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9 of the 2010 AHS attendees at Boys and
Girls State

Since 1935, juniors in
the top ten percent of their class
have had a tremendous
opportunity. Each June,
students are able to be a part of
the Boys and Girls State
Leadership program hosted by
the American Legion.

Students will meet
other top tier students from
around the state, develop
leadership skills, and compete
to earn scholarships. Famous
alumni of the Boys and Girls
State programs include Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid,
conservative talk radio host
Rush Limbaugh, President Bill
Clinton, and former governor of
Arkansas and presidential
candidate Mike Huckabee.

Boys and Girls State
will be held at Stonehill College
in North Easton. Boys State is
June 12-18 and Girls State is
June 13-18. All the students
attending will miss a week of
school.

“It’s basically an
exercise in civics where
students are given the
opportunity to play the different
parts of municipal government
and develop leadership traits,”
said tenth grade guidance
counselor Mr. Mike Janicki.

The seniors who
attended last year were
enthusiastic about their
experiences at both Boys State
and Girls State.

“Boys State was an
extremely worthwhile
experience,” said Billy Brown
(12). “I learned a ton about state
government and made a lot of
friends. I highly recommend
this program.”

“Girls State was the
highlight of my junior year,”
said Meagan Fuller (12).
“Although the week was based
on local and state government I
enjoyed the camaraderie with
girls from all over the state.
Girls State provided a great
opportunity to gain leadership
skills beyond high school
setting.”

Recently, more girls
have been accepted into the

program, and so more funding
is directed into Girls State.
Historically, Boys State was the
original benefactors of this
program.

“Boys State was a
great experience; the
environment there was great,”
said Alex Frezza (12). “The
activities and people each
helped me to understand more
of the duties of the government
and why each person in the
community should do their part
in making it better.”

Eleventh grade
guidance counselors Danielle
Fluehr and Sharon Lamoureux
are working hard to ensure
Boys and Girls State are a
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Boys and Girls State
By: Andrew Meehan

success and that the attending
students are prepared.

“The ultimate goal of
participating in Boys and Girls
State is a full scholarship and
to be a MASS representative
to the Boys and Girls States
in Washington D.C.,” said
Fluehr, adding, “This is an all
expense paid conference for
top students sponsored by the
American Legion posts,
Women’s Auxiliary, and South
Attleboro Village Lions.
Eleven students were selected
by members of these
organizations based on their
leadership potential.”

Once they arrive,
students will form political
parties and host party
conventions. They then run for
office and give speeches,
simulating the real political
experience. Positions include
United States senator,
governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, attorney
general, and auditor.

The students
selected for Boys State were
juniors Jeremy Fodaski,
Chanpiseth Heng, and
Thomas Murphy. Students
attending Girls State are
juniors Lauren Annese, Amy
Cao, Kaileen Hand, Christy
Ros, Sarah Scales, Jenna
Shellard, Stacie St. Louis, and
Victoria Wagner.

Val/Sal

By: Amanda Correllus

Melanie and Tiffany

The pressure had been
on for months and the finish line
was finally in sight, the reward
– Valedictorian and
Salutatorian.

Melanie Thibeault,
Tiffany Berard, David Stevens
and David Trauffer have been
fighting for the top spots since
they first entered Attleboro
High School. However, David

Trauffer changed schools
leaving the others to work
their hardest to maintain
the highest GPA.

After a close
race, the results were
decided. On April 28,
2010 at Awards Night,
Melanie Thibeault and
Tiffany Berard were
announced as the
Valedictorian and
Salutatorian of the AHS
2010 class.

M e l a n i e
Thibeault had a 103.07
GPA, after taking difficult
classes such as AP
Language and
Composition, AP U.S.

History, AP Literature and
Composition, and AP
Chemistry.

Thibeault has been an
active member of the
community over the past four
years. She has been a member
of the Leo Club since first
entering the school, and is
graduating as the 2010 Leo
Club president. Thibeault has
also been a large participant in
Amnesty International and
SADD. She was inducted into
the  National Honor Society,
and the Quill and Scroll, the

International Honorary Society
for High School Journalists.

Published in The Sun
Chronicle countless times over
the past three years. Thibeault
also won the coveted Andrea
Soucy Excellence in Journalism
Award.

She also recently
became a member of the AHS
Drama Club by working on the
stage crew in their latest
production, The Wizard of OZ.
Accomplishing a lot over the
past four years, Thibeault’s
honors reflect her hard work.

She plans on keeping
her plate full by working over
the summer at the law offices
of Higgins, Cavanaugh, and
Cooney and will attend
Connecticut College majoring
in English in September.
Thibeault works hard at
everything she does and
everyone she knows agrees. She
“always gets things done early”
according to Jen Tella (12).
Thibeault has always worked
her hardest to receive high
grades and do well in school.
“She doesn’t procrastinate and
she works hard,” said Bianca
Carreiro (12).

Her teachers agree she
has worked hard and achieved

a lot. She “is a one of a kind
student,” according to AP
Chemistry teacher Mrs.
Botsford-Milne.

Tiffany Berard, the
salutatorian, had a GPA of
102.14. She has taken AP
classes such as AP English, AP
physics, AP calculus and others.
Berard has worked hard for the
past four years, but not only in
the class room; she has been an
active participant in the AHS
Drama Club and has been in
every musical since her
freshman year. “Tiffany is a
hard worker, and is dedicated
to everything she does,” said
Drama coach and AP Physics
teacher Mr. Peter Tarsi.

Berard has also been
a constant contributor to the
Eagle’s Eye and The Sun
Chronicle and has helped make
a difference at the high school
by tutoring and facilitating
RSVP. Berard loves horses and
even owns a miniature one,
something she wrote an article
about. She does a lot of
volunteer work involving
horses, such as helping to care
for horses at the James Trail
Farm, and helping children
prepare for horse competitions.

Cont. on page 2
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She will be attending Boston
College majoring in Business
Administration in September.

Berard “has worked
hard and deserves this
accomplishment,” said Leslie
Duclos (12).

Her classmates have
also noticed over the years that
she has had a “good work ethic
and been conscientious,” said
Mike Sullivan (12).

Through all of her
accomplishments, she has
remained “humble” according
to Billy Brown (12). “Tiffany
is a dedicated and hardworking
member of the class of 2010,”
said senior class advisor Mrs.
Larson.

“Both Melanie and
Tiffany are brilliant students.
They don’t complain about the

heavy load they’ve chosen; they
simply complete the
assignment. Somewhere along
the way, they learned the lesson
that if a job is worth doing, it’s
worth doing well, and that’s
how they both work. I am so
very proud of them and wish
both of them much success in
their chosen fields. I expect to
see Melanie writing for the New
York Times one day and maybe
Tiffany will be heading up her
own company. Hopefully they
will stay in touch,” said
Journalism teacher Ms. Adeline
Bee.

Both girls have
accomplished a lot through out
their high school careers and
will continue to succeed and
follow their dreams.

Val/ Sal, continued from page 1

Stephen Almeida shows off his medals

Winning the Gold, Silver and Bronze
By: Kelsey Sheehan and Amanda Terreault

On Tuesday, May 18 the Special
Olympics were held at North
Attleboro High School, and
students from AHS participated
and volunteered in the event.

The students in Ms.
Karen Spina’s and Mr. Arthur
Hapenny’s classes won several
awards in events such as the 100
meter dash, 50 meter dash,
softball throw, and 50 meter
walk.

