any time in between
gets aggravating,” said Dara
Beech (12).

Although many
companies in Mass. follow this
law, some violate it by giving
their employees fewer breaks
than required or no break

whatsoever.
“When I worked the

9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. shift at
the Capron Park Zoo, I would
get a fifteen minute break. If I
was on a four hour shift, I
wouldn’t get one at all. If I did
work the eight hour shift it
would suck because I’d
basically be standing on my feet
for eight hours straight without
sitting and no break,” said
Kendra Uriot (10).

In Attleboro, many
teens are employed at all sorts
of companies, ranging from fast
food restaurants to stores such
as CVS and other clothing
stores.

“If I didn’t receive a
break at Willow Tree after six
straight hours of working, I’d be
exhausted and hungry. Working
industries that don’t give breaks
every six hours are not only
cruel and unfair, but are also
breaking the law,” said Josh
Grudain (11).

The labor law was put
into place for a reason – to
protect people. If a person is
employed and is not receiving
the proper breaks mandated by
law, they shouldn’t settle for it.

Don’t sit back and let
it happen, take control, speak
up, know the law. Contact the
U.S. Department of Labor of
Massachusetts at 1-617-626-
7100.

Money
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Labor Law: Every Minute Counts
By: Katelyn DeLaurier

AHS has picked up a
new habit to hopefully start a
new tradition; but will it last?

The teachers of AHS
are required to write an agenda
and a mastery objective (M.O.)
somewhere in the classroom
every day. An agenda lists what
the students will be working on
and what the assignments are
for the day. S.W.B.A.T. is the
acronym for “Students will be
able to.”

Along with the
agenda, this mastery objective
must be posted in every room.
It tells students what they
should have learned by the end
of the teaching block.

Many students found
the agenda more helpful than

the S.W.B.A.T. One hundred
and twenty one AHS students
were asked how the agenda and
the M.O. helped them in class.
Fifty six of the 121 said that
both the S.W.B.A.T. and the
agenda help them in class. Of
that 56, 22 were seniors, 16
were freshmen, 14 were
sophomores, and four were
juniors.

Forty two students
said that the agenda helps, but
the S.W.B.A.T. does not. 22 of
the 42 were seniors, 14 were
sophomores, 5 were freshmen,
and 1 was a junior.

Twenty three students
replied that neither the M.O. nor
the agenda help. Eight of the 23
said they never even look at it;

the other 15 just don’t care for
it. 17 of the 23 were seniors, 5
sophomores, and 1 freshman.

Ten teachers were
asked what they thought about
the M.O. and the agenda and
nine replied. Of the nine
teachers, five thought the
S.W.B.A.T. was a great idea and
that it has improved their
teaching, along with the agenda.
Two teachers thought they were
both helpful but did not change
the way they teach. Two
teachers agreed that only the
agenda was helpful for them.

Eight teachers said
they have not seen any change
in their students’ working habits
since putting up the M.O. and
agenda. The one teacher who
did see an improvement said,
“Students come into class
already familiar with the
patterns established by the
agenda. I think that keeps that
focus better.”

Four teachers said
they have always put up an
agenda even before it was
mandatory; the other five did
not. One teacher first heard
about the M.O. several years
ago and quoted, “I called it an
essential question and then the
goal of the day.”

S.W.B.A.T.
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By: Kayla Casto

M.O.

Agenda
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April vacation is
almost here, and the summer is
creeping closer everyday. With
balmy breezes beginning to
blow and tempt students away
from their pre-cal homework, a
desire to escape the hometown
is inevitable.

With only three
months until summer vacation,
road trips are a relatively cheap
option for a weekend away,
perfect for the cash-strapped
teenager. For the price of gas,
snacks, and a cheap motel, one
Sat. and Sun. can turn into a
weekend of adventure. To help
plan your next road trip, here
are the top five tips to make it a
success After parental consent
is obtained, of course. That’s
prerequisite tip #1.

1. Make sure your friends are game
Road trips, while fun solo, are usually taken with friends.

Before you make plans, however, you should make sure your
friends are in, guaranteed. Everyone possesses those really fun
friends who always cancel last-minute, so if you’re planning to go
with one of those Oops-I’m-Actually-Grounded types, it’s best to
wrangle a promise before you plan your trip.
2. Go local

There are tons of places that don’t require much gas.
Providence is just 20 minutes from Attleboro, while Boston is
only about 45 minutes away. Close enough for a daytrip, these
cities have many attractions whose costs are very low.

More unusual options are The Museum of Bad Art in
Dedham, Mass, dedicated to showcasing the very worst art possible
since 1994. The eyesores can be seen for free, from 5 to 11 p.m.
on weekdays and noon to 11 p.m. on weekends.
3. Always Have Food – Always

The most popular tip I received for planning a road trip was
to make sure I had snacks and game ideas, in that order. Bring lots
of snacks, and if you’re really savvy, BJ’s is always good for a
giant container of energy-inducing Coca-Cola and supersized
snacks. 100 more miles? Not a problem when fifty cans of soda
are in your trunk.
4. Play Games

Games that drive you and your passengers crazy are clearly
the most fun. Try the old “Ninety-Nine Bottles of Beer on the

Wall” if your goal is mass insanity, or, for some clean, old-
fashioned fun, the games you played as a child while stuck in the
car with your parents. The hold your breath under tunnels and
bridges (and near graveyards, so the ghosts won’t steal your soul),
spot the license plate, or 20 questions games all still hold nostalgic
appeal, or at least will make the miles speed along a bit faster.
5. Explore a tent.

Camping sites are much cheaper than motels. Instead of
bunking at Motel 6 or the Holiday Inn, think about roughing it. At
Nickerson State Park in Brewster, Cape Cod, a campsite is only
$25 a night, much cheaper than neighboring places to stay, which
are usually $60+ per night.

Top Five Tips for Taking a Road Trip
By: Audrey Coulter
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GAS TAX
Students enrolled in the journalism class at AHS are following the

news regarding the proposed gas tax by Governor Deval Patrick. The
proposal would add a 19 cent gas tax to the already existing 21 cent gas tax
in Massachusetts. Students voiced their opinions about this additional cost.

In the last year, the cost of gas has finally decreased and of course, now that oil is
affordable, the state is proposing a 19 cent gas tax increase. While the proposed
19 cent tax may not seem like a huge hike, I have absolutely no desire to pay for
our state government’s poor management skills. I’m getting my license in a few
months, and although I understand the necessity of the tax, I wish there was another
way to improve our roads — a way that doesn’t include me paying a higher gas
rate.
- Audrey Coulter (11)

I understand that money is needed to pay for repairs for Mass. road ways and bridges
but implementing a 19 cent gas tax is not the answer. Gas prices are already soaring
and with the economy that America is facing today, a gas tax will only impact citizens
of Mass. in a negative way. The state needs to brainstorm another way to earn this
much needed money.
- Ashley Zimmerman (11)

I am extremely frustrated with the proposed 19 cent gas tax increase which will be
put atop the current 21 cents already assessed. This is completely ridiculous and
absurd. There has to be another way to raise money for the roads other than to
keep punishing drivers with these absurd gas prices. People are always complaining
about the rising gas prices, but yet Gov. Deval Patrick feels the need to keep
raising them in Mass. That’s not fair to the drivers in this state, especially the
teenage drivers, who are fulltime students and are only allowed to work a certain
number of hours a week. This gas tax is going to add extra stress for teenagers
trying to pay for their own car, car insurance, the steadily increasing gas prices,
and any other bills they have.
- Carmen Vignoni (12)

In this economic downfall, funds are needed to build new programs and fix bridges
and roads in Mass. Gov. Deval Patrick has proposed a bill where he would place an
additional 19 cents onto the current 21 cents gas tax. The funds from the tax would
go toward building new programs and fixing roads and bridges. In my opinion,
placing the additional tax on gas would be the best option for the state government
and the people of Mass. Times are hard for everyone and we’re always looking for
another solution to get by. If gas prices keep rising to the extreme, than simply put,
people won’t drive their cars as much and possibly take public transportation more
often.
- Christopher Gabrius (12)

Adding an extra 19 cents to the already existing 21 cent gas tax is ridiculous.  For
kids who only get a limited time to work a week, it isn’t fair. Their weekly pay isn’t
that much to begin with and now they are asked to pay more on gas.
- Mahlik Johnson (10)I think the 19 cent gas tax will not help others because it may go to waste. How

does one know if it will help schools or bridges?
 - Justin Torres (12)

Two weeks ago today, I received my Mass. driver’s license and I could not be
more thrilled. There hasn’t been a day when I haven’t been cruising around in my
car, finding places to go just so I can drive. With a minimum wage pay at my job,
I find it would be almost impossible for me to drive around with another nineteen
cents being adding to the gas tax. It will be a struggle for me to even manage to
pay for enough gas to get to and from school all week. Adding more money on the
gas tax is absurd, not everyone has $100 bucks to spend on gas per week.
- Katelyn DeLaurier (11)

Certainly not, no way, I object! I may not be authorized to drive yet, but I am aware
of current gas prices. Students already have low budgets to begin with because they
can only work so many hours during school weeks. On top of that, there’s a lot more
teens have to pay for. It is uncalled for that we should have to pay more because we
did nothing to cause it. I realize that the economy is horrific and we have to help out
a little, but some students can not afford to live with these changes, especially adding
an additional 19 cent gas tax to the already existing 21 cents.
-Farial Aziz (11)

If there’s an additional gas tax added onto today’s tax prices, I will have to start
riding a skateboard everywhere. With this economy, lack of jobs, and higher living
prices I can hardly afford the gas it takes me to drive around and live my life. This
is ridiculous. I am already so fed up with the gas prices, the last thing we all need
is for them to get any higher.
-Kayla Castro (12)

The 19-cent gas tax is not a good idea. This is a pretty hefty amount of money to be
spent on improving the state’s transportation system, which will probably never be
drastically improved. The state has proposed fixing roads numerous times, but from
my own experiences, the roads are just as bad as ever. A portion of the gas tax is
reportedly going to go to the T, which will help avoid fare hikes. I’d rather pay less
for gas, which I always need, and pay more to take the T, which I rarely use. Also,
the MBTA has been accused of not cutting back on spending and according to
MSNBC, they allow their employees to retire with benefits after 23 years of service,
which is pretty low compared to other professions. I believe the gas tax should be
increased slightly, but not dramatically. A better idea would be to add a 10-cent gas
tax. This is not as large as the proposed 19-cent one, but it will still help the state
improve our roads.
-Tiffany Berard (11)

As a sixteen-year old, I will soon have my license and my own car. Driving to
school is incredibly expensive but then there’s also buying the car, insurance, etc.
The amount of money just to put a car on the road keeps going up and the fact that
it’s nearly impossible to find a stable job with this economy doesn’t help. So, the
extra gas tax that is going into effect in Mass. is, in my opinion, absurd. Eventually,
gas is going to be so expensive that people will be paying more to get around than
they make.
- Felicia Connolly (11)

People in R.I. are in
need of blood everyday. On
Feb. 11 AHS held a blood drive
to benefit the Rhode Island
Blood Center. The event,
organized by the school
leadership class taught by Ms.
Rebecca Richard, gave students
and staff an opportunity to give
back to their community and
help many in need.  Many
students enrolled in school
leadership volunteered at the
event. “During the blood drive
I volunteered and I talked with
donors while they were giving
blood and made sure they were
not becoming dizzy and I also
walked them back to class,”
said Joe Lazzerini (11).

In past years, those
who wished to donate blood
had to be at least 17, however,
the American Red Cross
recently released the news that
16-year-olds are now able to
donate blood in Mass. with a
written parental/guardian
consent (<givelife.org>).

Students interested in
donating blood must meet these
requirements: weigh at least

110 pounds, be in good health,
have not donated blood in at
least 56 days, not have received
a tattoo or piercing in the last
six months, not have tested
positive for the AIDS virus, be
pregnant, or have traveled to
certain countries within the last
year including West Africa, Iraq
and countries where malaria is
found.

“It was my first time
donating blood and it didn’t
hurt at all, despite what others
previously told me. It was a
really good experience and I
plan to take part in it again,”
said Bryan Fricot (12).

A total of 64 students
and staff members signed up to
give blood. Of these, 52
actually donated. The event was
held in the large gym where
nurses from the American Red
Cross were set up at individual
stations.

“This is a wonderful
community service activity that
helps many people in need. It
is certainly a wonderful cause
because you never know when
it may be you who needs it

[blood],” said AHS nurse, Lee
Ann Carroll.

“It was a little scary,
but I still did it because it
would be helping a lot of
people,” said Emilie Ouellette
(11).

Donors were required
to bring an ID, validating their
age. After signing in,
contributors filled out
paperwork regarding their
health.

 In order to keep the
drive organized, each donator
received a number. They were
also given a folder of infor-
mation to read that explained
how the procedure worked, as
well as possible side effects
and complications.

 Additional nurses
were set up at computer
stations where donors had to
answer more health related
questions. Once one’s number
was called he/she was assigned
to a nurse.

Before the procedure
began hemoglobin tests were
necessary so nurses could
check the donator’s iron level

to ensure it was not too low.
Nurses then drew the blood.

After the blood was
donated, contributors were
asked to remain in the gym and
given something sugary to eat
and drink, which helped to
bring up their blood sugar level.
Once volunteers felt well
enough, they were allowed to
return to class.

Many people do not
realize how important it is to
donate blood. The process of
donating blood takes about 10-
30 minutes. Donating as little
as 10 minutes time can help
save as many as three people in
need according to GiveLife, an
online site which offers
information about donating
blood. “It makes me feel good
that that I could save people’s
lives in just 20 minutes of my
time,” said Tori Beauregard
(11).

“I had a great time
joking with the nurses and
talking to friends who were
hesitant about donating. I had
no problems at all and
everything went smoothly
because it was so organized. I
will definitely go donate again
the next chance I can,” said
Hannah Entwistle (11).

“I had fun and it felt
good participating because I
knew I was helping people. It’s
an easy and quick process that
can do a lot of good,” said
Samantha Wood (11).

Only five percent of
eligible donors actually donate
blood but life and death
situations happen every day. If
you meet the above require-
ments, take ten minutes and
give back to others by donating.

You never know
whose life you may be saving.

Blood Drive
By: Ashley Zimmerman
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Mother’s Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) was
founded 29 years ago in Calif.
by a small group of angry
mothers whose lives were
affected by drunk drivers. It has
since continued to flourish and
expand. MADD prospered so
much that in 1981, a new group,
Students Against Drunk Drivers
(SADD), SADD was begun in
Wayland, Mass.

27 years later, it still
exists as a peer-to-peer
organization in middle schools,
high schools and colleges
across the country. In 1997 it
expanded its reach and was
renamed Students Against
Destructive Decisions.
According to the SADD
initiation contract online, which
is read aloud when given to
members, “SADD has grown to
become the nation’s premier
peer-led youth education and
prevention organization”
( < h t t p : / / w w w. s a d d . o r g /
mission.htm>).  The topics
covered include: physical/
emotional violence, rude
remarks, sexual mistakes or
assault, and suicide acts/

attempts alongside anti-drug,
and anti-drinking policies.

SADD’s mission is “to
provide students with the best
prevention and intervention
tools possible to deal with the
issues of underage drinking,
other drug use, impaired driving
and other destructive decisions”
( < h t t p : / / w w w. s a d d . o r g /
mission.htm>).

Currently, there are
10,000 schools participating in
SADD including Attleboro
High School. Guidance
Councilor Ms. Karen Kennedy
and In-House Suspension
overseer Mr. Dan Zaluski
created the chapter. It is led by
Tori Blessing (10) as president
and Meagan Fuller (11) as vice
president. Both knew about the
club before a chapter was
created.

“I thought it would
be a good experience to be
able to lead the group and use
my knowledge,” said Spelling.

Fuller agreed and said
she “wanted to be a leader in
what I knew was a good
organization.”

Feeling SADD?
By: Felicia Connolly

SADD Initiation Contract and Official Certificate
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Sen

Time is racing and
seniors only have a little time
left to finish fulfilling
responsibilities. The class of
2009 is trying to plan events,
but unfortunately things aren’t
easy because only seven
percent of seniors have paid
their dues. Here’s everyone
else’s reminder.

If you are one of
those seniors, then go see Mrs.
Meg Schneider in, 232B, or
Mrs. Sharon Blackledge in,
224-2B; both are located in
the science department.

Senior dues are
$100, which pays for the cap,

gown, and tassel worn on
graduation. It also covers the
diploma cover, graduation
expenses, senior week,
academic regalia, and the
yearbook.

Dues can be paid for
by cash, money order or bank
check. Bank checks and money
orders can be made out to “AHS
Class of 2009.”

Schneider had hoped
dues would be in by March 27,
but so far seniors are not
complying.

In order to graduate,
senior dues must be paid, plus
any outstanding obligations. For

The club started at
AHS due to recent events that
have affected the community
and because Kennedy has been
an advisor to SADD in other
schools because she “wants to
help students as much as
possible in every aspect.”

Zaluski attended the
first SADD meeting and was
invited by Kennedy to help out.
“I understand how hard it can
be to make good decisions and
SADD is an organization that
promotes a positive decision
making process,” he said.

“We are hoping to
work on the same projects,
however, the students have
flexibility if other important
issues arise from the
community,” said Kennedy. The
AHS chapter may follow the
official SADD calendar, which
includes events such as the
National Eating Disorders
Awareness week (the last week
of Feb.) and Global Youth
Service Days (April 24-26),
and/or attend to different issues.

“Upwards of ten
people so far have joined and
we are actively seeking new
members. There are still
leadership roles available for
anyone interested. We meet
every Wed. after school in the
LMC,” said Kennedy. AHS’s
SADD club held a fund raiser
in all three AHS cafeterias on
Feb. 13 in order to purchase
items to raise awareness.

For more information
on the club students can visit the
grade eleven house office to
speak to Kennedy or attend one
of the weekly meetings.

more information on these
obligations, see twelfth grade
secretary Mrs. Lisa Buckman.

If you have not paid
your senior dues and
obligations, you will not be able
to purchase a Prom ticket, which
will go on sale in May.

Senioritis is in the air
and many future graduates can
almost taste graduation. But, in
order for the class of 2009 to
succeed, responsibilities must
be fulfilled.

Senior Dues
By: Christopher Gabrius

Senior Dues Reminder
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Leads Maddi Paquette, Renèe Charron
and Amanda Barney

H
an

na
h 

E
nt

w
is

tl
e

AHS Presents Cinderella
By: Audrey Coulter

5

April 3-4 the curtain
rose on the classic fairy tale
Cinderella at the Robert Bray
Auditorium. Rather than the
Disney version, this year’s
musical was the Rodgers and
Hammerstein version published
in 1957.

Renèe Charron (11)
starred as Cinderella in her first
AHS production. “As my first
experience in a musical, I’m
excited! Everyone is really nice;
we all support each other, and
oh my gosh, the props and
costumes are so nice! Our
carriage is amazing.”

Chris Heeks (9) also
performed for the first time as
the Prince.

The classic story,
popularized by Disney, was still
recognizable in the AHS
production, with the archetypal
fairy tale a sure crowd-pleaser.
The spectacular carriage, famed
fairy godmother and flowing
costumes were all part of the
production.

Cinderella marks
another year of collaboration
among physics teacher Mr.

Peter Tarsi, who oversees the
acting aspect of the show, music
teacher Mr. Gary Hyman, who
oversees the music and singing
aspect, and Mr. Alexander
Valentine, who oversees the
choreography.

With only four males
in the entire cast, gender was a
vague term. While a few roles,
like the Prince’s, would be hard
to slip a female into, most male
roles were played by females.
Every “gentleman” dancer, but
three at the ball scene, were
played by girls with slicked-
back hairdos.

Albert Dumont (10)
who played the role of the king,
said, “I think it [the lack of
males in the cast] is very
restricting. We had to make a lot
of girls into guys. A lot of

characters are interchangeable,
and so they had to be made
girls.”

Despite this small
obstacle, everyone in the cast
agreed it was a great show.
When asked about his actors,
the first words out of music
director Mr. Gary Hyman’s
mouth were “They rock.”

He later went on to say
that Cinderella  is “A
completely different style of
show [than previous shows].
We, as a group of directors,
have never done Rodgers and
Hammerstein. We like to
change it up. This is definitely
different from anything we’ve
ever done. It’s a great family
show.”

Last year the annual
musical was Little Shop of
Horrors, a darkly comedic
show whose star was a flesh-
eating Venus Flytrap. Skid Row
and its inhabitants, however,
were replaced with royal castles
and fairy tale endings this year.

The diversity of AHS
productions is one of the
aspects many cast members

appreciate. Kalila Darkstar (11)
who played the fairy
godmother, said, “Last year was
my first musical - Little Shop
of Horrors - and both this year
and last year are so different. I
mean, Little Shop  and
Cinderella couldn’t be any
different, but the changes keep
challenging us.”

Maddi Paquette (12)
who played Joy, one of the two
stepsisters, said, “It’s a different
show than I’ve ever done. It’s a
good way to end senior year.”

Cinderella was
performed in early April.

Senior dues are stillSenior dues are stillSenior dues are stillSenior dues are stillSenior dues are still
being accepted!being accepted!being accepted!being accepted!being accepted!
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Don’t Be Your Worst Enemy
By: Kayla Casto

Love yourself

Are you the kind of
person who is your own worst
enemy? Is life lived without
doubt, always trying to live up
to others’ standards? If each day
is lived seeking the approval of
others, life may be filled with
disappointments.