Fallon Dean (12) won
two gold medals. Thai Lam (11)
and Brian Foss (11) won a silver
and a gold, and Brit Boucher
(10) won a gold and a bronze.

Jackie Saylors (11)
said, “It was fun. I’m excited for
next year. I got two gold
medals.”

Ibi Ayab (11), who also
won two gold medals, liked
“running and the softball throw.
The hotdogs were good.”

Sarah Webbs (11) won
two silver medals. She said, “I

was excited. I didn’t think I
could do one of the events —
the 50 meter dash — but in the
end I did good and got two
silver medals.”

Kaitlyn Phillips (11)
said, “I liked seeing friends
from my old school, Brennan.
My favorite was the softball
throw.”

Matthew Chariter (11)
said, “I liked seeing all my old
friends. The walk was the best
because it was easier.”

“I got a gold in the 100
meter dash and a bronze in the
softball throw,” Zach Howe
(10) said.

Corey Benson (9)
liked “the softball throw.
Racing was my favorite. I got a
silver medal in the 100 meter
dash and a different gold
medal.”

Stephen Almeida (11)
won a gold medal in the 100
meter dash and a bronze in the

50 meter dash. “I liked running
the 50 meter run and just having
a good time with the kids. I
liked having a fun time. I think
it’s awesome,” Almeida said.

Carly Paras (9) won a
silver medal in both the softball
throw and 50 meter dash.
Paras’s favorite parts were
“running and softball.”

Mark Garro-
Emmanuel (11) won a silver
medal in the softball throw and
a bronze in the 100 meter dash.

Sophomore brothers
Kyle and John Titus, won gold
medals in both the softball
throw and 50 meter dash. “I like
the running,” Kyle said.

John said his favorite
part was “the softball throw.”

Sarah Vincent (9) won
a gold medal in the softball
throw and a bronze in the 50
meter walk.

“I loved it. It was very
well organized. The kids have
a ball,” Spina said. Her favorite
part was the opening ceremony.
“I loved seeing all the kids from
different schools,” she added.

I.L.A. Ms. Jaqueline
DaSilva said, “I like the
dedication to Barbara Scherer.
She was the Special Education
teacher for 35 years at the
middle schools.”

“I thought it went very
well. There were a few missing
components, however,
including the normal fanfare
that we have at AHS,” Ms. Judy
Colliteo, who accompanied the
kids of AHS to the Special
Olympics, said. “The mayor
didn’t talk and they didn’t have
a student give the athlete’s oath.
Other than that, it was very well
organized; each event had its
own award tent. The weather
was beautiful, not too hot and
not pouring rain.”

Haypenny added, “We
have the majority of the kids
who participate. Since it was a
smaller venue, there were some
differences, but the kids had a
good time.”

Physical Education
teacher Mr. Steve Santos said,
“As a coach, it was hard to get
from one place to another due
to the location. It’s too spread
out over there, but I thought it
went real well.”

The participants
received T-shirts the following
Friday to congratulate them on
their success in the competition.
All participants were happy to
show off their
accomplishments.
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We’re Not in Kansas Anymore

By: Nicole Dotzenrod

Cast members of the AHS spring musical The Wizard of Oz

The AHS Drama Club and
Music Department brought L.
Frank Baum’s The Wizard of Oz
to life at the Bray Auditorium
in early April. Preformed in
tribute to last year’s seventieth
anniversary of the beloved
story, the musical closely
followed the classic movie, but
had a few surprises for the
audience members, including
the musical selection “The
Jitterbug,” which was cut from
the movie. The show also
included beloved songs from
the original movie.

“It was added because
we felt the show needed another
full-chorus number and we felt
we could handle it,” said
Tiffany McWilliams (10), who
played Glinda the Good Witch.
“The show went really well and
was a wonderful experience and
opportunity for everyone.”

“I thought it was great.
The best part of working on a
show like this, or any show, is
seeing the growth the cast
makes from beginning to end.
It’s always interesting to see
where they end up. The growth
is huge. To me, that’s the most
important part,” said Mr. Gary
Hyman, the director of the
orchestra and vocals.

The musical also
included comedy that was not
in the movie. “Laughter is a
great way to capture the
audience’s attention,” said Jon
Howard (12), who played the
Scarecrow in need of a brain.

“The comic relief in
the show was generated from
the cast themselves and how
they chose to play their own
characters,” said Hyman.

The AHS cast was
assisted by middle school
students to play the roles of

munchkins and Ozian monkeys.

Hyman worked with
Mr. Pete Tarsi who was stage
and technical director. Joy
Geyson was choreographer and
C.J. Landram was in charge of
costume design and
management.

“A show like The
Wizard of Oz has characters,
images, and lines that the
audience expects. In some cases
they were shocked and
surprised how we actually did
it,” said Tarsi.

“Musical theater is the
only art that incorporates all of
the others. You have the music
for the show and the dance

choreography, but you also get
to work with the visual art with
the set, costumes, and props,
and of course the theater arts
aspect. All of that comes
together to really give the
students an opportunity to be
creative, and hopefully
successful,” said Hyman.

“The sets were often
complicated and there were so
many different pieces and our
crew is amazing. I can only
imagine the amount of work
that went into the pieces and the
transitions from one set to the
next,” said Renée Charron (12),
who played Dorothy Gale in
search of a way home to
Kansas.

The major pieces of
the set included Dorothy’s
house and the Emerald City.

“We could have done
huge sets, but my philosophy is
that it all comes down to the
performance. The audience
loved it and thought the kids
were great, and that’s what it’s
all about,” said Tarsi.

The audience enjoyed
the classic tunes “Over the
Rainbow,” “Yellow Brick
Road,” “We’re off to see the
Wizard,” and “Ding Dong the
Witch is Dead.”

“If you didn’t see it,
you missed out on a great show.
It was done amazingly and we

had a lot of fun,” said Tin Man
Chris Heeks (10).

The Cowardly Lion
wishing to find courage was
played by Albert Dumont III
(11). Michelle Lefebvre (12)
played the wicked witch of the
west. Last, but certainly not
least, was Toto played by
Gidget the dog.

“It was wonderful
working with my drama friends
and having the younger children
was really fun. Hopefully we
will see these kids in the future
music and drama productions,”
Charron said, adding, “Anyone
who was not able to participate
should certainly become
involved with the musicals in
the future.”

AHS puts on the
spring musical every year. “To
get audiences in the door we
chose a show that we knew
would be popular. On top of
that, we chose to invite the
middle school students, figuring
it would bring more people to
see the show, as well as
hopefully capture the attention
of the middle school students so
they will join us in high school,”
said Hyman.

 Much of the musical’s
cast will be graduating this year,
and The Wizard of Oz was their
last spring musical at AHS. “It
was a great experience through
all the tears and laughter, and
I’ll miss everyone next year.
Good luck!” said Howard.
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The week of the
advanced placement test can be
very stressful, but also
exhilarating for the juniors and
seniors who choose to take
them. This year, students took
advanced placement tests for
U.S. History, English Literature
and Composition, English
Language and Composition,

The goal of AP exams
is to earn a score of 3 or higher,
which can result in college
credit, and for AP test takers,
except for those who take AP
U.S. History, a reward of $100
due to the AP grant Attleboro
High School received.

AHS students score
above average compared to the
rest of the country on AP tests.
All AP students, except those
who take history, attend
Saturday sessions a few
weekends throughout the year
for AP practice.

However, this year,
students generally were more
stressed despite past AHS
successes in AP preparation.
Students are now just glad that
AP week is over.

The most stressful
thing was having to balance AP
exams with other classes. “AP
week was very stressful. I
thought that kids who were
taking other AP classes were
missing out on their prep
because they were doing the AP
tests,” said Jeremy Fodaski
(11).

“It is even more
stressful when other teachers
schedule tests and quizzes on
the days of AP tests,” said
Lauren Carey (11).

Additionally, there’s
the fact that the AP test is

practically a marathon. They
are over three hours long. “AP
week is hard and requires
tremendous concentration to get
a 3 or higher,” said Zach George
(11).

“It was easy. But it
took too long,” said Andrew
Sachew (11).

Even seniors, who will
leave only weeks after the AP
exams, found the week a
burden. “I think it’s stressful,
but once you get it over with,
it’s a relief. I know all my
friends say it’s good for them
for college, but it’s so stressful
now,” said Tom Cao (12).

Despite all these
difficulties, however, many
believed their AP classes were
worth it, and some were
confident despite the stress.

“I took both
Chemistry AP and Lit AP. Since
I’m more of a humanities
person, Chemistry was a lot
harder for me, but in the end, I
felt well-prepared and
confident to take both tests,”
said Melanie Thibeault (12).

“I found that I was
extremely well prepared for the
test. And for me, the class was
well worth it, though I would
only recommended it to those
who love history as I do,” said
Dan Vignolo (11).

Considering AHS’s
track record, it is conceivable
that the students will feel total
relief come July, when
advanced placement scores are
sent to them and they see all
their hard work pay off.

Calculus AB and BC, Statistics,
Physics, and Chemistry.

Advanced Stress
By: Andrew Meehan

Student taking AP test
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Students on placement in Childcare
Photo By: Mrs. Sue Edmonds

Early Education and Childcare
By: Brianne Akers

Student in Childcare reading to a child
Photo By: Mrs. Susan Edmonds

Early Education and Care
By: Brittney Kisamore

Do you like working with
children and want to learn more
about them? If you do, take
Early Education and Care in
tenth grade.

The class is known as
Childcare and is a Technical
Exploratory class. This means
that if this option is chosen,
Childcare will be a course every
semester until graduation.

One of the options for
freshmen is CTE, which stands

for Career and Technical
Education. This allows students
to preview all the technical
exploratory classes during their
first semester. After this
experience, students can either
pick their favorite for the next
three years or choose not to pick
one at all.

CTE Director Mr.
Terry Gayton said, “Childcare
is one of the most realistic
applications of skills by virtue

of the preschool and
also because of
placement within the
school system. It is
concerning that not a lot
of males sign up
because males in
Childcare are role
models.”

In level I, students
learn about the growth
and development of
children ages birth to
nine. In level II, students
learn how to develop
curriculum and teaching
lessons. They also go
into the preschool for
half the year. In level III,

students learn how to operate a
business, apply for a loan, make
a want-ad, and hire employees.

“I liked going through
Childcare while taking CTE. I
signed up to take it next year
because I love working with
children,” said Meridith
Moreau (9).

Brianne Akers (10)
said, “I think that Childcare is
a great class. I’ve learned so
much, and have had so much
fun with the people in
Childcare. We all get along, and
have fun.”

During this class,
participants learn about how
children develop and grow
throughout the toddler and
preschool years. Throughout
the class, students are also
allowed to go on placement,
which means that one day each
week, a student goes to either
the preschool or to teen
parenting.

“My favorite part of
Childcare is being on
placement. I like being with the
kids and learning how they
develop and grow,” said Jessica
Beaudet (10).

When students go on
placement in the preschool,
students are able to play with
children ranging in ages from
three to five. In teen parenting,
students play with and help take
care of the infants and toddlers.

When students are not
on placement, they are in the
classroom doing book work
with Childcare teacher Mrs.
Susan Edmonds. “I chose this
job because I used to teach at
Dean College in the preschool
and then I tried other jobs and
then I took this one for the
opportunity to teach,” she said.
The book work consists of
worksheets, vocabulary and
tests after every chapter.

Although this class is
good, there are a few
drawbacks, including “not
enough men” and the level III
students that go out on
placement are paid at minimum
wage, which is only $8 per hour.

Chris Simoneau (10)
is the only male in the level I
class. He took this class
because, “I want to be a child
psychologist. This class is
alright. It was awkward at first,
but you get used to it.”

Taking this class is a
good choice if working with
children is a future career path.

Every morning, I
walk into first period excited
to be in school. I can’t wait to
go into class and learn. Many
students don’t feel this way
about school. However,
classes like Early Education
and Care make it fun to
learn.

Early Education
and Care, or Childcare, is a
technical exploratory class
that specializes in the care,
growth and development,
and education of young
children.

“I like Childcare
because we get to see what
the children get to do and we
get to learn how they learn
and think by interacting with
them,” said Melanie Ryder
(10).

Mrs. Sue Edmonds
teaches students in Childcare
about the social, intellectual,
emotional, and physical
development of young
children, and how to care for
them. Through textbooks,
workbooks, movies, and other
classroom activities, students
learn how to care for children,
how to become an early
childhood educator, and how
to run a classroom.

Courtney Girouard
(10) said, “I love kids and I
see myself working with them
either psychologically or
educationally in the future. I
believe this class is setting me
up for success.”

Sophomore year,
Childcare is called Early

Education and Childcare level
I. Students learn about the
growth and development in
children from birth to nine years
old. Students are also allowed
to go to a placement once a
week.

Placement is when
students go into either Teen
Parenting to work with infants
and toddlers, or to the Preschool
to work with children ages three
through five. This is a
wonderful extension to
classroom learning.

“In level I, when
students go out, they are really
there to observe and assist the

teachers… also, to become
comfortable working with
children,” Edmonds said. There
are two head teachers in the
Preschool, Ms. Lynne Byrnes
and Ms. Kimberly Sherman.

Chris Simoneau (10)
said, “My favorite part of the
class is going on placement.”

Junior year in Early
Education and Childcare level
II “students learn how to
develop a [classroom]
curriculum and write lesson
plans…,” said Edmonds.
Students work in Teen
Parenting or in the Preschool
half of the year, where they

implement their lesson plans in
the Preschool.

When senior year
comes, students enroll in Early
Education and Childcare level
III where they learn how to be
a business owner, how to create
a business plan, hold
interviews, and hire employees.
In level III, an American Red
Cross program is also given,
where students learn how to
perform CPR and become first
aid certified.

A co-op program is
also available, where students
spend last block working in a
daycare or school. Often, these

jobs are unpaid internships.
Students spend 60 percent of
the year in Teen Parenting or the
Preschool.

Also, the Preschool
“hires students who are seniors
to work in the Preschool and
Teen Parenting from 2p.m. to
4p.m.,” Edmonds said.

Melissa McNulty (10)
said, “Childcare is a fun class
because you get to experience
working with kids.”

This class offers a
hands-on experience that gives
students an opportunity to learn
the skills needed to work with
young children.

Brittney Kisamore
(10) said, “I want to be a teacher
when I grow up because I love
working with kids and I like
seeing how they grow and
develop.”

Kelsey McCauley (9)
said, “I signed up for Childcare
next year because I like working
with kids and I want to be a
teacher when I get older.”