Remember that you
are who you are because of you,
not because of another’s
perception. At the end of life the
only important question will be:
“Did you live life the way you
wanted?”

In all honesty, I can be
my own worst enemy. I let
people get the best of me. If
someone does this to you,
they’re winning. People are
faced with the joy of living life
or the pain and disappointment
of not living to the fullest.

I am in charge of my
destiny, and it is up to me and
only me to live my life. I know
what’s important to me. I set
goals for myself and meet them.
I know my friends, I know my
family, and most importantly, I
know myself. I know who
Kayla Casto is. Ask yourself,
what is important? Are you
happy as you are?

Never lose sight of
what you stand for. If someone
wants to dismiss you because
you don’t meet up to their
standards, that is their problem.
Maybe they set their standards
a little too high or just simply
have different values.

Don’t allow yourself
to be your own worst enemy.
Sometimes, it’s just a matter of
putting yourself first. If you can
love someone else, why can’t
you love yourself? You are
worthy of being loved.

Be true to yourself and
your values. Don’t be afraid to
speak up for yourself even when
it feels uncomfortable. Accept
who you are, never let anyone
dictate who you should be. A
poor self-image will only make
you feel worthless. Believe in
yourself, because the one
person you can trust and rely on
is you.

What do you see when
you look in the mirror? Can you
see yourself as who you really
are, or do you see yourself as
others want to see you?

Building self
confidence means learning to
love yourself, believe in
yourself, and accept the things
that cannot be changed. Learn
to accept you’re not perfect,
nobody is.

Learn to accept you
cannot change someone else’s
opinion. Quit wasting time
dwelling on what is negative in
life and concentrate on what is
positive. Look at the glass as
half full, not half empty. Stand
up … be counted, because at the
end of the day when you look
in the mirror, your best friend
should look back.
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 Plastic Media
By: Felicia Connolly

No matter where I am,
whether I’m sitting in my living
room watching TV or walking
down store aisles, I can’t help
but notice how the media
portrays women. Every other
commercial on TV advertises a
weight loss pill. Magazines are
covered with titles such as “Ten
Ways to Please Your Man,” or
“Drop Seven Pounds in Two
Weeks.” I’m not that familiar
with feminist history, but I’m
still a female and I have to ask
myself how do women find
such things appealing?

In the Dec. 2008 issue
of Cosmopolitan there was an
article entitled “Revenge of the
Sluts.” It talked about how
women who were overly-
sexually active in high school
later became successful. It’s
good that those women lead
good lives for themselves, but
the magazine supports young
girls who follow polyandrous
antics.

Then there are articles
that teach women how to do

their makeup, hair and how to
lose weight to look good in
order to “capture a man”. Once
that’s over and done with, the
same magazines teach how to
please set men in the bedroom.
This offends me, is my entire
life’s purpose to find a man and
keep him happy?

Elizabeth Cady
Stanton didn’t compose the
Declaration of Sentiments, a
document composed to fight for
female equality, and fight for
women rights so that in later
times women could play a more
modern version of the 1930’s
housewife.

I’m grateful for the
fact that when it comes to the
law, women are seen as equal
to men. I just wish that it was
the same in the media. Though
there’s not much I can do, but I
hope that my peers, and even
women older or younger than
I, will read this and walk away
questioning why they have to be
perfect, plastic Barbie dolls that
the media pushes them to be.
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Please your man

Holy Earrings!
By: Sarah Surprenant

Student with gauges

“What are those in
your ears? Oh no, don’t tell
me.”  My mother was disgusted
as she squinted at my earlobes,
trying to determine if what she
saw was true or a trick of the
light. “Are you doing that…
thing? Stretching your ears?”
she asked, visibly frightened by
the potential answer.

“Yes,” I replied
boldly. I avoided her Medusa
death-stare, knowing the only
way to successfully stand my
ground would be to maintain
confidence.  “I am disgusted.”
I shifted. I almost looked her in
the eye. “Well, I like it.” She
shook her head in submission.
I won.

Teenagers are making
some bold fashion choices these
days. From super-tight
fluorescent jeans to t-shirts with
witty phrases, teens are always
looking for the latest clothes
and accessories to make jaws
drop.

One of those
accessories is gauges, unisex
“earrings” that are worn to
stretch a hole in the earlobe.
This process is called
“stretching,” or more
commonly (though incorrectly),
“gauging.”

First common thou-
sands of years ago in Africa and
South America, gauges come in
a wide variety of sizes, shapes,
colors, and materials. Available
at Hot Topic, Spencer’s Gifts,
Newbury Comics, and a variety
of other specialty accessory
stores, gauges can be metal
hoops with balls called circular
barbells; plastic, metal or
wooden rod-shaped plugs held
in with rubber bands; tapered
rods held in place with rubber
bands; or even metal twisted
into funky designs. Plugs are
available in many colors

Each type is threaded
through a hole in the earlobe,
gradually increasing in width,

or gauge, until a comfortable
size is reached. Gauges increase
from the smallest size 20 to 0
then 00, then increase by
fractional inches of 7/16" and
up. Because plugs are rather
expensive, the “tape wrap”
method is also available. Rather
than purchase successive sizes,
wearers wrap Teflon tape
around their current plugs,
increasing the size gradually
(<http://www.onetribe.nu/
catalog/stretching.php>).

Gauging up should not
be an extraordinarily painful
process; slight pain is normal,
but ears are not ready for a

larger size if intolerable pain
occurs. Lubrication with water-
based lubricant – not petroleum
jelly – is recommended during
jewelry insertion. Those
gauging their ears should wait
four to six weeks before
increasing in size to avoid
“blowout,” or tearing open the
piercing.

A fear people have
with ear gauging is
permanence; if you begin
stretching your ears, they will
never go back to normal. This
is not true in all situations; many
people who gauge their ears
find that upon taking the
piercings out, their ears return
to a smaller size after a few
months.

The down side to
gauging is that larger sizes will
take more time to shrink, and
may never shrink completely.

To completely reverse the
process, plastic surgery may be
needed.

Those bold and daring
enough to attempt the gauging
process should speak to a
piercing technician about the
care and treatment of gauges.
The piercings tend to smell due
to decaying skin buildup, and
need to be cleaned regularly
with saline solution, salt water,
or antibacterial soap (<http://
www.onetribe.nu/catalog/
stretching.php>).

It is also important to
get permission from parents and
places of employment before
undergoing any type of body-
piercing. While body
modification is a self-
expression of personality and
style, higher authorities may
prefer less extreme displays.
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Drugs are always going to
be around, no matter how hard
the government tries to prevent
them from being used or how
many times parents tell their
teenagers that it’s wrong,
against the law, and they will rot
the brain. Teenagers are the
most common age group to
experiment with anything that
might make them “high.”

Commonly prescribed by
doctors for children and adults
who have ADD (Attention

Deficit Disorder) or ADHD
(Attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder), Adderall is now a
substance that is being abused
by teenagers across the United
States.

Adderall is a central
nervous system stimulant. It is
a drug that excites the nerves,
makes a person feel jumpy and
also makes him/her want to
concentrate on the task at hand,
hence why children take the
prescriptions in the morning

before school. It causes them to
focus while in class, rather then
goofing off or falling asleep.

But, just like everything
else, with benefits come
disadvantages. While it may
help students with ADD or
ADHD, the side effects could
be potentially dangerous for
someone who does not have
either of the disorders. While on
the drug a person can suffer loss
of appetite, which leads to
anorexia. Other problems

Can’t Pass without It!
By: Devin Goyette

“America on Drugs”
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include increased heartbeat and
high blood pressure, which may
lead to heart problems such as
a heart-attack.

So, I bet you are thinking
that Adderall is just another
“over-the-counter” drug that
kids are getting their hands on.
Well, you are correct, but there
are more teenagers abusing it
than using it for its real purpose.

Since so many students use
the drug and are not prescribed
it, statistics on the abuse of
Adderall are extremely difficult
to obtain. This year the
prescription for Adderall has

reached its highest, almost 7
million people asked their
doctors for the drug, claiming
they had ADD or ADHD.
Ritalin is also at its highest
usage this year. Ritalin is the
same as Adderall, but has fewer
side effects.

At the University of
Wisconsin, a school wide study
was done to see how many
students there use Adderall,
even though they do not have
the prescription. The unofficial
number equaled one fourth of
the whole school (<http://
w w w . a h r p . o r g / c m s /
i n d e x 2 . p h p ? o p t i o n = c o m

_content&do_pdf=1&id=127>).
When not prescribed,

Adderall acts like speed; it
makes a person want to stay
awake and keep doing things.
Their body will twitch and
depending on how much is
ingested, the body might stay
awake for more than 24 hours,
even though the drug is only
supposed to last six hours per
dose. Some teens use Adderall
so they can non-stop party or to
stay up to complete much
needed assignments.

On top of taking the pills,
other abuses of Adderall
include snorting, which is the
most dangerous thing that can
be done with this drug. When

snorted, Adderall enters the
blood stream directly and
makes the drug more potent.
The drugs used to make
Adderall aren’t supposed to
break down that quickly, so
snorting can cause extensive
amounts of damage to the blood
stream and nose. Also, if the
person is snorting the drug, then
it isn’t considered pure
anymore, and can cause serious
infections in the nose as well as
the blood. Snorting Adderall
causes deterioration of the
cartilage in the nose and skull.

In most cases, when people
take Adderall that isn’t
prescribed, they take it in higher
doses than normal. One person

should, at most, take two 30 mg.
pills, and be okay for the entire
day. That’s not what abusers do.

 “When I was addicted to
Adderall, I would take up to
eight 30 mg. pills in the course
of two hours, and I would feel
hyped up for the next day or
so,” said an anonymous senior
who was addicted to Adderall,
and knows what the effects are.

“My heart rate would be
through the roof, I was always
afraid it might explode and I’d
die. If you’re not prescribed this
drug, then it would be a good
idea not to mess around with it,
because it can do a lot of
damage to the body and your
mind,” added the senior.

Can’t Pass without It! continued from page 6
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There’s nothing worse
than scrambling in the morning
to prepare for school. It’s not
only time-consuming to shuffle
through a stack of papers
looking for a history assignment
that you spent four hours
writing and need for first
period, it’s also nerve-
wracking.

Trying to find
homework, class work, or an
end-of-year research paper
that’s worth 50 percent of your
grade, is never a fun task,
especially when you know it’s
completed, stashed somewhere
in your binder, and your teacher
is standing impatiently behind
you, eyes rolling and counting
the seconds until you give up
and admit to losing it.

Many teens face the
problem of disorganization and
with somewhat legitimate
reasons. Consider waking up
early, going to school,
participating in after school
activities, going to work,
coming home to eat, doing
homework, and completing
other necessary tasks and
chores — teens claim they don’t
have time to organize all of their
work. (Trust me, my friends are
living proof.)

However, if students
want to do well in their classes,
organization is key. Homework
is a major portion of most
students’ overall grades, and a
lot of the time, students lose
credit because they’ve done the
work, but can’t find it in that
jumbled mess of papers called
a notebook. Without homework
and class notes (which also find
themselves lost in mysterious
black holes in backpacks and
lockers), studying for those
tests and quizzes is much more
painstaking and prolonged.

With the new semester
on its way, most students will
have new classes to prepare for
and they will have to become
reorganized. (That is, those
students who aren’t crazy
enough to take four AP classes
at once.)

 The first week of the
new semester is the same as the

first week of school; it’s the
most chaotic time for both
organization freaks (yours
truly) and disorganized mess-
makers (my friends). With new
classes and teachers, students
don’t know what supplies
(binders, notebooks, folders,
flash drives, etc.) they need for
each subject, so they usually
don’t have anything on hand. If
they’re like me, they just throw
every piece of paper that comes
their way into their backpack
and organize the crumpled mess
when they arrive home, r it
could sit there for months.

Without knowing
where their new classrooms are,
many students wait to find a
new locker. Speaking
realistically, no one ever uses
the locker they are assigned and
if they do, they’re usually
freshmen. (Don’t feel bad, I was
like that once. Be thankful you
were never actually shoved into
said locker.)

Devoid of a locker
that’s closer to new classes,
organization is a little bit harder.
Regardless, I somehow manage
by stashing everything I can
into my backpack and carrying
the ridiculously heavy two-inch
binders and textbooks and/or
dropping them throughout the
hallways.

Once everything
becomes routine, my
organization continues,
whereas many others lose
interest and patience. Since
others find it boring and a waste
of time, I’ll share some tips I
shared with a friend of mine
who needed help organizing all
of his binders last year (no lie;
we had an organization party).

First off, buy the
necessary supplies your teacher
requests. It’s much easier if you
follow their preference than
trying to do it your way. It will
save time and frustration, for
you and your teacher. If they
want you to buy a two-inch
binder, buy it. It will come in
handy when formula sheets
come flying your way. There’s
nothing worse than running out
of room in a binder. Ask any AP
student.

Organize binders
using separators, labeled with
different topics, such as class
notes, homework, projects, and/
or handouts. When the teacher
asks for last night’s homework,
just flip open to the homework
section, and look at that, it’s
right on top. It also helps to date
every paper received and place
the latest assignment on top.

Keep a daily planner.
Write down homework
assignments, long-term
projects, after school events,
and hang outs with friends. Life
will be much easier knowing
what has to be done on certain
days. If technologically inclined
and not broke, buy a handheld
planner or use a cell phone
planner, just not during school
hours.

Have a stash of pencils
and pens on hand in your
backpack. It’s impossible to
stay organized without a writing
implement. Don’t be a moocher.
It gets annoying after a while
when people ask to borrow pens
and never return them, and it
costs a lot for the poor sucker
who lends them out all the time.

With determination
and a couple of spare minutes,
it’s easy to become and remain
organized. Remember, a wise
person once said, “A cluttered
binder reflects a cluttered
mind.” Okay, so I just made that
up, but it sounded sage.

So, next semester, de-
clutter the mind, clean up the
binders and stay organized. Oh,
and if you see anyone with one
of my pens, could you steal it
back for me?

O P I N I O N S   C O N T .

Organized Chaos
By Melanie Thibeault

Disorganized student
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I plopped down on my
couch this morning to write an
article that had been brewing in
my mind the previous night, but
as I positioned my hands on the
keys and began to type, my
mind went completely blank.
My ingenious topic and all of
my witty remarks about it
seeped out of my brain and
formed a sticky puddle of
failure on the floor. Even my
metaphor skills are severely
lacking.

After spending a few
minutes worrying and trying to
figure out what could possibly
be wrong with my mind (okay,
I spent more than a few minutes
and came up with a lot of
solutions, but that’s another
article in itself), I finally figured
out the cause of my brain freeze,
every writer’s worst nightmare
— writer’s block.

Every writer
experiences this terrible phase
at least once in their writing
careers. Many go through it like
the common cold, catching it
every once in a while and
keeping it for a week or two at
a time. Some “fortunate” ones
suffer from it like a seasonal
allergy; it always comes back to
irritate them at certain time
intervals, and there are plenty
of remedies for it but none seem
to work successfully. Most of
these said treatments are just
like Benadryl and cause the
writer to feel sleepy and
rundown after many failed
attempts at recharging their
brains.

I, unfortunately, fit
into the last category. Writer’s
block and I have a long-
standing history, filled with
wastebaskets full of crumpled
pieces of paper, inkless pens run
dry from incoherent scratchings
and scribblings, and even a few
dents in my wall from the time
I was so frustrated with a poem
I had been writing that I decided
to look for inspiration as I
whacked my head against it.
(The wall, not the poem, though
now I’m wishing it was the
poem.)

Nothing really
resulted from the last instance
except a headache and green

splotches in my line of vision
for the next couple of days.
(That paint was really bright.)

Anyway, I’m here
today to offer solutions to
fellow writers suffering from
this disease. Waiting around for
weeks until inspiration may
strike isn’t the most pleasant
experience, especially since I’m
pretty impatient and I tend to
get cranky when I become
finger-tied. (Side note: one
major side effect of writer’s
block is the tendency to make
up new words, hence the
creation of “ginormous.”
Someone had such a major
block and couldn’t remember
the words “gigantic” or
“enormous,” so a new word was
synthesized.)

The most obvious cure
for writer’s block is to take a
break from writing for a little
while and focus on other things.
Step outside and take a walk to
clear your mind or keep it
preoccupied with other things
like worrying about the failing
economy and how to pay the
bills while your writing career
is at a standstill because you
can’t think of anything new to
write about. (Okay, maybe
scratch that last part.) However,
do take a breather and after
beginning to write, your fingers
should be typing faster than
your mind can think of things
to write about. Another method
to prevent writer’s block in the
first place was suggested to our
journalism class by political
intrigue author Jon Land. He
recommended writers stop in
the middle of a sentence so

Writer’s Block: Title Unavailable,
Try Again Later

By Melanie Thibeault

Student frustrated by
writer’s block

Continued on page 8
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when they pick up again, they
have a place to start, rather than
having to begin with a new
chapter or a new paragraph.
This method does create a
continuous flow and works
well. (I’m speaking from
personal experience.)

A different process is
to try brainstorming ideas
before sitting down to write
anything hefty, like an essay or
perhaps a screenplay or novel.
If the basic premise is written
down, it makes the actual
project a little bit easier, and
you won’t be as overwhelmed
and probably won’t require the
aid of a paper bag and a
breathing coach (which is what
it took to calm me down after
my first AP essay; that and lots
of chocolate).

When I was younger,
I read in some book that
keeping a slinky or a yo-yo next
to you while you write is good
for inspiration. However,
whenever I try writing within
twenty feet of a slinky or a light-
up yo-yo, I lose my
concentration and have to

excuse myself from my paper
and pen to go play with the
more entertaining toy. If you
have an attention span greater
than a squirrel, I can assure you
that method may work better for
you than it does for me.

The point of that tip
was to encourage writers to
keep an object of inspiration at
their side to help them focus. I
support this idea and would
utilize it if I could find
something that both inspires me
and isn’t sparkly, shiny or
slinky-like, which breaks my
concentration and creates an
even bigger problem, like the
time I accidentally broke my
slinky by getting it tangled up.
By that point, whatever I was
writing had become secondary.

For my own personal
writer’s block, I have several
methods. I either force myself
to sit down and write whatever
comes to mind, which in turn,
usually gets deleted or ripped
up because I personally believe
it’s horrible, or I shut myself off
from writing for a few days at a
time and try to clear my mind.

After I’ve refocused, I feel
better and my writing flows
more easily.

Sometimes, however,
there’s a third option. Like with
this article, sometimes I sit
down and ramble and rant until
I don’t know what to say
anymore. Then, there’s an
awkward pause as I search my
mind and try to come to a close.
Unfortunately for both of us, I
can’t seem to think of any way
to end this messy result of
writer’s block, so I’m going to
leave you with one piece of
advice …

If you feel yourself
coming down with a case of
writer’s block (confused
thoughts, inability to write
coherent sentences, creation of
new words, hesitation to pick up
a pencil or type, etc.), take the
necessary precautions and go
buy yourself a slinky. It will
either help inspire you to write
the world’s greatest poem about
the shiny silver toy or it will
provide you with hours of
endless entertainment by
bouncing down a staircase.
Either way, I’m sure you’ll feel
better by the end of the day.

Writer’s Block continued from page 8

O P I N I O N S   C O N T .

At 18, people are
allowed to die for their country,
however, they cannot consume
alcoholic beverages. The
drinking age was created
because politicians thought that
21 was the age when
responsible decisions could be
made.

How is it that an 18
year old is mature enough to
sacrifice their life for their
country, but is not mature
enough to decide whether they
should drink?

“Drink responsibly” is
stated at the end of all alcohol
commercials, but teens are not
trusted to drink responsibly due
to their age. Officers have
recently cracked down on
underage drinking. Instead,
they should be focused on
educating.

Overdrinking is
dangerous at any age, but when
drinking is done responsibly,
it’s not the problem. What one
does when intoxicated is.
Driving drunk should never be
an option. Educating teens to
drink responsibly, if at all, and
to never drive drunk is the only
way to solve this.

When the police bust
parties with underage drinkers,
the only teens punished are ones
who are caught. They are also
punished more severely than
some deserve. Teens can lose
scholarships, form a criminal
record, or even be denied
admission to college. Smart,
hard working people are being
penalized for being 19 instead
of 21.

Party hosts in the past,
have taken away the keys of
those who are drinking. If hosts
continue to do this, it withdraws
the option of driving from those
attending the party.

A child will take away
an intoxicated parent’s car keys
without a second thought.
Nearing adulthood, I have taken
away the keys of adults and
teens who were under the
influence. I have even driven to
parties in the middle of the night
to be the designated driver.

The crackdown
doesn’t decrease the number of

underage drinking parties that
are taking place, nor does it
solve the problem. It only
punishes the few who are
caught.

Teens are immature
with almost anything they
choose to do. Many will drink
no matter what the law says and
get away with it, more often
than not. It is better to be aware
of the parties, keep an eye on
them, and if participating in
them, watch out for friends.

Friends should help
look after others when they’re
drinking irresponsibly because
they put others in danger.
Placing a black mark on a
person’s record for the rest of
their life does not fix the
problem. The only solution is to
educate teenagers.

Parents and teachers
should talk to teens about
drinking responsibly. Give teens
the option to be honest and
don’t condemn them for
drinking. Lastly, make sure they
know the consequences of
drinking irresponsibly and that
they always have a safe place
to stay and a safe way to get
there.