Childcare is a
wonderful way to gain
experience working with young
children. If a student has an
interest in working with
children, this is definitely a
class they should consider.
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Writer’s Note: “I had the great opportunity to spend time back in Pakistan. Over all it was a successful and safe trip. From
shopping to attending my cousins wedding to meeting loved ones once again, I am back home. Here are some of my weeks in

chronicle order.”

First Week in Pakistan
By: Farial Aziz

Khan showing clothing prints

My first week in
Pakistan opened my eyes. I
was so happy to be back in my
homeland. The journey started
as soon as the plane landed in
Lahore, where my family and
I were received by thirty-five
people, bouquets of flowers
and single roses held in their
hands. Seeing close cousins,
aunts and uncles thirteen long
years later is a big deal.

I was only five years
old when my family left
Pakistan, but as my eyes
watched like a hawk through
the car window, all my
memories came flowing back.
The next morning started at 9
a.m. I quickly dressed in my
cultural clothes and went
downstairs, where a servant
was waiting to take my order
for breakfast.

That is one thing
about Pakistan — there are
servants in most houses. My
uncle’s house has four servants:
one who makes food, another
one who drives, and two
cleaning ladies, one for the top
floor, and one for the main
floor.

As soon as I climbed
into the back seat of the car, my
first instinct was to put on a seat
belt, but a seat belt was nowhere
to be found. The cars in
Pakistan only have seat belts in
the front, but for the driver and
front seat passenger seats, but
they aren’t used.

It is astonishing to find
someone wearing one. I thought
that was surprising, but when
we finally reached the streets of
Lahore I saw two men and a
woman on one motorcycle. The
woman was holding her toddler
daughter, which shocked me.

There are absolutely
no rules on the street. Not only
that, but vehicles are not the
only ones driving. They share
the streets with horse-drawn
carriages; rikshah’s, which are
like taxis but a lot smaller, and
can be either opened or closed;
and people crossing the streets
without caring.

To get from point A to
B is a mission. The traffic is
awful; all you can hear is
beeping left and right. In the
U.S., if somebody honks,
drivers look to see what has
happened, but in Lahore,
honking every thirty seconds is
normal.

There is also “load
shedding,” where the electricity
goes out for two to three hours
straight. Sometimes the actual
traffic lights go off as well. This
means the people on the streets
have to think of their own
estimated time and departure
from the non working signal.
Sometimes there will be a
police guard helping people.

Although the traffic
experience was horrifying, the
shopping experience was a lot
better. There are shops
everywhere, and rarely are they
closed.

Most shops are open,
and attach themselves to other
markets to make it a whole
market. They do not have doors,
but are just open. Shops with a
closed glass door are the ones
selling real jewelry.

It is very difficult to
shop, because shops are all over
the place, and there are not
fixed prices, so depending on a
person’s knowledge of prices,
that is how one bargains.

Just to make one suit,
there are many steps to follow.
Step one: find a cloth and print
you like. Step two: think of the
type of design you want,
meaning shalwar kameez,
which is like the simplest form
with bottoms and a top. Saari is
also another option as well as a
frok, which is like skinny jeans
— the top goes above the knees
or below and acts like a dress.

Step three: decide
what you want done to the cloth,
which includes a long or short
shirt piece, what type of color,
sleeves, length, and the type of
design for the collar. Since it is
all designed by personal choice,
extra colors can be added too.

Step four: bring all the
material to the tailor and tell
him what you want for the
outfit. Rarely is the same outfit
in five or more different sizes,
as is found in America. Here,

we simply take a shirt off the
rack, look at it, and search for
our size.

In Pakistan, if a ready-
made piece is sold, then most
likely it will need alteration.
The entire process becomes
hectic, not to mention finding
accessories to accompany the
outfit.

Once the outfit is at
the tailors, shopping begins for
the shoes, bangles and jewelry.
There are different shops for
each of these items. There are
many beautiful shops full of
bangles, in every color
imaginable.

Even those are not in
sets. The sets that are made are
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grouped into the same color.
For a wedding event, there is
more mixing and matching
involved. One has to try and put
together different bangles to
find the perfect set. This could
take up to an hour, not to
mention, there are earrings, a
necklace and shoes to shop for.

The day of shopping
passes quickly, as we go from
shop to shop. We took a break

to eat at a mall called Liberty,
which has various places to sit
and eat. The food places vary
from burger and fries to
seafood options, as well as
dessert places.

Usually the
employees are distributing
flyers and hawking their
specialty of the day and asking
people to taste their food.
There are many ice cream
shops open as well including
ice cream stand on wheels that
go all over the mall.

Although the
experiences outside of the
home were fun, the biggest
problem in Pakistan is load
shedding. It drives people out
of their minds. Imagine being
at a mall and suddenly all the
lights go out. Some shops have
generators, which work
without electricity to replace
the lights.

Not only are the
lights out for about two hours
at a time, but in Pakistan it
reaches above 110 degrees
every day for six months
straight. As soon as the lights
go out, so do all the fans and
the air conditioning. That is a
huge problem, but nobody
closes their shop space — they
work until it is time to go home.

Seeing the different
types of cultural traditions in
Lahore was remarkable,
especially the many changes
there have been. There are both
good and bad, but overall, it
was nice going back to my
hometown.

While my experience
in Pakistan was miraculous, the
type of issues the people have
to deal with are horrible.
Dealing with load shedding,
bombings, and terror, every day
is an adventure for them.

Meeting family years
later is a very satisfying feeling,
and even though I am back in
the United States, my heart still
remains in Pakistan.

Fourth Week in Pakistan
By: Farial AzizIn my last week in

Pakistan I shed tears. My
shopping, wedding and
traveling weeks went
remarkably. I was satisfied until
four bombs hit Lahore. This
was an eye-opener because in
the U.S. I am far away from all
the mess and I only hear about
it over the news.

Being present at the
time of the bombing was a

stressful and emotional time.  In
the third week of March, I
remember waking up to the
shaking house, my aunt crying
and loud noises outside. The
three previous weeks had gone
so smoothly that my family and
I forgot about the danger.

To think that a bomb
went off a minute away from
where the wedding took place
just four days before was a

scary thought. In the U.S., I
never enjoyed watching the
news as it was, because I can’t
take the pain people are going
through. Yet being around your
loved ones, and noticing how
much of a headache the
bombing and violence is for
these people is heartbreaking.

A few bombs
exploded on Wednesday, as
well as again the next couple of

days. Three hours before my
family was leaving for the
airport, instead of spending
most of the time with all the
family reminiscing about how
great a trip it had been, we sat
quietly watching the television,
while everybody worried.

I will never forget how
sad my cousins looked. Thank
god, everybody was alright,
however, I could not take the

image out of my head that I was
leaving this mess, but everyone
there has to suffer day after day
in this chaos with, one problem
after the other. Pakistan is
hardly making the right
decisions for the country
overall.

I have spoken to my
cousin who tells me how load
shedding is reaching the
extreme, how instead of every
four or so hours, the lights go

Continued on page 6
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Second Week in Pakistan
By: Farial Aziz

Aziz family on the Mehndi evening
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A wedding in Pakistan
is a hectic function to both
provide for and attend.
Throughout the three main
wedding events, a lot happens
all at the same time. The most
different part of a Pakistani
wedding is how the events are
separated from each other.

The actual registry of
the wedding is held separately.
It is not done in front of people
invited to the wedding. The day
the groom and bride sign papers
and are officially married is the
only day the most important
people attend, usually most
likely just the family itself, with
a few extra uncles and aunts as
witnesses.

The ceremony is not
necessarily done in a court or
at the Masjid (church). It is
usually at a house, where a
priest comes with the actual
paper work.

This ceremony is
serious and no children are
allowed. The priest is also there
to ask the questions and to
finalize the marriage. Soon
after, the bride and groom are
officially married.  Apart from
this first event is the mehndi,
which is attended at a hall. This
is where the bride and groom
are dressed and look the
simplest.

The main purpose of
this event is to congratulate the
couple. For this event, there is
a color theme, which dictates
what colors the girls and boys
should wear.

The bride will most
likely wear, yellow, orange or
green. However, for the girls
and boys, the color theme
varies, no specific color, but
there is a theme. The event
begins with the groom’s side
outside of the hall, preparing to
enter and starting the fun.

Some of the girls from
the groom’s side are holding a
big round or rectangular shaped
platter. In this platter there is
flower jewelry and henna for
the bride, which is decorated
beautifully. Young girls hold lit
candles and are in front of the
line side by side.

As they enter there are
drummers who start to play the
traditional beat. The camera
men and photographers are
already waiting for the groom
side to enter slowly. As soon as
the groom side is entered, the
groom takes a seat, and waits
for the soon-to-be-bride to
enter.

During the 15-20
minute wait, the groom’s side
dances and begins the party.
When the bride comes in, all
eyes are on her.  Some of the
close family members are
holding up a long shawl above
her head, while the bride walks
slowly underneath.

 As she walks in
slowly, she finally reaches the
stage, where together, the bride
and groom sit. The mother of
the bride usually starts off by
dressing her up in her freshly
picked flower jewelry, which
includes bracelets, types of
earrings and some sort of
flowers attached to a clip to go
over her hair bun.

After that, the bride’s
side comes and dances.
Meanwhile, the table that is in
front of the groom and bride has
many small, cut up pieces of
sweets. One by one, people
come up on stage and feed them
a piece of sweet and give their
blessing to the groom and bride.
This is a fun event where the
prepared dances, acts and
anything else people have to
say, are preformed for the
groom and bride.

Up next is the actual
wedding day, which is called the
barat. This is another event held
in a hall or the night the bride
and groom are married. Again,
camera men and photographers
are ready to take pictures and
continue videoing.

Since this is the
wedding day, both the groom
and bride are dressed in
traditional clothes. The groom
is wearing a shirwani, which is
a well-designed long shirt
piece, with bottoms.

Most likely, the design
on the bride’s dress is what the
groom has on his shirwani. The
bride is wearing a langa, which
is a beautiful, short shirt with a
long, skirt like bottom. The
bride will always wear red,
however, the shirwani varies, it
can be red and black, red and
off-white and so on.

The event is another
night time get together, where
the groom’s side approaches the
hall first. The groom leads the
way into the hall and as soon as
he enters, part of the family
gives him flowers.

He keeps walking
until he reaches the stage, where
pictures are taken with the
family and friends. Until the
bride reaches the hall with her
family, attendant’s from the
groom’s side group together
holding baskets of fresh rose
petals, which are gently thrown
onto the bride and the rest of
the bride’s side as they enter the
hall.

When the bride enters,
it almost feels like the world has
stopped. She looks incredibly
stunning and takes the groom’s
breath away.

She walks slowly, with
her parents and family beside
her, until she reaches the stage.
Together the groom and bride

take a seat and are bombarded
with photographers left and
right. Each family comes up on
stage and takes a picture with
them.

The wedding usually
last three to four hours. This
night is where the bride’s
parents give away their
daughter to the groom’s side
with all their blessings and
wishes.

The last wedding
event is the valima. This event
is provided by the groom’s side
only for thanking everyone for
all their wishes. It is time spent
with everyone again and to
welcome the  new wife, who can
be with her husband now.

The newly married
couple are now together this
day and night. They again join
everyone else at the hall,
dressed up, but this time, the
wife is not wearing heavy
clothing, but elegant light
clothing, that she can easily
move around in so she can talk
with friends and family.

Depending on the
family, either a DJ can come to
this event, like the mehndi, or a
hired singer. Light music is
playing, so, it is a nice time to
have the whole family gathered
for pictures and to make videos.

This is also where the
wife’s parents see their daughter
for the first time after the
wedding. It is a pleasant

ceremony. It is not easy being
the parents from either the
groom’s or bride’s side for a
Pakistani wedding, because for
all three events, it becomes
expensive.

For all three events,
food is catered, and there are
four men on each of the
photography  and video crews.
A DJ is hired for the mehndi
night and a singer can be hired
for the valima night. The
drummer crew is hired for two
of the events.

To rent the hall and
decorate it for more than 350
people becomes overwhelming.
The exchange of gifts from the
groom’s side to the bride’s side
is unimaginable. Diamond
jewelry sets are given to the
bride from the groom’s side, as
well as expensive watches from
the bride’s side to the groom’s.

The clothes made for
all three of the events are also
pricy. The bill eventually
reaches the roof when the final
cost is added up, including the
rings.

Diamond rings and or
bands are given to one another.
Now, the honeymoon begins,
with everybody’s blessing and
wishes. The couple happily
enjoys their trip.

out every hour, with tremendous
high temperatures all at once.

After my last week in
Pakistan, I learned a very
special lesson: show no worries.
Although the bombs had
depressed my cousins and
family there, they smiled their
way through everything. They
did not let it affect them, or at
least in front of us they acted as
if it was nothing. It is where they
live, they can’t do anything
about it, so instead of showing
any type of sadness, they let us
know, everything will be
alright.

Looking past their
fake smiles, I know how much
pain they must be going
through. Times like these is
when I wish I could go back and
make a difference.  The good
thing about the last week is that
I was a lot closer to cousins and
family, more than I ever
imagined.

My four weeks in
Pakistan flew and I will never
forget this amazing trip. My
theory is that any trip, place, or
event can be fun, it just depends
on the company by your side.
Every day in my prayers I

remember my cousins and
family and hope for a better
future.

My wishes go out to
the newly wed Salmaan Zafar
and Asma whose wedding I
attended, also, my cousin
Fatima Khalid who passed her
Master’s exam. Lastly, my
blessing and wishes toward the
rest of my family surviving in
Pakistan each and every day,
because in my heart, they are
my true heroes.

Continued from page 5

Ibrahim Khalid and Farial Aziz at a wedding
event
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Example of Shorts Not Allowed at AHS

Dress Code Dismay
By: Courtney Panasuk and Emily Bray, Grade 10

As the weather starts
becoming warmer, and school
becomes hotter, students are
wearing clothing that will help
keep them cool. Although this
is an easy way to beat the heat,
many students are disobeying
the AHS dress code.

The handbook states,
“Clothing that exposes the
chest, abdomen, midriff, back,
or undergarments,” are not
allowed. “Dress that is
distractive,” is also not allowed
in school. Some students feel
that the dress code shouldn’t
apply because of the school’s
temperature toward the end of
the year.

“If the school gets
really hot, you’re not going to
want to cover up,” said Krysta
Fontaine (10).

However, deans and
hall monitors are encouraging
students to wear more
appropriate clothing.

“I feel like it’s a
necessity [to dress
appropriately],” said grade 9
dean Mr. Robert Westwater.

“I feel the dress code
is very appropriate and the
expectation is easy for the

students to meet,” said grade 11
dean Mr. Brian Downey.