Trunk full of beer
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Drink Responsibly
By: Meg Harvey

With the economic
woes of America worsening
every day, concert tickets have
become too expensive,
especially for teenagers.
According to Rolling Stone
magazine, poor CD sales over
the past few years have
encouraged artists to make up
the income by touring more and
increasing ticket prices. Ticket
companies, including
Ticketmaster and Live Nation,
also add “charges” on top of the
base ticket price.

The Comcast Center
in Mansfield is a popular
destination for music-lovers to
listen to their favorite bands
live. With rising ticket prices,
however, many can no longer
afford an exciting night of live
music.

Some artists resist the
economic pressure to increase
prices. Musicians ranging from
Bruce Springsteen to the Jonas
Brothers generally keep their
tickets below $100. The
problem, however, is not in the
prices, but rather in the
“scalping,” the reselling of a
ticket at an inflated price.

This summer Jonas
Brothers’ tickets sold by Live
Nation, ranged from $25 to
$150. The tickets sold out
quickly and began reappearing
on sites such as StubHub.com,
ranging from $400 to thousands
of dollars.

Prices are becoming
sky-high and are turning people
away from concerts, especially
in today’s economic recession.

“With the economic
crisis underway, people would
rather save money than spend
it on something like an
overpriced concert. I think high
ticket prices are ridiculous and
the smart thing to do would be
to lower prices during
economic recessions to attract
more people,” said Melanie
Thibeault (11).

Teenagers usually
attend concerts to listen to their
favorite bands and hang out
with a bunch of friends, but it
is becoming much more
difficult to find the money to
attend such events.

Ashley Gennant (11),
who is aware of this problem,
said, “Ticket prices are
extremely high priced and if

they were more affordable,
concerts would sell out faster
and not have as many empty
seats. I’d definitely go to more,
too.”

Many bands offer so-
called “cheap” seats, but the
prices of these seats are still
high. A lawn ticket for the
Comcast Center is $25 or $35
and cheap seats at a stadium can
cost up to $50.

Sitting in the cheaper
seats section is not as bad as it
sounds. Marie Larouche (11)
recently went to see the Trans-
Siberian Orchestra. “We were
far away from the stage, but the
show was just as good, if not
better, being able to see the
whole stadium,” she said.

Prices are expensive,
but what really puts the prices
over the top are the “ticket
charges” added by Ticketmaster
and Live Nation.

For instance, tickets to
see Fleetwood Mac at the TD
Banknorth Garden were $47,
$77, and $147. Ticketmaster,
however, added a “convenience
charge” of $12.50 to $14.60 per
ticket and a “building facility
charge” of $2.50 per ticket,
kicking the price of a $47 ticket
up by 34.5 percent.

Live Nation, another
major ticket selling company,
adds charges also. For example,
Madonna tickets sold for $50
for the Roseland Ballroom
Concert in New York, but Live
Nation added on a $13.50
charge.

This summer, Cold-
play is coming to the Comcast
Center in Mansfield. Tickets are
$35 for the lawn. On each ticket
there is a $13.85 ticket fee and
a $7 facility fee, amounting to
a total of $55.85 for one ticket,
a 60 percent hike.

To make matters
worse, Live Nation may soon be
merging with Ticketmaster,
which will mean rising prices
for concerts. There will become
only one site for buying tickets,
which means the company can
up their charges as much as they
want.

Erin Brousseau (12)
echoed the feelings of every
concert-loving teenager,
“Everyone wants to go to
concerts, so we should be able
to afford them.”

How High Can Ticket Prices Go?
By: Tiffany Berard

Live Nation adds on a $7.60 charge
to a $25 ticket
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Barack Obama,
Queen Victoria, Albrecht
Dürer, Sylvester Stallone (or at
least Rocky), Kurt Cobain, and
even (allegedly) Tiny Tim are
all part of an infamous club I
can guarantee you’ve heard of
(< http://www.indiana.edu/
~primate/left.html>). It’s rather
exclusive, not in terms of
snobbery, but rather in chance.
You can only be born into this
club, and, rather ominously,
once you’re in, good luck
getting out.

Left-handed people,
or lefties, as they’re commonly
called, make up only 7 to 10
percent of the population.
While the figures may seem
small, they have actually
increased since the turn of the
twentieth century now that the
Western stigmatism has
gradually been lifted.

A few hundred years
ago there was a certain negative
connotation attached to lefties,
like, oh, they’re children of the
devil and need to have their left
handedness beaten out of them,
or maybe teachers were just
tired of them smudging the ink.

Either way, in 1809,
not only would this article not
have existed, but I, a self-
proclaimed South Paw, would
be writing everything with my
right hand. While I’d like to be
ambidextrous as much as the
next person, I’d rather it be the
product of some rare genetic
material, not, as was common
back then, the product of years
of painful schooling.

Now, however, free
from the bonds of undeserved
prejudice, we lefties, in the 21st

century, can reap some
undeserved praise. I am, at

times, deemed more artistic and
creative than my right-handed
counterparts.

Nancy Tella, a fellow
lefty and teacher’s aide at AHS,
said, “People think lefties are
more creative than righties.”
The only time she wished she
was a righty was “When I took
a calligraphy class. It was hard
to do because I kept smudging
the paper!”

Once, when signing
out of class, my (right-handed)
art teacher exclaimed, “Look at
that, you’re a lefty! I feel like
an imposter.” If only that could
translate into a perfectly thrown
pot.

Besides the height-
ened levels of creativity left-
handed people seem to have,
there are also the
unquestionable benefits to one’s
sport’s career, especially my

elementary and middle school
softball career. When stepping
up to bat, I could always count
on the confidence-inducing
hisses of “It’s a lefty, look out!”

Just like my forbearers
who survived in the jungle by
throwing their opponents off
with a left-handed punch, a lefty
stance helped me achieve an
above-average batting average.

So, besides the
common complaints (re-
peatedly smacking innocent
tablemates with my super sharp
elbows while eating and/or
writing, not being able to write
properly in a binder, the whole
smudging-everything-you-
touch issue), a natural born lefty
is living the highlife. After
seventeen years of using my
right hand for everyday tasks
such as using a mouse, opening
a door and driving a stick shift,

Life of a Lefty
By: Audrey Coulter

being left-handed in a right-
handed world is natural.

Not to mention,
according to the New York
Times circa 1993, the myth that
left-handed people die earlier
than right-handed people has
been debunked (<http://
q u e r y. n y t i m e s . c o m / g s t /
f u l l p a g e . h t m l ? r e S =
9 F 0 C E 7 D E 1 7 3 0 F 9 3 5
A25751C0A965958260>).
What more could you ask for?

Left hand
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I t is an age old
question, “Who is more
capable? Lefties or Righties?”
I believe right handed people
are more capable, because
everyday activities such as
writing, personal hygiene,
cooking, or tool handling are
more often completed by right
handed people.

 Some studies around
the world have shown that 70
to 90 percent of the world’s
population is right-handed.  A
small percentage of the

Life of a
Righty

By: Justin Torres

population can use both hands,
which is known as being
ambidextrous.

 Some students believe
right-handers are more capable
than lefties. “The majority of
children born are right-handed
so technically right-handed
people are more capable then
left-handed people,” said
Antonio Henriquez (12).

Others believe just the
opposite. “I like being a lefty
because I am different, but
pretty much everything is made
for righties so sometimes it is a
hassle,” said Brandon Martins
(12).

Scientists do not know
why there are so many righties
in the world. Research has
shown that right-handed people
tend to use the left side of the
brain while left-handed people
use their right side. The left side
is the logical side of the brain

while the right side is the
creative one.

Some schools in the
past would discipline lefties and
force them to right with their
right hand. Teachers would try
and make a student change their
hand position according to Dr.
M. K. Holder who is a professor
at Rutgers University
(<www.indiana.edu/~primate/
lspeak2.html www.indiana.edu/
~primate/lspeak2.html >).

In some cultures, such
as India using the left hand is
disrespectful. The right hand is
always for tasks performed such
as eating, shaking hands and
pointing (<http://
www.realgap.co.uk/Cultural-
Tips-for-India>).

Adults sometimes
think differently when
contrasting the two hands. “A
person’s capability to do any
task given to them is based on

a person’s ability, determination
and drive; not on which hand a
person writes with,” said math
teacher Mr. Derek Brooks.

“Although most
students are right-handed, I
believe that left-handed
students should embrace being
different; left-handed students
are just as capable of
performing academically and
being socially mature,” said
English teacher Mr. James
Clarke.

“It isn’t whether one is
left handed or right-handed that
will determine one’s capability
of completing a task. We are
complex human beings and our
capabilities are determined
from numerous factors,” said
Educational Diagnostician Mrs.
Barbara Cecere.

Technological devices
are made primarily for right-
handed people. Everyday

objects such as refrigerator
handles, scissors, microwaves,
cameras, can-openers,
computer mice and kitchen
mittens are designed for
righties.

Writing with either a
pen or pencil is favorable for
right-handers. When a right-
handed person writes left to
right, part of the hand rests on
a plain white surface. Left-
handed people, when writing,
tend to smudge the text and are
unsatisfied.

As the world’s
population continues to grow,
the percentage of right-handed
over left-handed people
increases. Modern technology
and activities continue to cater
to right-handed people.

Right hand
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High school proms,
sports, classes, friends, and
teachers are all a major part of
the high school experience.
However, a student can
remember only so many of
those memories. A high school
ring can symbolize a student’s
entire high school experience,
or does it?

The issue with rings is
not only are they expensive, but
also the majority of students
who purchase them stop
wearing them during or after
high school ends.

A student should only
spend a fortune on a ring if he/
she is positive about wearing it
for a very long time. Why spend
$250-$400 on a ring that will
only be worn for two or three
years, if that?

“I didn’t buy a ring
because I didn’t really find it
that important, especially with
how much they cost. I know
where I go to school; I’ll have a
diploma. I find it personally
unnecessary to have an
overpriced ring to say my name
and school,” said Kalila
Darkstar (11).

Other students how-
ever, feel buying a ring is a great
way to represent his/her high
school years, even if it means
spending a heavy amount of
cash on a class ring, and even if
they don’t wear it daily.

“It wasn’t a complete
waste of money because it’s
something to remember all four
years of high school, even
though I don’t wear it all the
time,” said Nick (Mango)

Manganello (12).
If every student were

to purchase a class ring, it’s
almost guaranteed not every
student will wear it for the rest
of his/her life. Engagement
rings, claddagh rings, wedding
rings, rings given to a person by
a family member or someone
really special, tend to have a
more emotional connection.

“If I bought a class
ring, I wouldn’t wear it. I’d
rather have something like a
Tiffany ring. If I were to get
something that expensive, I’d
purchase something I would
wear more often,” said Diana
Ramos (12).

Class rings are pricey
and not always worn forever.

Before a student buys
a ring he/she should consider

purchasing an appealing one or
at least one that can be worn on
special occasions, such as the
prom.