“I feel that everyone
should be dressed. I don’t want
any nudity in this school,” said
grade 10 dean Mr. Martin
Tighe.

Students at AHS have
their own opinions. “My mom
says ‘If I let you out of the house
like that, then there is nothing
wrong with it.’ I dress how I
want,” said Amanda Langlois
(10).

Even though the dress
code is the same for both girls
and boys, students feel the
policy is more strictly enforced
with female students because
females are more likely to wear
provocative clothing.

“It’s more focused on
girls than guys,” said Sean
Laporte (11).

“I have never gotten in
trouble for my clothes,” said
Chris Patrick (10), whose usual
attire is jeans and a T-shirt.

Even though there
have been warnings from both
Principal Jeffrey Newman and
Assistant-principal Elizabeth
York over the public address
system, students are still

wearing clothes the
handbook has dubbed
“inappropriate.”

Some students
say that since others do
not follow the policy,
they shouldn’t have to.
“People don’t follow it
anyway,” said Amanda
Berthold (10).

“ I t ’ s
ridiculous, no one even
follows it, and no one
enforces it,” said
Michelle Leon (10).

D r e s s i n g
expresses student’s
interests and who they

are as people. Slogans, for
example, on their shirts are an
expression of freedom of
speech and since the public has
the right to freedom of speech,
students should as well.

“It’s unnecessary,
dressing should express how
you feel and how you feel
should not be restricted,” said
Elijah Casey (10).

Although most people
are against the dress code, some
students agree with it.

“I like it because I
don’t like watching girls walk
around with short-shorts on,”
said Amanda Hosford (10).

“I like the dress code
because it allows us to pick
clothing to fit our personal
style. But at the same time the
rule on shorts for girls does get
on my nerves. It’s
uncomfortable to wear long
shorts to me. I think as long as
shorts cover our butts they
should be allowed, we shouldn’t
be banned for having our legs
exposed on a 90 degree day,”
said Erica King (10).

“I like it because it sets
some boundaries and it’s gross
to see people’s butts,” said
Brittney Kisamore (10).

Some students believe
the dress code policy needs to
be changed but for now, it
remains the same.
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Girl being cyber bullied

Cyber Bullying
By: Ashley Lameiras

Cyber bullying is a problem for
students. It is verbal abuse
through communication
technology such as text
messaging, phone calls, emails,
instant messaging, or social
networking websites like
Facebook or Myspace.

There are two
different types of cyber
bullying. The first is direct
attacks, when someone directly
attacks a person through
technology. The second is
proxy, which uses other people
to help the bully abuse a victim,
often without the accomplice’s
knowledge.

Last January, Phoebe
Prince ended her life at 15,
when the cyber bullying didn’t
come to a halt. Prince’s story is
one of many that have made
communities consider what
rules are in place for school
officials to report bullying.

 In March 2010, a new
law was passed, which prohibits
bullying on school property and
outlaws cyber bullying.

“My friends used to
get cyber bullied all the time,”
Stacy Gillard (10)  said.
“People would text them and
say mean things to them and call
them names; it makes my
friends and I really mad and
upset. I don’t understand why
they do it.”

 Lots of students are
sick of the problem. “I think
people need to grow up and stop

harassing people over the
Internet,” Breanna Belanager
(10) said.

Nicole Pospisil (10)
said, “I also feel the same way.”

 “It’s sad and pathetic.
Stupid, immature people only
do it,” Andrew Caron (11) said,
adding, “It’s pointless and a
waste of time. It doesn’t bring
any benefits and it’s very
mean.”

Other students
disagree. Rachel Dawley (11)
said, “I feel that a huge deal is
made about it and it’s not
something that is really
important.”

“I think there isn’t as
much cyber bullying as people
think there is. People interpret
this matter in many different
ways. You’ll have some people
say it’s everywhere, but what I
personally believe is that there’s
barely any bullying at all; this
is just a misinterpretation. If
you can’t say it to their face,
then don’t say it at all,” said
Maria Iadonisi (12).

In a recent survey by
MindOh!, an educational
company that follows youth
trends,  they reported that close
to 80 percent of  5,500 teens
said they had been exposed to
cyber bullying.

If you see a friend in
need, help them out. Contact an
adult about the issue. There is
an Anti-Bullying Hotline at 1-
866-444-6996.

School uniforms are one way to prevent dress code
revolts

Dress Code: Nobody
Cares

By: Steven Gillard

It’s the year 2010.
Unemployment rates are incredibly
high, there is an oil spill in the Gulf
that still needs to be cleaned up,
and young Americans are dying in
a seemingly endless war in the
Middle East.  Despite all of this,

shorts are too high, or if their shirt
is cut too low, they have the option
of changing.  If they refuse, they
face the consequences.  The recent
harsh enforcement of the dress
code has sparked quite an uproar
in the student body.

I have two main
problems with this dress code as
well as the response to it.  First,
teachers and deans claim that this
kind of dress is “distracting” to
fellow students, and may interfere
with a student’s learning;
therefore, it is not suitable attire for
the school environment.  If
students let themselves be
“distracted” by this dress, then that
is their choice.  If some guy wants
to sit in math class and be
“distracted” by the girl sitting in
front of him rather than learn his
algebra, let him.  Not my problem.

Another issue I have
with this dress code is the student
body’s reaction to it.  A Facebook
“event” was recently created in
which students could RSVP to the
“Dress Code Revolt of 2010.”  The
objective of it was to have a good

portion of high school students
dress “inappropriately” and march
into the school on a given date, as
a symbol of their disgust with the
dress code policy.

The school
administration must have heard of
this, because on Monday they
called a meeting for each grade in
which Principal Mr. Jeffrey
Newman informed everyone of
alternate ways to change school
policies that students disagree
with.  Principal Newman then
proceeded to answer questions
from the students.  When one girl
stood up and made some random
comment about short’s length, the
sophomore class erupted in cheers.
It was so pathetic I wanted to cry.

I’m sick of hearing
students speak about the dress
code as if it is an important issue

what is the topic of heated
discussion in the halls of Attleboro
High School?  The dress code.

Since the weather has
warmed up, students in the school
have been sent home because of
inappropriate dress.  If a girl’s

within this society, because it is not
in the least.  Attention AHS:  Your
cause is not a noble one.  You
might feel your rights are being
violated, but, truthfully, nobody
cares.  I don’t care.  Your senator
doesn’t care.  Your President
doesn’t care.  The world doesn’t
care.

This isn’t the Vietnam
War being protested here, it’s the
dress code.  It’s school policy.
There’s a month left of school, if
you don’t agree with the policy,
deal with it.  There are much, much
bigger problems in this world than
not being able to wear short shorts.

But, I suppose this is
what my generation has come
down to.  While the Class of 1955
can say “I fought for Civil Rights,”
the Class of 2012 can say “I fought
the dress code.”
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Red Sox vs. Yankees
By: Steven Gillard

The Green Monster
Photo by Steven Gillard

On April 7, I left
Attleboro and traveled to
Boston, only to step out onto the
streets of Fenway and into the
midst of one of the greatest
rivalries in sports history.

Swarms of Red Sox
fans covered the streets, with
the occasional out-of-place
Yankee fan sticking out like a
sore thumb.  Taking our tickets,
we pushed through the turnstiles
and into Yawkey Way, the
famous street outside of
Fenway, named after Tom and
Jean Yawkey, former owners of
the Boston Red Sox.  On the left
side of the street, various
venders sold all of the latest Red
Sox memorabilia, and to the
right, burgers, hotdogs, and
sausages were being grilled.
Thousands of fans filtered in
and out of sports bars while
others lined up to buy Fenway
Franks.

After buying a
program, we left the congested
Yawkey Way and entered
Fenway itself, literally walking
into history.  It is entering the
home that once housed greats
such as Ted Williams, Carl
Yastrzemski and Bobby Doerr.

The 97-year-old park
is the second-oldest of all Major
League Baseball parks, and is
defined by the famous Green
Monster, a huge green wall
stretching high above the left
field grass.

The grandstand seats
are chipped and weathered from
enduring generations of fans,
and the eight retired numbers
and seven World Series
pennants hanging from the wall
serve as a brief reminder of the
team’s rich history.

We arrived at our
seats, only to find a Yankee fan
and his family sitting behind us.

After the National
Anthem and the opening
ceremonies, the game began.
The Yankees batted first.
Traditional boos were directed
toward the whole Yankees’
lineup, with Derek Jeter and
Alex Rodriguez receiving the
“warmest” welcome. As the
Red Sox took the field, cheers
erupted from the crowd.

The game started off
slowly.  Sometimes, the crowd
roared with anticipation when
a ball was hit deeply, only to
watch it be caught on the
warning track, almost out of the
park but not quite.

During the fifth
inning, my uncle and I left our
seats to go buy some classic, but
expensive, ballpark food, which

is very expensive.  A single
Fenway Frank costs $4.75, and
a small Papa Gino’s personal
pizza is $22.  Lemonade and
soda are around $4.50 each,
with alcohol costing even more.
Despite the high prices, getting
at least one hot dog at the game
is an absolute must for any real
baseball fan.

 Like any baseball
fans, we went to the food stand,
and I bought two Fenway
Franks while my uncle bought
a sausage and a coke.  As we
paid, cheers exploded from the
crowd as the Red Sox scored a
run.  After the purchase, we
headed back to our seats. A few
innings later, after suffering
from a terrible thirst, my brother
and I purchased two lemonades
and sipped them down.

In the seventh inning,
the Yankees struck back, much

to the displeasure of the crowd,
and tied the game at 1-1.  The
top of the eighth inning passed,
and then the song began to play
that every Red Sox fan knows,
“Sweet Caroline.”  Everybody
in the park rose and sang along,
as the Yankee fan behind us
muttered in protest, attempting
to be witty but failing miserably.
The ninth inning passed and
both teams failed to score.  The
Sox had a few big hits, and the
crowd went wild, only to watch
them be caught on the warning
track.  Still tied at one, the game
continued into the tenth inning.

In the top of the tenth,
Yankee Robinson Cano hit a
two-run home run, putting the
Yankees in the lead 3-1.  The
Red Sox couldn’t come up with
a single run in the bottom of the
tenth, and lost to the Yankees
3-1, as the crowd groaned in

disappointment as the final out
was made. We all felt sick to our
stomachs.  The Yankee fan from
New Jersey shouted in triumph
and high-fived his kids and
wife, and I shook my head in
disbelief.

Frustrated Boston fans
filed out of their seats, and back
out into the streets of Yawkey
Way.  Some rushed into the
local bars to drink away the
embarrassment and sorrow, but
we walked solemnly back to our
car along with thousands of
other saddened Sox fans,
occasionally being joined by a
random Yankee fan with a
stupid grin on his face.  The
homeless guy on the side of the
road, whose hat was filled with
very little change, spoke for us
all when he said, “Red Sox lose.
I lose,” and we all had to nod in
agreement.

In spite of the Red Sox
losing, just being at a Red Sox/
Yankee game was an awesome
and rare experience.  Except for
season ticket holders, seeing the
Red Sox play the Yankees
probably only happens once or
twice in a lifetime for most fans,
if at all.  So, as we turned our
backs on Fenway and drove
away, I sat in the backseat,
content, wondering when I
would be back.
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Stuntin’ is a Talent
By: Meg Harvey

AHS Varsity Cheerleading Squad and Coach

For AHS cheerleaders stunting
is not only a habit, but a talent.
Last March, the AHS’
cheerleading squad competed
in Orlando, Florida to win the
Nationals for the fourth
consecutive year.

All 20 varsity
cheerleaders met on April 9 for
a celebratory breakfast in the
culinary café. Superintendent
Dr. Pia Durkin gave a speech
on how “working hard to
achieve a goal” paid off for the
squad.

The only junior who
was chosen to be a captain,
Jenna Shellard, said the win
“gains respect [for the team]
and changes how people think
of us.”

On top of winning the
Nationals they first won states.
Captain Kayla Perry (12) said,
“States was our biggest win
because there is always way
more competition at states.”

Captain Tess
Aspinwall (12) said, “We had
to make sacrifices and cheer
seven days a week, but it was
worth it.”

One of the male
captains Kyle Gianatasio (12)
said, “It’s more challenging
than playing football because

you always have to stay in shape
and practice 24/7.”

“The stereotypes
against male cheerleaders are
there at first, but people take us
more seriously when they see
how good we are,” he added
about the adversity of being a
male cheerleader.

Behind every good
team is a hard working coach
like Natalie Ferreira who was
not available for comment.
Varsity cheerleader Kellie
Fokin (11) said, “We have an
amazing coach who is
motivated; she really makes us
who we are.”

The team also has a
skilled choreographer, Amanda
Shepperson, to help them learn
detailed stunts and modern
dance moves.

JV cheerleader Emily
Bray (10) said, “It really stinks
that there isn’t a JV division
competition in Florida, but it
makes me want to try harder to
get on the varsity team next
year.”

The team put in an
enormous amount of hard work
that paid off when they won the
title and the glory.
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Every now and then
high school sweethearts do
something for one another. Let
us rewind here for a moment.
When was the last time your
boyfriend made or bought you
something precious? The last
time he wrote you a song?

Jill Kelly (10) and her
boyfriend Matt Leblanc (10)
just had their six month
anniversary on April 30.

Kelly was sitting in
Journalism class when a pass
was given to her to go to the
office. About ten minutes later,
she arrived back with roses, a
note, and best of all, the biggest
smile on her face, which spoke
volumes.

This does not mean
boyfriends, fiancés and
husbands have to buy their
ladies roses and write them a
song for their anniversary. What
I’m trying to say is the littlest,
most unimaginable things
matter to women.

A phone call early in
the morning reminding her how
they met, showing up at her job
to say I love you, and making
dinner plans out of the blue.
Most of all, simply spending the
day with her makes her happy.

For Leblanc this may
have been a little deal, but Kelly
will remember this forever. On
behalf of Leblanc this was not
the first time he has impressed
Kelly.

 Six months ago when
he decided to ask her to be his
girlfriend, he wrote her a song,
and at the end of it, wrote, “I
have to ask you something, look
outside.” Kelly, opened her
window and asked him what he
wanted to ask her, and through
the window, like Romeo to
Juliet, he asked her to be his
girlfriend.

 No price can be put
on these simple, romantic,
gestures. Most of all there isn’t
a limit to love. Leblanc has a

Roses

unique way of thinking and has
arranged many surprises for
Kelly. Her way of showing
appreciation is buying him nice
anniversary presents and giving
him as much love as he gives
her.