“After I bought my
ting, I wore it everyday and
after awhile, if I left my house
without wearing it, I felt like I
left without a shirt or pants. I
just became so used to wearing
it. It was definitely worth the
money I spent,” said Trever “T-
roc” Gariss (11).

A class ring is not
necessarily a “must” for
remembering students’ high
school years. It’s not just an
object to remind someone of the
high school attended, but one to
help remember the memories
made, along with the lifelong
friendships formed.

Think before pur-

chasing a ring. Is it really worth
it?

Class Rings, are They Necessary?
By: Katelyn DeLaurier

Samples of class rings
 by Balfour
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REVIEWS

“On Christmas Day,
heel the love,” read posters for
the new flick Marley & Me,
starring Owen Wilson, Jennifer
Aniston and a series of adorable
Labrador retrievers. Although
the film is about a couple and
their naughty dog, mature
movie-goers should not be
turned off by the PG rating; the
movie actually goes much
deeper than expected from a
children’s movie.

When John (Wilson)
and Jennifer (Aniston), both
journalists, get married, John
knows he is not ready for
children. With advice from a
friend, Sebastian (Eric Dane),
he buys his new wife a Yellow
Lab puppy, they named Marley,
to soothe her desire for a baby.

Meanwhile, John
pursues his dream of being a
feature reporter, like his wife
and best friend Sebastian. After
landing a job at a newspaper,
he’s assigned briefs and to

report on uninteresting local
happenings. Next to his famous
journalist wife, John feels like
a nobody.

Marley turns out to be
more of a wild child than the
couple expected. Tearing up
furniture and scaring away
prospective puppy-sitters,
Marley causes more trouble
than any young child. The
untrainable “worst dog ever”
becomes the subject of John’s
humorous columns when he is
promoted to columnist – a
position he does not desire, but
succeeds with.

When John and
Jennifer decide they are ready
to be parents, they worry about
how Marley will behave with
babies in the house. Through
vacations, new jobs, moves, and
arguments, the Grogans realize
that Marley is more than just a
pet – he is a part of their family.

Must-See for Dog
Lovers

By: Sarah Surprenant
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Wilson and Aniston  in Marley
& Me

Crunching guitar leads
and awesome vocals make
Division the best album yet
from the Knoxville band, 10
Years.

From Knoxville,
Tenn., this hard rock band was
formed by drummer Brian
Vodinh, bassist Lewis Cosby,
Guitarists Ryan “Tater”
Johnson, Matt Wantland, and
singer Mike Underdown
sometime in late 1999; they
then recruited Jesse Hassek for
lead vocals in 2002.

Division has an
uncommon album structure; it
follows the same formula as a
story, introducing the conflict,
the climax, and then the
resolution.

 The album starts with
“Actions and Motives”
describing the falsities and
deceitfulness in the world
today, “Don’t get your hands
dirty to kill/Use someone else/
Know all your lies are measured
in hell/I wish you well.” The
chorus is amazing, with the
seventh string kicking in and

driving the melody forward,
“Your Actions and motives/
Bare the cross/Wear the crown/
It’s just some evil you can’t
bleed out.”

Moving
forward, the
song “Drug of
C h o i c e ”
describes the
lack of self
control and
responsibility in
the nation today,
blaming other
people for our
addictions when
we just have to look as far as
ourselves: “We’re so/Weak for/
Blaming persuasion/Live a Life
based/On imitation.”

The apex, “All Your
Lies,” begins during the ending
of the previous song, “Picture
Perfect,” and delves further into
the subject of how government
and mass media twist the truth
to further their own means.
“Smile and give a toast/Brag
and boast/Fool the world with
all of your lies/The parasite’s

host never even knows/Pull the
wool over our eyes.”

The amazing
symphony of emotions comes
to a conclusion with the song

“Proud of
Y o u , ”
describing the
inability to
help someone
even when you
try. “I can’t
watch you
c h o o s e / T o
pour salt in
your wounds/
Now all I know

to do/Is say a prayer for you.”
Division is pure

musical genius; the melody and
instrumental parts are full of
energy and great to crank up
that volume. The lyrics are
complex and thought
provoking. Either way, anytime
is a good time for Division.

You can buy Division
on iTunes as a digital download
or at an entertainment store for
a physical copy. They both run
about $10.
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The teen pop
sensation, Jonas Brothers, has
stepped onto the big screen
with the Feb. 27 premiere of
their movie, Jonas Brothers:
The 3D Concert Experience.
An accompanying soundtrack
album was also released in late
Feb.

The band, comprised
of three real-life brothers,
Nick (16), Joe (19), and Kevin
(21), are “living the dream.”
This year, thus far, they have
performed at the presidential
inauguration festivities and the
Grammys, where the brothers
sang onstage with Stevie
Wonder.

Currently on the list
for the Jonas Brothers is their
3D movie. According to E!,
the movie has already grossed
$12.7 million in the first
weekend, while playing on
approximately 1,200 screens

Jonas Brothers: Full 3D Experience
By: Tiffany Berard

in the United States. Most
theatres reported sold-out
shows for opening night.

A representative from
Showcase Cinema De Lux in
Foxboro, Mass. stated that girls
had been lined up for tickets
and the theatre had to add extra
showtimes to accommodate the
demand.

On opening night at
Cinema De Lux, the
atmosphere outside the theatre
was indescribable. Exiting the
building were groups of girls
adorned with homemade “I
Love Jonas” T-shirts and
painted faces.

Screams of
excitement could be heard from
the mobs of girls. Could the
movie be that good?

The film opened with
a “Beatlesesque” fan chase
scene where mobs of girls run
after the three brothers – then
the real concert film starts.

So here’s the deal —
the movie, The Bucket List, only
had a chance of doing well by
slapping the names Morgan
Freeman and Jack Nicholson on
the cover. I must admit, I, too,
fell into this trap and put the
shiny disk into my DVD player
with the thought that this would
be a prize-winning movie after
barely skimming the synopsis
on the still plastic static back
cover.

The general idea is
two terminally ill hospital
patients decide to return to the

world and complete things
they’ve always wanted before
they die, which is compiled on
a crumpled-up piece of legal
pad paper and dubbed “The
Bucket List.” The hard-working
father, Carter (Freeman) and the
lonesome millionaire, Edward
(Nicholson), do cliché (and
costly) excursions around the
world in an attempt to make the
most of their shortening life
spans.

I think if I watched the
movie with two lead actors I’ve
never heard of, I could consider

it overall, not a bad flick.
However, it’s hard to start any
movie without some sort of
expectation if you recognize the
faces on the cover. I expected
more than a friendship comedy
from both Freeman and
Nicholson, but you know what,
I didn’t shut it off, look away
or blog hateful words about it
after the credits rolled.

It was a decent PG-13
movie produced by Alan
Greisman, nothing more,
nothing less. Will it be on
Freeman or Nicholson’s top

achievement’s list? Probably
not. Did close to the end of the
97 minutes I say, “Die already”
to myself? Faintly, but yes. Will
I buy the DVD? Not unless it’s
on sale.

This movie asked one
question no other movie has
before and it was the reason I
considered it worth the watch.
One line Nicholson randomly
said to Freeman, in that
confused way only Nicholson
can pull off, was, “Were you
born with those freckles?”

Movie Poster for The Bucket
List
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The Bucket List
By: Amber Thomas

The movie Wanted,
directed by Timur
Bekmambetov and released in
2008, is based in modern times,
but is about a fraternity of
assassins, which has existed for
over a thousand years. The
movie is centered around the
main character, Wesley Gibson,
(James Macvoy) who learns his
father was a professional
assassin.

  Gibson is also
capable of being a professional
assassin, so instead of
continuing his boring office
cubicle life, he joins the
fraternity of assassins to find
out who he is.

Wesley is trained by
the assassins, mainly by Fox
(Angelina Jolie), and goes
through many brutal and tough
tests that often leave him
wounded. He also learns how to
bend bullets through the air and

shoot the wings off a fly. After
his training, Sloan (Morgan
Freeman) sends Wesley on a
mission to kill the man who
killed his father.

 He learns the man he
was sent to kill is actually his
father, so Wesley turns against
the fraternity of assassins and
fights back, hoping to kill
Sloan.

A gun battle breaks
out between the Assassins and
Wesley, leaving Wesley and a
handful of assassins alive.
Wesley confronts Sloan, and
learns the truth behind why the
Fraternity ordered the death of
his father.

The film leaves
viewers wondering what
happens next, and if there is
going to be a sequel. The action
scenes, however, do seem very
far fetched, for example, in the
beginning Fox and Wesley are
pursued by Wesley’s father, and

to escape they flip their car over
a city bus.

The movie is action-
packed through-out the film,
and also leaves viewers
surprised how events actually
turn out, from beginning to end.

The movie, rated R, is
best for action lover fans. It’s
currently out on DVD, and can
be found at any department
store that sells DVDs. Prices
may vary. The movie length is
approximately 110 minutes, and
was produced by Marc Platt.
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Picture of the movie cover,
Wanted

Wanted
By: Nathan Slattery

Division
By: Anthony Felos

Continued on page 11
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The cameras follow
the brothers through a typical
day, including rehearsing and
performing in front of
thousands of screaming fans.
The movie, mostly filmed
during the Madison Square
Garden show in N.Y., also
includes clips from other
venues.

During the movie, the
audience feels like they are
onstage with the band. Joe and
Nick do various gymnastic flips
and Kevin performs his
infamous guitar spin. The 3D
technology is so state-of-the-
art, that at one point the
audience reaches out trying to
catch Joe’s sunglasses as they
fly off the screen.

Taylor Swift and Demi
Lovato, two other young
singers, also make appearances.
The Jonas Brothers’ music is so
catchy it had the audience
singing and dancing in the aisles
of the theatre.

Songs such as “B.B.
Good” and “Love is on its Way”
are played. Both are included
on their 14 song soundtrack,
which recently debuted at #3 on
the Billboard Top 200.

The movie will be in
theatres for a limited time only,
but there is no need to worry as
tickets to see them live at the
TD Banknorth Garden this
summer will be available in late
March when they embark on a
world tour.

Jonas Brothers: Full 3D Experience cont. from page 10

Poster from the Jonas Brothers’ 3D movie
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Rocker Has Beat, but no Rhythm
By: Amber Thomas

Jon Land’s Strong
Enough to Die combines the
idea of corrupt government,
terrorism, organized crime and
the law into a
thrilling tale
featuring a
Texas Ranger
— Caitlin
Strong. The
novel is a
blend of
action, drama
and romance,
with many plot
twists and
epiphanies.

Once
the main
c h a r a c t e r ,
S t r o n g ’ s
husband, is
found in a center

for torture survivors, after being
presumed dead, Strong

b e c o m e s
w i l d l y
o b s e s s e d
w i t h
finding her
husband’s
t o r t u r e r s
and making
them pay.
She is
accompanied
by a man
w h o
n o r m a l l y
operates on
the wrong
side of the
law.