She is astounded by
all he has done, and said, “I try
to come back with something
great, but he always surprises
me with something new.”

The simplest, most
inexpensive item can fill up a
girl’s heart. No need to spend
money on an expensive gift,
when a personally made and
delivered breakfast, or a
surprise picnic basket is
possible. The most important
thing is to spend time with one
another.

Leblanc and Kelly
have their romantic events

Iron Man 2

Iron Man Two directed by Jon
Favreau has been acclaimed to
be an edge of your seat movie
and to keep a viewer on their
toes throughout its duration.
Although, I didn’t believe it was
horrible, I didn’t believe it was
going to be as good as it was
hyped up to be. So, I did what
anyone else would do, I bought
a ticket and went to see it.

The action and special
effects were naturally better
than Iron Man due to the
progression of technology,
though it was very anti-climatic.
Most of the action was foreseen
and not lengthy, like a hit and
run, with the one exception: a
seemingly endless fight scene.

Stark, Iron Man’s
civilian name, is given an
ultimatum, to find a new source
of energy to keep him alive, or
face his death. As he tries to find
someone to take over his
business and keep world peace,
he is faced with an arch enemy,
who wants to take over Stark’s
industry.

It was more focused
on cheap thrills, which I am all
for, although I came to expect
more from Iron Man. The first
movie gave me much hope for
the second with an in-depth plot
and many unexpected situations
because everything seemed so
spontaneous first time around.
It should have focused on Stark

dying and the battle scenes
should have had a more
cinematic feel.

If you did not see the
first Iron Man then you will
enjoy the sequel more because
you will not have the high
expectations the first one
delivered.

The storyline
somewhat fell short, but it did
follow the comic book closely,
although it felt like everything
progressed too smoothly.

The plot suggested a
much more in-depth story from
the beginning, like Stark
confronting his mortality, but
also was anticlimactic. Things
seemed to be “fixed” without a
real solution to the problem, or
parts of the plot were
completely unnecessary
because Stark could have found
an easier solution to the
problem.

Overall, the movie is
worth seeing for some cheap
thrills. Viewers do not have to
see the first Iron Man to
understand the sequel. I
wouldn’t again jump at the
chance to watch this movie, but
on a rainy day it is something
worth doing. I would give this
movie three stars out of five.
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Dedication and Reward
By: Meg Harvey

Jon Howard

Talent is hard to find
even on Broadway, but AHS
has its own gifted star, Jon
Howard. He was first accepted
into Senior Districts for chorus
after auditioning in Nov. 2009.
Music teacher Mr. Gary Hymen
took Howard along with junior
Jeremy Fodaski, who was also
accepted.

The audition opened
up another door; the score was
so high Howard was
recommended to audition for
the All State Festival of
Massachusetts, which later
accepted him.

“It was a great time,
the director for the choir was
amazing and the people who
were accepted into it were very

friendly as well,” said Howard,
who in addition to being
accepted, was in the top ten
percent of high school seniors
recommended.

With Hymen as a
chaperone they traveled to the
World Trade Center in Boston
for three days. Howard sang in
the symphony with people who
he described to be, “more
talented than I could have
thought possible.”

“Singing for the
audience was the greatest thrill
so far. The audience gave us a
standing ovation,” said Howard.
“It was a great experience to
have my last year in high
school,” he added.

He was later awarded

the National School Choral
Award from Hymen, for four
years of dedication to chorus.

“Receiving that award
meant a lot because I felt like I
had put so much into the choir
and the department itself,” said
Howard.
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Iron Man or Iron Fail
By: Alex Lozanski

Roses and the lyrics by Leblanc to Kelly
By: Farial Aziz

planned out, what is on your
agenda?
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Laura Bell Bundy
Shakin’ or Achin’

By: Andrew Luciano and Kelsey Sheehan

Laura Bell Bundy’s new album, Achin’
and Shakin’

Laura Bell Bundy: Achin’
By: Andrew Luciano

Broadway Star, Laura Bell Bundy, was
a fresh face to the stage in 2002 but has
now jumped behind the scenes to record
her own music. The 29 year old actress,
turned musician, came out with her debut
album called Achin’ and Shakin’ on
April 13.

Starting her career at nine years
old at Radio City Music Hall, Bundy
grew up around country music,
performing and listening to it. Her
compositions are a wonderfully
simplistic mix of country and pop. The
cheesy title and over done videos make
for an authentic version of the country
genre.

The CD title, Achin’ and
Shakin’, came from Bundy’s risky
approach to the music business. She
wanted to express both sides of her
creativity; Bundy said in her press
release, “…I have a depth that only
opens up when I am alone or with one
other person.”  From this came the six
songs referred to as “Achin.’”

The Achin’ songs are about
going through a break-up or just having
a tough day. In “Please” she sings, “I
know that second chances they don’t

come so easily.” It expresses her true
feelings and shows her sensitive side.
Everyone has feelings of pain and agony,
but few choose to show them. In “When
It All Goes South,” she sings, “I’ll find
my way back above when I breathe your
last breath of love.”

I find her to be a somewhat
inspirational woman from her Broadway
performances to her country hits. Her
background in musicals and acting will
take her far and I give her a ten for her
new album. I look forward to hearing
more of her music and seeing more of
her in Hollywood.
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Laura Bell Bundy

Laura Bell Bundy’s Shakin’ Review
By: Kelsey Sheehan

Laura Bell Bundy’s debut album was
just recently released, but she has
already received great success.

Bundy, best-known for her role
as Elle Woods in the Broadway Show
Legally Blonde, has been around for a
while. Making appearances in the
movies Dream Girls, Jumanji, Life with
Mikey and The Adventures of Huck
Finn, Bundy has had her share of fame
in the acting business.

After her acting career, Bundy
felt it was time for a change and
switched into the music industry, and she
certainly made herself known.

Taking a risky shot, Bundy
decided to do a “two records, one
woman” C.D., which Bundy claims is
her motto. The C.D. shows off her two
personalities with a split album. Six
songs are dedicated to her crazy,
spontaneous side labeled Shakin’, and
the other six express her more inner and
deep feelings called Achin.’

With the typical country-
sounding songs like the upbeat Dixie
Chicks, this album was not a standout,
however, the lyrics seemed to be
different and out of the norm.

Shakin’ quickly gallops into the
fiery song “Giddy on Up,” which is
Bundy’s first single. This song embraces
the whole theme of country music in a

fun way that will make one want to get
up and dance. It shows the Broadway girl
inside of her with flashy and lively tunes.

The album turns more
contemporary with the songs
“Boyfriend?” and “Rebound.” There are
definitely hints of pop, soul, and, of
course, country mixed into both. The
lyrics of these songs with the pop/country
mix give it a cheesy appeal.

 Listening to the next couple of
songs, one may think they are listening
to a Broadway musical. They are too
childish and sound like those annoying,
overplayed Disney songs, especially the
song “Everybody.” “If You Want My
Love” and “I’m No Good (For Ya
Baby),” are awkward sounding with a
country-pop mash up and gushy lyrics.
These songs were certainly “no good for”
me.

Shakin’, although well written,
does not play up Bundy’s sweet-country
voice. With the repeating beats and the
overly peppy lyrics, the instruments
washed out her talent, replacing it with a
childish soundtrack. The songs will
certainly make the older generation of
country-loving fans “giddy on out” after
just a brief listen. However, for those
parents faced with a long car ride with
the children, this C.D. would be a great
way to keep the children content and
happy.
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