Compelling Enough to Read
By: Meg Harvey

M
eg

 H
ar

ve
y

Cover of Strong Enough
to Die

20th Century Hero
By: Felicia Connolly

As Strong battles with
her past, which she is fixated on
overcoming, she is engulfed in
a war with the government as
well as with her emotions. The
reader cannot help but feel
affected by how passionate
Strong is when fighting for her
beliefs.

In the meantime,
another character, Cort Wesley
Masters, finds out what it’s
really like to fight for
something. The decisions he
makes after he gets out of “the
walls” will permanently alter
his sons’ (and his) lives forever.
He will learn what having
someone to care about can do
to change his choices.

Readers will be unable
to put this book down as they
struggle to find out what the evil
“He is an energetic person and
he writes very creative novels,”
said Justin Torres (12).

“I really liked Jon
Land because he was very
confident in his work,” said
Carmen Vignoni (12).

Jon Land, a creative
genius, has written almost thirty
books and a few screenplays.
Some of his most compelling
novels are: The Pillars of
Solomon, The Last Prophesy,
Keepers of the Gate, and The
Gamma Option. The most
recent is The Seven Sins which
revolves around Las Vegas.
Keep an eye out for Strong
Enough to Die coming to
bookstores this summer.

Into The Wild  DVD
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REVIEWS CONTINUED

The Rocker, aka
Robert “Fish” Fishman, played
by Rainn Wilson, was once on
his way to rock and roll glory.
That was until his ‘80’s band
mates kicked him out in
exchange for a record deal.
Twenty years later, Fish is just
as bitter as the day he was
booted and lives his life
constantly thinking “What if?”

But when there is a sad
beginning for a main character,
there is usually a second chance
15 to 20 minutes later. Fish is
fired from his job and moves in
with his tough-loving sister and
her family.

Days later, the sulking
rocker’s nerdy nephew, Matt
(Josh Gad), convinces him to
return to the drums and play
with his band at prom. From
there, his excitement returns
and his passion for a second
chance at stardom gives him
new energy.

The Rocker, has a
typical rags-to-riches theme and
much of it is anticipated.
Overall, however, the flick was
decent, but Wilson’s portrayal
of the character Fish was
overdone. Even Amelia, the
grim, unsmiling bassist played

by Emma Stone, gave off more
laughs than Wilson.

One of my wishes a
half hour into the movie was

that producers Shawn Levy and
Tom McNulty had chosen Jack
Black to play Fish. Black would
have given more laughs than
with just funny faces.

This movie has the
perfect blend of dreams,
romance, jokes and eighties
hair-dos, which will make it
either stand out or fall in with
the rest of the PG-13
blockbusters.

The supporting
characters however were cast
brilliantly. Teddy Geiger, who

played the dark and broody lead
singer, Curtis, stole the show
with his soulful lines and
brilliantly raspy singing.

Director Peter
Cattaneo seemed to capture
the appeal of Geiger’s dark
looks to his advantage and
adding a whole new audience
to the box office sum —
teenage girls. But Cattaneo
didn’t seem to realize that a
classic theme of boy meets
world isn’t enough to
captivate an audience for 110
minutes.

 Curtis’ young
mother, Kim (Christina
Applegate), had just the right
amount of sarcasm and spirit

to be the band’s chaperone.
Annoyingly, lots of

unfinished story threads, such
as Kim and Fish’s hostile
attraction and Curtis’ desire that
his father will find him. I waited
from the very beginning to see
the introduction of the paternal
character but it never came, nor
did a worthy finality of Curtis
and Amelia’s goo-goo eyes.

Although The Rocker
makes a suitable date movie, in
no way at all can I say it rocked.

Advertizing poster for The Rocker <
z.

ab
ou

t.
co

m
/d

/m
ov

ie
s/

1/
0/

L
/v

/R
/t

he
ro

ck
er

po
st

er
.j

pg
>

corporation running the
operation, MacArthur-Rain
really manufactures, who the
real villains are, and what they
are really after.

Land was kind enough
to share this novel before it was
available in stores, with the
journalism and creative writing
classes at AHS. The book is
called an ARC, or advanced
reading copy.

Students in Ms.
Adeline Bee’s classes were
excited about meeting a famous
author. “Jon Land is very
professional but he is a
goofball, and he acts like a
teenager,” said Devin Goyette
(12).

11

In the spring of 1992,
Chris McCandless (played by
Emile Hirsch in Sean Penn’s
Into the Wild), an Emory high
honors graduate, sent a
postcard to friend Wayne
Westerberg ending with “Now
I walk into the wild.” Then he
began his solo journey into the
Alaskan wilderness at age 24.

He would never
return to civilization because
he died in August 1992 from
starvation. However, it is not
the end that makes
McCandless’ life great; it was
his journey and the man he
was.

M c C a n d l e s s ’
biography, Into the Wild, was
written by Jon Krakauer, the
author of Into Thin Air.
Published in 1996, it covers
McCandless’ journey in detail.
During the summer after

graduating from high school, he
took a summer voyage along
the West Coast, returning to
attend college. Four years later,
however, he traveled mostly on
foot from S.D. to Wash. for two
years before embarking on his
“great Alaskan voyage,” and
adopting the name Alexander
Supertramp.

His voyage included
him living almost entirely off
the land and far from society.
He cut off all ties to family, not
even writing to his parents, with
whom he often disagreed, or his
younger sister Carine, who he
was particularly close to.

In April 1992
Supertramp hitchhiked into
Fairbanks, Alaska with truck
driver Jim Gallien, the last man
to see him alive. Gallien was

concerned about Chris’s lack of
supplies, but could do nothing
to convince Alex to turn around
and end his journey before it
began. In late summer,
McCandless’ body, weighing a
mere sixty-seven pounds, was
found in an abandoned bus, No.
142, which he had spent the

majority of his time in Alaska
inhabiting.

There are two
opinions about McCandless and
his life’s journey. Some people
see him as ignorant and say the
cause of his death was
arrogance.

However, McCand-
less was not uninformed as
people say; he was trained by a
co-worker in S.D. to hunt using
specific forms of preserving
meat. Chris was taught how to
“smoke” the meat, instead of
preserving it with ice. Others
view him as a hero. His dislike
for the inner-workings of
government and society and his
persistence to live life on his
own, without the help of
materials, impacted the lives of
many people.

Krakauer captures
the intense relationships
between McCandless and
those he encountered during
his voyage and how much he
affected their daily lives. Ron
Franz, played by Hal
Holbrook, was one such
character. McCandless
convinced the elderly man to
let go of his boring routine and
lead a life appreciating nature.
Equally, Sean Penn ties in
moving instrumentals and
original camera shots that
reflect why McCandless was
so attached to nature —
because it’s beautiful, peaceful
and pure.

Both the book and
movie (148 minutes, rated R
for language and some nudity),
are moving pieces of modern-
day media. This is must-see
film about someone who made
an effort to live life freely.
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Sarah Monse (10)

GSA Coffee House Poet Adam Stone AHS Grad Ryan “Acre” Lovely Slam Master Caroline
Kennedy

Poetry Workshop - Attleboro Arts MuseumInteract Club VolunteersPoetry workshop

Poetry Slam
& GSA/

Intervention Club
Coffee House

Kalila Darkstar (11) Kennedy directing students Coordinator Amelia Doogan (12)

AHS students at poetry workshop GSA audience Poetry Slam workshop

Stone teaching Sarah Surprenant (12) Kennedy performing
12
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According to AHS English teacher Mr. Patrick Parker, prom was originally meant to prepare high school students for their future wedding days.
Now, it is seen as the biggest social event for every junior and senior’s school year.The four to five hour long dance takes weeks or even months of
preparation, especially for girls who, not only need to schedule hair, nail and makeup appointments, but also find the perfect dress, shoes and date for
their special night.  This guide for prom preparation includes the best ways to stand out on your special night, and ensure you look and feel your best.

Primp for Prom
By: Kayla Castro

Dress the Part
Finding the perfect

dress and tuxedo to match can
be the most crucial part of
preparation. Many girls have
nightmares about seeing their
dress on someone else.
Duplicate dresses can be very
preventable, if girls find the
right places to shop.

Vintage styles are
completely fashionable and the
special thing about shopping
vintage is the elimination of
anyone sharing your special
dress on prom night. Circa,
located on 73 Cove St. in New
Bedford, Mass., has an
enormous selection of
matchless formal dresses that
range from the 20s to the 80s.
Circa provides apparel for
movie filmings so their
collection is very large and
high-quality.

For more traditional
prom dresses with a very
modern and elegant twist
Taunton’s New York Lace
Bridal Salon is the perfect spot.
Many dresses at New York Lace
are rare finds and the salon is
just far enough away to help
ensure your dress isn’t worn by
someone else on prom night.
New York Lace is located in
downtown Taunton Mass. at 89
Main St. For store hours and
more information visit their
website at <www.nylace.com>.

Big cities are ideal for
formal dress shopping.
Boston’s Newbury St. has many
boutiques with great dresses for
every occasion. Betsey Johnson
is a very trendy designer with a
large selection of shorter
dresses that are unique, fun and
perfect for prom. Some of the
collections can be viewed on
<www.betseyjohnson.com>.
Betsey Johnson party dresses
range from $300 to $400. Also
visit Thayer St. in Providence
and stop by Zu Zu’s Petals, a
small dress shop with both long
and short formal dresses that are
very distinctive, classic and
cute.

“For girls it’s a lot
more stressful, I mean all I have
to do is take a shower and put a
tux on,” says AHS student Chris
Em (12) regarding preparing for
prom.

Finding an affordable,
comfortable and snazzy tux to
wear is key in every boy’s prom
preparation. Mr. Tux in
Emerald Square Mall and
Robert’s Tuxedo in S. Attleboro
both have large selections of
designer tuxes and many colors
in vests and ties to match every
girl’s dress. Tux rentals start at
just $59.99. Make sure to visit
the store and order ahead of
time to assure your choice of
tux will arrive on time.

Shoe Tips
Finding the perfect

shoes for formal attire can be
tricky; there are so many colors
and styles to choose from. If
you’re wearing a shorter dress
to prom, go big on the shoes.
With long dresses, find what’s
most affordable and more
importantly comfortable. When
your dress is long, everyone’s
attention is on the dress, and not
the barely visible shoes.

At times strappy shoes
can appear tacky, but peep toe
and closed toe heels can be
extremely classy and attention
grabbing. Many of these styles
can be found at Thom Brown
located in Providence Place
Mall in an array of sizes.

Depending on the
designer or specialty of the
shoe, formal shoes normally
range from $50 to $100.  Thom
Brown’s shoe selection is fun
and colorful. If your dress is
more on the plain side, don’t be
afraid to find a fun shoe with a
large bow or other details to add
the perfect touch to your outfit.

Most tux rentals
include a pair of dress shoes,
but dress shoes aren’t always
comfortable to dance in, and no
girl wants her date dancing in
his socks. If you are feeling
stylish, try wearing a pair of
clean Converse All Stars in
black or white. The look can
appear classic. Low top All
Stars can be found at Journeys
for $39.99.

Accessorize
Accessories can make

or break any outfit. Jewelry
should be used at a minimum.
Dresses with halter tops or
detailed tops don’t need
necklaces. Try a metallic bangle
and a bold pair of earrings.
Dangling earrings get caught in
your hair and can be distracting,
so try to avoid them.

Forever 21 has a big
selection of great jewelry. They
have many unique bangles
starting at $4 and great large
stud earrings from just $2. Try
either a plain or detailed thick
gold chained necklace to add
the perfect touch to a strapless
dress that needs an extra push.
Vintage styled floral and
feathered jewelry is big this
season and can really
compliment formal dresses.

While at Forever 21,
check out their bow, floral and
feather head pieces. The head
bands are available in various
styles and colors that could be
an ideal addition to a great prom
do. Each head piece ranges
from $1.50 to just $8.80.

Hair
Balancing your hair

with your dress is an important
factor in choosing a hair style.
With strapless dresses or ones
with very open chest and
necklines, a long, let down hair
style is perfect. It takes the
attention away from your bare
shoulders and balances your
complete look.

For girls with shorter
hair, 18" human hair extensions
can be purchased for under $50
at Sally’s Beauty on 287
Washington St. in S. Attleboro.
Extensions can be attached with
hair glue or sewed on tracks that
can also be purchased at Sally’s.
Most hair dressers will also
attach previously purchased
extensions  to your hair for
reasonable prices.

Finding a great place
to get your hair done for prom
can be difficult, but not
anymore. Dellaria Salon in
Emerald Square Mall and
Vanessa A Hair Salon on 730
Central Ave. in Pawtucket, RI
are two modern hair salons with
trendy hair stylists who create
the perfect up do or classic hair
style for prom. Whether you
bring in a photo or discuss what
you want there, you are sure to
be guaranteed a great hair style

when you leave. Up do styles
average $60.
Makeup Perfect

Having the perfect
complexion and bold eyes is
very important on prom night.
For girls who aren’t really great
at bringing out their features by
doing their makeup themselves,
check out Providence Place
Mall’s Sephora and the MAC
cosmetic counter in Nordstrom.

Sephora and M.A.C
both set up free makeup
appointments with a purchase
of any makeup product. So, for
a $12 lip gloss at M.A.C, you

Limo that seats ten costs $75/
hr with an additional $100 set-
up and prep fee. Pristine
Limousine on 508 Washington
St. in Attleboro and Emerald
Square Limousine on 38
Washington St. in Plainville
also have great competitive
deals on prom packages and
offers free quotes over the
telephone.
After Prom

After prom, should be
just as fun as the prom itself.
Gather a group of friends
together and decide on an after
prom location. You could go to
breakfast or hang out at a
friends house.

The safest way to end
your prom night is to avoid
underage drinking and other
dangerous activities. Students
who chose to consume alcohol
after the prom should be aware
of the consequences they could
face for breaking the law. Make
sure to remember the old adage,
“Never leave a drink
unattended.” Also remind
yourself and friends to never
drive after consuming any
alcohol, find a place to stay the
night, to guarantee no one gets
behind the wheel.

To assure complete
safety always make sure you
have a friend with you, who
never leaves your side. No one
should be left alone at any point
in the night, whether it is to
sleep or walk around.
Following these rules will allow
everyone to have a good time
after prom.

This guide has all the
tips, places and ideas you need
to know to have a perfect prom
night. The rest is up to you.

Raquel Guilherme
wearing Terani
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can have your makeup done by
one of their many talented
makeup artists who are
extremely friendly and amazing
at what they do. Call ahead to
book an appointment to ensure
a place in their quickly filled
schedules.

Buying a lipstick or lip
gloss as your required purchase
on the day of prom allows you
to re apply your lip color
throughout the night to ensure
you are always looking your
best for every photo
opportunity. Also, try out a pair
of M.A.C or Sephora’s
reasonably priced false lashes.
For about $11 you can attract
tons of attention to your
gorgeous eyes with a pair of
bold but natural lashes.

Arrive in Style
Spending money on a

limousine or fancy trans-
portation seems pointless to
some. Arriving in style can
include borrowing your uncle’s
Jaguar for the night, renting an
affordable classic car for just
you and your date, or taking
your aunt’s large SUV with a
group of your friends. Don’t
feel obligated to arrive in fancy
transportation; if it’s not
affordable, any ride to prom can
be made enjoyable with a
simple mix CD of dance songs.

For those who do want
to rent a limo or party bus,
finding the best and more
affordable place is the trick.

Black Coach Limo, on
30 S. Washington St. in N.
Attleboro has many choices and
great deals for limo rentals. A
package for a Lincoln Stretch

Vanessa Guilherme wearing Ouma
custom prom dress
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Off to prom
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The Black History
Month project during the last
week of February was an
attempt to increase students’
and faculty’s awareness of the
role of African Americans in
American history. The project
goal was to stimulate
conversation among the
Attleboro school community.
This project was faculty
supported and student driven.

A huge thank you to
the following individuals for
their hard work in putting
together multiple exhibits
throughout Attleboro High

School in Honor of Black
History.

Attleboro High
School Principal Jeffrey
Newman, Adjustment
Counselors Mr. Claudel
Francoeur and Mrs. Jennifer
Lee, faculty members Mrs.
Donna-Marie Shirman, Mr.
Tobey Reed, and AHS students
(left to right): Mac Belin,
Shaquill Charles, Stephen
Edmonds, Amanda Jean
Barney, Joe Lazzerini, Nate
Chou, and Eva Nuahn. Not in
picture: Rachael Daley, and
Kiara Gravel.Black History Project

It’s everywhere: on the streets, in fast food places and
schools. Litter is turning into a new world wide epidemic becoming
dangerously overlooked by society.

People carelessly throw things on the ground thinking it
will someday decompose and disappear forever, not causing any
harm. Little do they know this thought isn’t reliable. According
to nomoretrash.com, it takes a long time for trash and food to
decompose into the earth unless it is cleaned up (<http://
mdc.mo.gov/nomoretrash/facts/>).

“Cleaning up litter costs hundreds to thousands of dollars
to clean up. That money could be used elsewhere for more
important things,” said Officer Robert Hale.

A simple aluminum can takes 200-500 years to
decompose, whereas a banana peel can take up to a month to

decompose. A plastic bag, one of the major contributors of litter
takes around 500 years to decompose in landfills. (<http://
www.slate.com/id/2169287/>). There are many ways to prevent waste
buildup in towns, but most are common sense.

“Sometimes, if I am not near a trash barrel and I am on a
main road, I place the trash on the ground. I don’t feel bad after
because I usually don’t realize the harm I’m doing to the
environment,” said Kendra Uriot (10).

Litter is caused by those who are too lazy to correctly throw
out trash. Other people, however, are trying to do little things to
prevent themselves and others from littering.

“I don’t litter because it’s bad for the earth and harmful for
animals. Inedible things such as plastic, cans and shopping bags are
destructive to animals and can kill them,” said Robyn Wamboldt
(11).

Another major contributor to littering is cigarettes. Smokers
are forced to smoke outside public places and work areas. When
they are done, some throw the butts on the ground and step on them
to put them out.

On Whyquit.com, the title which makes a lot of sense, is
“Mother Earth is Not an Ashtray.” The article says there are two
billion cigarette butts littered every day. One way to avoid littering
cigarettes is locating cigarette waste receptacles outside of every
industry (<http://whyquit.com/whyquit/A_Butts.html>).

“Instead of throwing your cigarette butts on the ground, a
smoker could buy a portable ash-tray that holds in the smell of stale
cigarettes, or they could use a butt-can and empty it when it gets
full,” said Devin Goyette (12).

Littering can be prevented if everyone lends a helping hand.
The world is not a trash can; it’s a home.

Littering
By: Katelyn DeLaurier
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Planning on going to
college and need some money?
Now is the time to start
applying for scholarships,
which are monetary awards to
attend college. The value
ranges from $500 to $ 30,000.

The amount awarded
to the applicant depends on the
type of criteria, such as: merit,
need, sociology, institution, or
general.

 Merit is determined
by a student’s
academic ability. The
value varies on how
motivated the student
is. The larger-based
scholarships are
usually merit based.

 Need scholarships are
financial aid based
and for students
whose families are in
difficult financial
situations. Such
scholarships cover
most or all tuition and
living costs.

 S o c i o l o g y
scholarships require
the applicant to be

qualified based on
race or religion. After
filling out the ethnicity
portion of the
s c h o l a r s h i p ,
additional factors such
as identification,
background checks,
and grade point
average determine
final applicants.

 I n s t i t u t i o n a l
scholarships are given
by a specific college
the student plans on
attending.

 General scholarships
through sponsoring
organizations are
awarded to students.
Certain businesses
provide the funding or
some companies give
scholarships to
employees’ children.
Some scholarships

have a “bond” requirement
where the applicant must work
for a certain employer for a
specific period of time and
repay the value of the
scholarship. Teacher training

and health education
scholarships often work this
way.

“Times are tough,
do the research and see what
you can be eligible for,” said
Grade 12 guidance
counselor Ms. Joanne
DiRamo.

“The economy is in
rough shape, there is less
money out there for students
to compete. Scholarships
help fill the gap,” said grade
12 guidance counselor Mr.
Andrew Parrillo.

“Scholarships are a
very important source of
income to college students,”
said substitute aide Mrs. Nancy
Duclos.

There are thousands of
scholarships such as National
Merit Scholarships, which are
awarded on a state
representational basis.

“Scholarships help
take away the burden from our
parents; in these bad times they
also help us go to college,” said
Joey Lazerinni (11).

“It is not fair that so
many scholarships are need-
based because I got no financial

aid even though I am paying for
college myself. I need
scholarships to be able to go to
college, but my options are
limited,” said Kristie Armitage
(12).

The Attleboro
Scholarship Foundation
Scholarship Grants supply AHS
students with grant money. The
Truman scholarship is a good
award for juniors. Local
scholarship information can be
found at the guidance office or
through non-profit
organizations, community
foundations, schools, or
universities.

Scholarship 101
By: Justin Torres

 “Scholarships are
useful because they help
provide support for your
education and give you money
for college,” said Ben Skerker
(12).

“Scholarships are a
great way to acquire extra
money for college,” said Liz
Girczyc (12).

Additional scholarship
information can be found on
various websites such as
Meritaid.com or Fastweb.com.

Do not wait, head on
down to the House 12 office and
grab an application today.

College applications
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